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Kensington and Chelsea chiefs have 
praised the volunteers and staff 
who have kept in bloom for 40 
years gardens that were only meant 
to be temporary. 

The Mayor of Kensington and 
Chelsea, Councillor Elizabeth 
Rutherford, and the Leader, 
Councillor Nick Paget-Brown, last 
week marked the 40th anniversary 
celebrations of the opening of 


Meanwhile Gardens, the 
community space in North 
Kensington run by local residents in 
the Meanwhile Gardens Community 
Association, with support from the 
council. In 1976 local sculptor Jamie 
McCullough asked if some derelict 
wasteland could become a 
community garden. He asked the 
local authority - at the time 
Westminster City Council - for 


permission to turn the rubble into a 
park. Westminster gave "temporary 
permission" - hence the name. 
Meanwhile. 

The anniversary was marked with 
the reopening of the renovated 
scented courtyard gardens part of 
the site. 

Councillor Paget-Brown, said:"I 
would like to congratulate all the 
volunteers and council staff who 


have worked so hard to ensure 
Meanwhile Gardens is looking so 
good for its 40th anniversary. 

"We should all be grateful to 
Jamie McCullough for first seeking 
to have this area used as a 
communal garden and it is certainly 
flourishing now. There is something 
for everyone here. Meanwhile 
Gardens offers a unique experience 
in the Royal Borough." 


MFs boundary call 

Bid to reunite Kensington and Chelsea in constituency shake-up 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

Kensington MP Victoria Borwick 
has called for Kensington and 
Chelsea to be reunited as a con¬ 
stituency in the Boundary Re¬ 
view to “reinforce residents’ 
identification with this special 
area”. 

The seat was abolished for the 
2010 election, when the 1974-1997 


Kensington constituency was 
recreated and Chelsea formed a 
new constituency together with 
the southern part of the former 
Hammersmith and Fulham con¬ 
stituency, called the Chelsea and 
Fulham constituency. 

But now Mrs Borwick wants 
the old seat reupholstered and 
she made the call at the recent 
Boundary Commission Public 
Review Hearings. 


“Kensington & Chelsea would 
be re-united as a single con¬ 
stituency, so that the boundaries 
of the local council - the Royal 
Borough of Kensington & 
Chelsea - become the same as 
those for the Kensington & 
Chelsea parliamentary con¬ 
stituency,” said Mrs Borwick 
“There are many advantages 
to this proposal. The local gov¬ 
ernment boundaries form the de¬ 


fault building blocks for many 
services and organisations, and 
RBKC, as a London borough, is a 
well-defined and understood 
unit. 

“There are several services or¬ 
ganised borough wide, for exam¬ 
ple, housing, schools and 
community groups - it will be 
more straightforward and easier 
for these groups and organisa- 
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‘Even the super-rich can 
feel depressed, worthless’ 


J USTIN Bieber is rent¬ 
ing his new London 
mansion for an eye¬ 
watering £108,000 a 
month. He could re¬ 
tire comfortably at the 
age of 22 - but he continues to 
travel the world recording and 
performing his music. Why? 

It’s not money that drives him 
but personal development, says 
life coach Michael Serwa, who 
has worked with some of the 
world’s highest-earning individ¬ 
uals to help transform their life. 

Just like anyone else, says 
Michael, the super-rich can hit 
personal barriers which leave 
them feeling depressed and 
worthless. 

“I know how difficult being a 

Life coach Michael 
Serwa has worked with 
some of the world's 
highest-earning 
individuals 


high earner can be - people ex¬ 
pect you to be happy and often 
you’re not,” says the 33-year-old, 
who is based in Mayfair. 

“You wish others would under¬ 
stand that just because you have 
something they want, it doesn’t 
mean you feel the same. 

“High earners have a hunger 
to go further. It’s difficult to ex¬ 
press this without sounding un¬ 
grateful for what you’ve got. 

“You need someone who won’t 
tell you to be grateful for what 
you have but instead encourage 
you to pace yourself and achieve 
something you haven’t accom¬ 
plished yet.” 

Michael has worked with 
clients from all corners of the 
professional world - from 


bankers and lawyers to superstar 
musicians, celebrities and chief 
executives of multi-billion-pound 
corporations. 

He claims to have eliminated 
all of his own limiting beliefs and 
insecurities - and says he is now 
on a mission to help others leave 
their comfort zones and progress 
to the next level of their life. 

“People could view you as a 
champion, whereas you still see 
yourself running the race,” he 
says. 

“Your mentality to achieve 
more and go further has got you 
to where you are now. It will also 
get you to where you want to go. 

“Some people may not compre¬ 
hend that you want to go further 
and think you should be happy 
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Contacting your council 


KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


Accessible Transport 

0207361 2390 

accessible.transport@rbkc.gov.uk 
Arts & Leisure 
0207361 3003 
artsandleisure@rbkc.gov.uk 
Benefits 
0207361 3006 
benefits@rbkc.gov.uk 
Council Tax 
0207361 3005 


environmentalhealth@rbkc.gov.uk 
Family Information Services 
0207 361 3302fis@rbkc.gov.uk 
Housing 
0207361 3008 
housing@rbkc.gov.uk 
Land Charges 
0207361 3554 
Libraries 
0207361 3010 
information@rbkc.gov.uk 


Parking - permit 
(renewals) 

0207361 3019 
residentparking@rbkc.gov.uk 
Patient Advice 
& Liaison Service 
0208962 4547 
Planning 
0207361 3012 
planning@rbkc.gov.uk 
Registrars 


coundltax@rbkc.gov.uk 

Electoral Services 

Parking - general enquiries 

0207361 3004 

0207361 4100 

chelsea.registeroffice@rbkc.gov.uk 

Adult Services 

Children's Services 

Housing 

waste and rubbish 

0207361 3444 

parking@rbkc.gov.uk 

Streetline 

020 7641 2500 

0207641 4000 

020 7641 1000 

0207641 2000 

elect@rbkc.gov.uk 

Parking - penalty charges 

020 7361 3001 streetline@rbkc.gov.uk 

Libraries 

Planning 

Births, deaths and mar¬ 

General enquiries 

Education 

0207361 4383 

Social Services 

020 7641 6200 

0207641 6500 

riages 

0207641 7000 

0207361 3009 

parking@rbkc.gov.uk 

0207361 3013 

Benefits 

Council Tax 

0207641 7500 

0207641 6000 

education@rbkc.gov.uk 

Parking - permit (new applications) 

socialservices@rbkc.gov.uk 

08000720042 

0845 3023400 

Elections 

Westminster City Hall 

Environmental Health 

0207361 4381 

Tell Us Once 

Parking 

Licensing 

0207641 7500 

64 Victoria Street 

0207361 3002 

residentparking@rbkc.gov.uk 

0207361 3940 

020 78234567 

0207641 6500 

Household recycling, 

London SW1E6QP 


HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 


Adult social care 
0845 313 3935 
Benefits 
0208753 6681 
Cleaner Greener hotline 
020 8753 1100- 

cleaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:d 

eaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk 

Council tax 

0208753 6681 

Electoral services 

0208753 4466 

electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto: 
electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk 
Environment 
0208753 1081 


Family information 
service 

0208753 2450 

fis@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:fis@lbhf.gov.uk 

Housing 

0845 3133935 

Libraries 

020 7361 3610 

libraries@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:li- 
braries@lbhf.gov.uk 
Parking control 
020 7371 5678 

parking@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:park- 
ing@lbhf.gov.uk 
Parking permits 
0208753 6681 


parkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:pa 

rkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk 

Planning 

02087483020 

planning@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:plan- 
ning@lbhf.gov.uk 
Register Office 
0208753 2140 

registeroffice@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:reg- 

isteroffice@lbhf.gov.uk 

Report it 

0208753 1100 

Switchboard 

02087483020 


CITY OF WESTMINSTER 


with what you have - but they 
don’t know your ultimate goal.” 

Since moving to London in 
2005, Michael has worked with 
more than 400 clients on a one-to- 
one basis and has spoken at 250 
events. 

His technique is to focus on 
every aspect of a client’s life - re¬ 
lationships, health and fitness, 
work-life balance - zeroing in on 
precisely what is holding them 
back. 

In many cases, he says, it is the 
weight of expectation that stunts 
the further development of suc¬ 
cessful individuals. 

Michael says: “Nobody told you 
that being at the top meant you’d 
be watched intensely, especially 
by the ones who care about you 
most. 

“Everyone expects you to be a 
strong, strategic, charming, 
money-making genius all of the 
time. 

“If you don’t reach those expec¬ 
tations, you view it as a loss. 

“An excellent and strategic 
coach’s priority is to make you 
act, feel and look like a champion, 
making you an expert at turning 
situations around in your 
favour.” 

Michael is in the process of 
writing his second book on life¬ 
coaching following the staggering 
success of his debut, From Good 
To Amazing: No Bulls**t Tips For 
The Life You Always Wanted - a 
self-help collection of handy hints 
covering different areas of per¬ 
sonal development. 

He is known in the field for his 
occasionally unusual methods, 
often introducing different clients 
to each other and hosting dinners 
for multiple guests. 

Michael is even taking to the 
big screen to feature in The 
Coaching Movie - a forthcoming 
documentary film about the ins 
and outs of the industry - which 
is due for release next year. 

His tailored programmes of 
support - spanning anything 
from three months to a year - 
seem to strike a particular chord 
in Central London, where some of 
the capital’s high-fliers congre¬ 
gate on a daily treadmill to reach 
the top. 

But sometimes, says Michael, 
even the most successful among 
us require a confidence boost. 

He says: “You feel that with ev¬ 
erything you want to achieve, 24 
hours hardly cuts it. You have to 
make choices between activities 
such as dinner with friends and 
preparation for a meeting. 

“Maybe you sacrifice an hour 
at the gym for an hour planning 
to meet contacts. You then have 
no idea when you last saw your 
friends outside Facebook and a 
day off at the gym turns into a 
month. There is a way to manage 
it all. 

“You need to have the right per¬ 
son to hold you accountable for 
what you choose to do or not to 
do. You need to feel good about 
your decisions. If you don’t, it 
means there is room to improve - 
and you could probably do with 
someone to point it out.” 
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The biggest-ever free flu vaccination drive has been launched in London 

Parents are encouraged to let 
their youngsters have flu jab 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea 
Council is urging parents to be 
aware that children as young as 
two-years-old can have the flu 
jab. 

As the biggest-ever free flu 
vaccination drive has been 
launched in London, authorities 
are urging residents to know 
that you’re never too young for 
protection. 

This year’s ‘Stay Well This 
Winter’ campaign will see over 
700,000 children aged two to 
seven years old in London get¬ 
ting protection from flu. 

The programme has been ex¬ 
tended to children in school year 
3, meaning a further 107,000 can 


be vaccinated compared with 
last year. 

“At-risk adults, including 
those with long-term health con¬ 
ditions such as asthma or heart 
disease, pregnant women and 
those over 65, will also be offered 
a free flu vaccination. Residents 
of long-stay care homes and car¬ 
ers should also get the flu jab,” 
said a Council spokesman. 

“Building on the success of 
last year, children aged two, 
three and four can get the vacci¬ 
nation from their GR Parents of 
children in school years X 2 and 
3 are asked to give permission 
for their child to receive the free 
nasal spray vaccination at 


school. 

“Flu is not the same as the 
common cold and we must recog¬ 
nise the difference. Flu symp¬ 
toms tend to start much more 
suddenly, can be more severe, 
and last longer.” 

Along with its appeal, the 
Council has issued a guideline of 
“flu facts”. 

• Children are most likely to 
spread flu to others 

• Several million people get 
flu each winter, which led to 
more than 2,000 NHS intensive 
care admissions across the UK 
last year. 

• Flu can be particularly dan¬ 
gerous for those with long-term 


health conditions, like respira¬ 
tory disease (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, bronchitis 
or emphysema), diabetes heart, 
kidney or liver disease; and 
chronic neurological diseases 
(multiple sclerosis or cerebral 
palsy) 

• Pregnancy naturally weak¬ 
ens the body’s immune system, 
and so flu can cause serious com¬ 
plications for a mother and her 
newborn baby. 

Those eligible for a free flu 
vaccination are asked contact 
your GP, pharmacist or midwife 
for more details. Find out more 
about flu symptoms and what 
can be done visit NHS Choices. 


An alternative view : councillor Robert Atkinson 


LAST week, because the Tory 
councillors of RBKC were in a 
hurry to get to supper, having first 
allowed a speech proposing that 
Kensington & Chelsea form a sin¬ 
gle Parliamentary Constituency 
based on the boundaries of the 
local authority , they then refused 
to hear any arguments against, 
closed the meeting and silenced 
any opposition. So here are the op¬ 
posing arguments: 

1/ The determination of parlia¬ 
mentary boundaries should not be 
a ‘tidying up’ exercise or arrived at 
for the convenience of officialdom. 
Parliamentary Constituencies 
should be based around real com¬ 
munities. And this is what the 
draft proposals put forward by the 
Boundary Commission and 
favoured by the Tories, fail to do. 

2/ The guidelines to which the 
Boundary Commission is sup¬ 
posed to adhere also require it to 
try to make as few changes as they 
can to existing arrangements and 
constituencies. 

Unfortunately, if priority is re¬ 
ally given to creating a single 
united seat for the Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea the knock 
on effects will break up communi¬ 
ties all the way across London. 

Were the boundary changes to 
centre on a united RBKC seat they 
would have a disastrous and desta¬ 
bilising effect on surrounding bor¬ 
oughs and communities and like a 
rock thrown into a pool would pro¬ 


duce destructive ripples going 
right across London. 

Fortunately, the alternative pro¬ 
posal that I favour, while reluc¬ 
tantly accepting the requirement 
to reduce the number of parlia¬ 
mentary seats in the Central Area 
of London from 5 to 4 , has the 
merit of not having any impact on 
the rest of London outside the cen¬ 
tre core. So no unhelpful ‘knock 
on’ effects. 

3/ Neither do I accept that Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea really is a sin¬ 
gle harmonious community. I 
favour boundaries that accept that 
there are clearly two ,and arguably 
three, different communities con¬ 
tained within the borough and I be¬ 
lieve that Parliamentary 
Constituency Boundaries should 
accept the reality of these different 
communities. 

# North Kensington with its 
preponderance of social housing, 
large BME community , low in¬ 
comes and reliance on public edu¬ 
cation has far more in common 
with Paddington and North West¬ 
minster than it does with the very 
wealthy and privileged south of 
the borough . It needs an MP who 
supports the retention and im¬ 
provement of the Carnival ,the 
importance of decent social hous¬ 
ing and of publically funded state 
education for the area’s children. 

• North Kensington already 
looks to St Mary’s Hospital for 
medical emergencies and the West 


London Clinical Commissioning 
Group already stretches eastwards 
to include Westminster’s Queens 
Park, Bayswater and Paddington 
wards. 

• And the best evidence that the 
Royal Borough is not a single com¬ 
munity is surely the longevity fig¬ 
ures for different wards which 
show that the average age at which 
men die in the borough can vary 
by as much as 20 years (if you 
compare morbidity figures be¬ 
tween Knightsbridge/ Hans Town 
Ward in the south and Golborne 
or Dalgarno Wards in the north) 

• Neither do I accept that 
Knightsbridge and Sloane Avenue 
with their glitzy internationally 
promoted, plate glass stores and 
annoying luxury boy car racers 
form a single community with the 
quiet residential streets of stuc¬ 
coed Chelsea. 

So let’s accept our differences, 
go our separate ways and bring 
back the North Kensington / North 
Westminster seat which worked so 
well for Karen Buck between 1997 
and 2010 and let Knightsbridge 
and Sloane Avenue join up with 
the glamorous world of Central 
London and Westminster. 

This then leaves the Centre and 
the South of the borough to con¬ 
tinue with their harmonious ‘mar¬ 
riage’ with the aspiring grand 
parts of Fulham to the satisfaction 
of all. 
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New appeal to watch 
for signs of child abuse 

AN appeal has gone out to residents of Kensington and 
Chelsea to keep a special watch for suspicious signs of 
child neglect after NSPCC research discovered that one 
in 10 suffer the abuse. 

Kensington and Chelsea Council has teamed up with 
the NSPCC to drive a six-month campaign to persuade 
residents to take a "zero tolerance" attitude to child 
neglect and never to look the other way. 

The children's charity, with support from the Local 
Children's Safeguarding Board, will work with the 
Kensington and Chelsea, Westminster City and 
Hammersmith & Fulham councils. 

They will also be working with staff at nurseries and 
Children's Centres to ensure children experiencing 
neglect get access to the help they need to turn their 
lives around. 

"The NSPCC knows that providing the right help at 
the right time can change a child's life,"said a council 
spokeswoman. "Although the number of neglect cases 
referred by the NSPCC helpline to external agencies for 
further investigation has fallen, there are likely to be 
more cases that have gone unreported. 

"Neglect is the ongoing failure to meet a child's basic 
needs such as feeding them and clothing them. It is 
the most common form of child abuse with one in ten 
children experiencing it. We are calling on people to 
take a zero tolerance approach to neglect and contact 
the NSPCC's helpline on 0808 800 5000 if they have any 
concerns about a child." 

Councillor Elizabeth Campbell, the Royal Borough's 
Cabinet Member for Families and Children, said: "No 
child should ever experience neglect. It is important 
that people are aware of likely tell-tale signs and know 
how to raise their concerns. 

"We want to ensure the safety of all children and 
young people in the Royal Borough and that is why we 
have launched this campaign with the NSPCC so that 
people know what to do if they suspect neglect." 

Children who are neglected may have: 

• poor appearance and hygiene 

• health and development problems 

• housing and family issues 

"Having one of the signs or symptoms doesn't 
necessarily mean that a child is being neglected. But if 
you notice multiple, or persistent, signs then it could 
indicate there's a serious problem,"said the 
spokeswoman. 

Emma Motherwell, NSPCC Local Campaigns 
Manager explained: "Preventing neglect is everyone's 
responsibility. If we're all aware of the signs we can get 
help for children before it has a lasting impact. With 
help they can recover. Neglect can be anything from 
leaving a child home alone to the very worst cases 
where a child is denied medical care. It can affect any 
family regardless of background. 

"The effects can last into adulthood if help isn't 
sought. Neglected children may find it difficult to 
maintain healthy relationships with other people later 
in life, including their own children." 
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MP: boundary change 
would ‘unify’ borough 


FROM PAGE 1 

tions to liaise with just one 
MP who can represent the 
area as a whole.” 

“The Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea has 
historically united these two 
areas of London since 1965. 
The intention then, as now, 
was to create boroughs large 
enough to be efficient but also 
accessible and accountable 
with a strong sense of local 
identity. 

“But reuniting Kensington 
and Chelsea is one of the most 
effective ways of achieving 
this, and going forward, will 
further reinforce residents’ 
identification with this spe¬ 
cial area. 

Mrs Borwick added that 
the “local RBKC motto 
roughly translates to ‘How 
good to dwell in unity’, so the 
unity of Kensington and 
Chelsea again would be very 
prescient!” 

A spokesman for Mrs Bor¬ 
wick said: “The current 
boundary proposals mean 
that under the rules of the 
Conservative Party, in the 
next election Victoria could 
seek reselection to become 
the prospective parliamen¬ 
tary candidate for the Conser¬ 
vative Party in Kensington 
and Chelsea and Greg Hands 
could seek reselection to be¬ 
come the prospective parlia¬ 
mentary candidate in 
Hammersmith and Fulham. 



Kensington MP Victoria 
Borwick wants Kensington and 
Chelsea to be reunited as a 
parliamentary constituency in 
the Boundary Review in order 
to 'reinforce residents' 
identification with this special 
area' 

“In comparison, the 
Labour Party has proposed 
that the Borough be split be¬ 
tween three constituencies, 
rather than being repre¬ 
sented by one MP. This would 
mean Kensington and 
Chelsea residents would be 
divided between three con¬ 
stituencies with three MPs: 
Westminster and Kensington 
North; Chelsea, Fulham and 
South Kensington; and the 
Cities of London and West¬ 
minster. 

“To divide the Borough 


into three electoral con¬ 
stituencies would exacerbate 
the difficulties and frustra¬ 
tions for residents. 

“It follows no natural 
boundaries, breaks up the 
strong local identity of an 
area that has for so long 
formed part of a unified com¬ 
munity and makes the work 
of the Kensington and 
Chelsea council more difficult 
in seeking to implement poli¬ 
cies that have relevance 
throughout the Borough. 

“Dividing the Borough be¬ 
tween three constituencies 
would also have a negative 
impact on West London as a 
whole. These alternative pro¬ 
posals would result in each of 
the West London local coun¬ 
cils, including Hammersmith 
and Fulham, Westminster, 
and the Royal Borough, see¬ 
ing their residents split 
across multiple constituen¬ 
cies.” 

The Boundary Commission 
is keen for any person or or¬ 
ganisation interested in the 
proposals for their area to 
make written or oral repre¬ 
sentations. If you would like 
to write in support of these 
proposals, submit your com¬ 
ments before 5th November 
2016, either online at 
www.bce2018.org.uk or via 
post to Boundary Commis¬ 
sion for England, 35 Great 
Smith Street, London, SW1P 
3BQ. 


. 
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Ecclestone arson probe 


DETECTIVES are still 
hunting two hooded 
arsonists over a firebomb 
attack on the £66 million 
Chelsea home of Formula 1 
tycoon Bernie Ecclestone's 
daughter Petra. 

Scotland Yard has 
released CCTV images of 
the pair seen outside the 
27-year-old's home in Old 
Church Street when a 
bottle of flaming liquid was 
hurled over the front gates 
and narrowly missed her 
£60,000 Range Rover. 

The bottle smashed onto 
the brick driveway and 
erupted in flames. 

Petra, pictured above 
right with sister Tamara, 
her art dealer husband 
James Stunt and their three 
young children were not at 
home at the time of the 
attack at 5.25pm on April 
24. 

Detectives from 
Kensington and Chelsea 
are appealing for help to 
identify two men wanted in 
connection with the arson. 

"CCTV caught the 
moment a bottle of 


flammable liquid was 
thrown over the gate of the 
property and smashed on 
the floor next to the 
owner's Range Rover,"said 
a police spokesman. "CCTV 
identified two black men 
wearing dark clothing run 
past the address at the 
time of the incident. One of 
the men then threw the 
bottle over the gate." 

Anyone who can help the 
investigation is asked to 
contact Kensington and 
Chelsea CID via 101 or 
email BSMailbox- 
.Gangs@met.police.uk. To 
give information 
anonymously contact 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111 or visit the website 
crimestoppers-uk.org 



NEWS 
FROM 
NICK 

Leader of Kensington and Chelsea 
council, Nick Paget-Brown 

Remembered 
with affection: 
old offices and 
dear colleague 

F aced with a mountainous 
backlog of emails the other 
week I did what any re¬ 
sponsible politician would 
do and took off round our 
town hall for a bit of a stroll. 

I no longer harbour any delusions 
that my sudden appearance on the 
shop floor will lead to an increase in 
productivity a la the Hawthorne ef¬ 
fect; in fact, the best I managed on 
my perambulation was a “good af¬ 
ternoon” from a rather eager grad¬ 
uate trainee and a barely 
perceptible nod from a press officer 
up on the third floor. But that does¬ 
n’t bother me at all. Not in the 
slightest. 

Anyway, one of the pleasures of 
walking the town hall corridors is 
remembering them as they were. I 
have been on the council for about 
30 years and in that time, the town 
hall has undergone some profound 
changes, decoratively, demographi- 
cally and culturally. 

Gone are the old brown carpets 
and with them the coffee stains of 
yore. Gone too are the hundreds of 
little offices varying in size accord¬ 
ing to seniority. Today, pretty much 
everything is open plan and much 
brighter and airier because of it. 
Also gone are the phalanxes of typ¬ 
ists, the boxes of carbon paper and 
blotting paper, the fax machines 
and the bottles of Quink - apart 
from the one on my own desk that 
is! 

There are far more senior women 
around, and far more people from 
ethnic minorities. There are also 
far fewer suits being worn which 
some claim is liberating, though 
personally I can’t imagine feeling 
freer than one does when wearing a 
well-cut suit and a nicely polished 
pair of brogues. 

But some things are the same. 
There is still a great deal of good-hu¬ 
moured exchange between mem¬ 
bers of a team, between different 
teams, and departments. And as a 
result there are a great many friend¬ 
ships and relationships in the town 
hall which contribute to our mostly 
very pleasant working atmosphere. 
But then, from time to time, existen¬ 
tial realities intervene. 

The other week the council lost 
Anne Lehane, a solicitor with Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea for over 20 
years. Anne specialised in social 
care and was known to be 
formidable in defence of the vulner¬ 
able people of this borough. She 
was also a woman with a quick wit 
who had many close colleagues and 
friends at the council. 

One day she was amongst them, 
vital as always, the next she was 
gone. Passing by on my walk, the 
shock and grief up on the third floor 
where Anne worked was palpable. 
Faced with such an enormity there 
is nothing much one can say. All we 
can do is try and remember her, and 
her work. This piece is a small con¬ 
tribution. 


To contact the Leader of the 
council, Cllr Nick Paget-Brown, 
email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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Support for refugees is just the ticket 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

LOCAL theatres are offering 
free tickets to refugee chil¬ 
dren as part of a campaign 
by leading figures from the 
arts world to prompt minis¬ 
ters into action. 

Both the Bush Theatre in 
Shepherd’s Bush and the 
Lyric in Hammersmith have 
thrown their support behind 
the free tickets initiative, 
which is being led by some 
of London’s top arts and cul¬ 
ture representatives. 

More than 20 venues - in¬ 
cluding Sadler’s Wells, the 
Royal Opera House and the 
Old Vic - have signed up to 
campaign and are calling on 
the Government to move 
faster to allow refugee chil¬ 
dren into the UK. 

The collaboration of the¬ 
atre chiefs wrote to immigra¬ 
tion minister Robert Good¬ 
will ahead of the shutdown 
of the Calais ‘jungle’ camp 
last week. 

They urged ministers to do 
“everything they can to en¬ 
sure the protection of all un¬ 
accompanied children”. 

Theatres bosses said the 
offer of free tickets was “one 
small expression of the de¬ 
sire of millions of UK citi¬ 
zens” to do “whatever they 
can to welcome these vulner¬ 
able young people in a gen¬ 



ing for the Home Office to do 
the right thing.” 

During a town-hall debate 
on the refugee crisis, Conser¬ 
vative councillors accused the 
Labour leadership of organis¬ 
ing “publicity stunts” on the 
subject. 

Councillor Caroline Ffiske 
called on the council to “close 
the gap between rhetoric and 
reality”. 

She added: “We should be 
focusing here in Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham on helping 
vulnerable families and get¬ 
ting them settled here in our 
borough.” 


Sean Holmes, artistic director at the Lyric Hammersmith, said 
the free tickets idea was 'a small gesture of solidarity' 


erous and open-hearted 
way”. 

Sean Holmes, artistic di¬ 
rector at the Lyric Hammer¬ 
smith, added: “As part of the 
community of theatres sup¬ 
porting this initiative, the 
Lyric Hammersmith is offer¬ 
ing a welcome to young 
refugees and their families. 
It’s a small gesture of soli¬ 
darity but we hope an impor¬ 
tant one.” 

The offer came as council 
leaders reaffirmed their com¬ 
mitment to providing homes 
for refugee children in Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham. 

Last month a crew of 40 
volunteer social workers 


from the borough travelled 
to Calais to assess and regis¬ 
ter some of the children in 
the camp ahead of its demo¬ 
lition. 

Council leader Stephen 
Cowan and cabinet member 
for social inclusion Sue Fen- 
nimore also journeyed to 
France to visit the ‘jungle’. 

Cllr Cowan said: “We have 
foster parents standing by 
ready to help and will pro¬ 
vide a safe haven for 15 
refugee children who have 
no relatives in the UK. The 
Government has promised to 
help these children. So we 
are saying loud and clear 
that we are ready and wait- 



LIFEBOAT crews rescued four 
Hammersmith schoolgirls after their 
boat capsized in the Thames. 

The rowers, from St Paul's Girls' 
School, had been tipped into the river 
after swerving to avoid another boat. 

Rescue teams from the Chiswick RNLI 
rushed to help them after a strong 
current had swept the girls onto a large 
buoy. 

RNLI helmsman Andy Mayo was in 
charge of the rescue boat and his 
colleagues Gavin Simmons and Holly 
Walters quickly hauled the rowers on 
board. The four scullers were said to be 
"in good spirits"following the rescue, 
although they were suffering from the 
cold. The dramatic rescue happened at 
around 9.30am last Tuesday (October 
25) close to the Chiswick RNLI Lifeboat 
station. It was the team's 3,000th 
callout since lifeboats were established 
in London 14 years ago. 


Art celebration 

Luxury hotel chain Dorsett 
will play host to an array of 
artworks during an 
exhibition at its Shepherd's 
Bush venue this week. 

The hotel's golden atrium 
has been filled with displays 
celebrating the Asian Art in 
London festival. 

Artworks including a series 
of images by the acclaimed 
photographer Han Bing will 
be housed in the atrium from 
Thursday, November until 
Saturday, November 12. 

Business vote 

BUSINESS leaders are 
encouraging people in 
Hammersmith and Fulham to 
cast their votes in a 
nationwide competition. 

HammersmithLondon - 
the local business 
improvement district - has 
been nominated for an 
environmental award for its 
Talgarth Road sustainable 
pathway scheme. 

Voting closes on Sunday, 
November 7. Visit 
www.britishbids.info/our- 
services/bid-awards-20 7 6 


Residents defy plan 


CAMPAIGNERS determined 
to save their homes from de¬ 
molition say they will carry 
on the fight after almost 100 
people turned out to show 
their support at a public 
meeting. 

Residents of the West 
Kensington and Gibbs 
Green estates are engaged in 
a bitter planning row with 
developer Capital and Coun¬ 
ties over its proposals for 
the Earl’s Court masterplan. 

They fear the huge rede¬ 
velopment will force them 
out of their homes and they 
have put forward their own 
‘People’s Plan’ to rebuild the 
estates. 

A total of 94 people - in¬ 
cluding 78 estate residents - 
attended the annual general 
meeting for the West Ken 
Gibbs Green Community 
Homes organisation. 

Resident Julia Lawlor 
gave an emotional speech at 


the meeting, explaining that 
four generations of her fam¬ 
ily had lived in her current 
home. 

She said: “If I wanted to 
move I would have done so 
a long time ago. This is a 
special place and we are not 
going without a fight.” 

The developer has already 
been granted planning per¬ 
mission for the project, 
which it says will create 
1,500 affordable homes and 
£500 million in community 
benefits. 

A spokesman said: “The 
New Homes Space, which 
showcases the new homes 
estate residents will receive, 
has been open to estates res¬ 
idents for some months and 
hundreds of people have 
viewed what their new 
homes will be like. The over¬ 
whelming majority tell us 
that they like what they 
see.” 
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The Old War Office on Horseguards Avenue is to become a luxury hotel 


Churchill’s Old War Office 
to become a luxury hotel 


by Adrian Hearn 

PLANS for a £1 billion project to 
transform The Old War Office into 
one of London's finest hotels and 
apartment blocks have been revealed. 

The grand Whitehall building, 
which has featured in James Bond 
films and was used by Sir Winston 
Churchill, was sold by the Ministry of 
Defence to the Hinduja brothers for 
£350 million in March. 

They took out a 250-year lease and 
have teamed up with EPR Architects 
to convert the Grade II listed building 
and its £100 rooms into a "world class 
hotel" which they claim will set new 
standards in luxury. 

Documents submitted to Westmin¬ 
ster Council this month reveal plans 
for a 125-room hotel with a 600-person 
ballroom, restaurants, retails units 
and a rooftop bar. 

There will also be 88 apartments 
made up of one, two, three, four and 
five bedroom flats and luxury leisure 


facilities. 

In the proposals, EPR 
Architects describe 
The Old War Office as 
of "unquestionable his¬ 
toric significance, con¬ 
structed at a time the 
British Empire was at 
its zenith". 

They are calling it a 
"once in a lifetime op¬ 
portunity" to secure the 
heritage of the building 
and grant it a new life 
for future generations. 

It is made up of 25 mil¬ 
lion bricks and 30,000 tonnes of Port¬ 
land and York stone. There are 
two-and-a-half miles of corridors, 
many of which are 10-feet wide. 

The plans have been met with 
mixed views from locals and property 
experts in the area. 

The Westminster Society is support¬ 
ing the scheme, which they have de¬ 
scribed as being "well thought 


through". 

However, one 
resident in a sev¬ 
enth storey apart¬ 
ment opposite 
has objected to 
the additional lev¬ 
els which they 
claim will obliter¬ 
ate the view from 
their living, din¬ 
ing and bedroom 
windows. 

When the tro¬ 
phy asset was 
openly marketed 
in 2014 it was expected to attract bids 
of around £100 million. 

The Hinduja Brothers, in partner¬ 
ship with OHL Desarrollos, ended up 
spending £350 million on the 580,000 
sq/ft property. 

If the central London project gets 
the go-ahead then it is likely to be 
worth in excess of £1 billion when 
completed. 



Sir Winston Churchill 



A stunning staircase shows the magnificent interior of the building 



Illustration showing Lord Kitchener receiving Lord Roberts at his 
desk in the Old War Office 



The building has two-and-a-half miles of corridor, many of which 
are 10 feet wide 


■ THE Old War Office was com¬ 
pleted at a cost of £1.2 million in 
1906 and was used by Sir Winston 
Churchill and Lord Kitchener. 

The building is located on Horse 
Guards Avenue at its junction with 
Whitehall. It contains about 1,000 
rooms across seven floors, linked by 
2Vi miles of corridors. The construc¬ 
tion of the War Office building took 
five years. 

The building is somewhat oddly 
shaped, forming a trapezium in 
order to maximise the usage of the 
irregularly shaped plot of land on 
which it was built. Its four distinctive 
domes were designed as a decora¬ 
tive means of disguising the build¬ 
ing's shape. 

In October 1940 four bombs hit 
the building, causing superficial 
damage and killing one person. 

It was hit by a further seven 
bombs during the war but damage 
to the building remained minimal. 



The building continued to be used 
by the Ministry of Defence and is 
not open to the public. In August 
2013 it was announced that the 
building would be put up for sale on 
the open market with the aim of re¬ 
alising offers in excess of £100 mil¬ 
lion 

In October 1940 four bombs hit 
the building, causing superficial 
damage and killing one person. 

It was hit by a further seven 
bombs during the war but damage 
to the building remained minimal. 

The War Office was abolished in 
1964 but the building continued to 
be used by the Ministry of Defence 
until its sale this year. 



The architects' impression shows the unusual shape of the building 
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Luxury care for dementia sufferers 
comes at a cost of £2,000 a week 


THE UK's first luxury 'five star' 
care home for people suffering 
from dementia has been 
launched - with prices starting 
at £2,000 per week. 

Residents of Chelsea Court 
Place have a cinema, library 
and 24-hour kitchen where 
meals are put together by an 
award-winning chef. 

To keep residents stimulated, 
there is pet therapy, cooking, 
craft lessons, gar¬ 
dening, music and 
daily exercise pro¬ 
grammes including 
Zumba and yoga. 

There are also 
spa therapies and 
beauty and groom¬ 
ing services avail¬ 
able in the 
hydrotherapy 
room. 

The home has 15 
premium en-suite 



Rooms by the interior designer at Chelsea Court Place 


apartments, with rooms per¬ 
sonally customised with the 
help of the residence's interior 
designer. 

It has been designed to emu¬ 
late the design of private mem¬ 
bers' club and cater to the 
unique needs of memory care 
residents. 

The purpose-built residential 
and day care centre, which is 
staffed by dementia experts, is 
located on the corner of the 
prestigious King's Road in Lon¬ 
don. 

Residents get round-the-clock 
nursing care, 24 hour 
concierge, tailored individual 
daily activities and events and 
access to the cinema, library 
and indoor garden. 

Food will be provided by head 
chef, Matt Dodge, and sous chef 


Alex Mortean. 

Prices at the centre start from 
£2,000 per week and include all 
bills and wifi. 

It is open to dementia and 
Alzeimher's sufferers of any 
age and individuals are eligible 
for Government-funded contri¬ 
butions subject to assessment. 

The centre, set up by Innova¬ 
tive Aged Care, has been 
launched in Chelsea because it 
has been predicted the royal 
borough will have the highest 
growth in new dementia diag¬ 
nosis in the capital over the 
next 20 years. 

Currently the borough has 
the smallest number of beds for 
dementia residents, with a 
ratio of only 0.2 dementia beds 
per 100. 

With 64,400 people living with 


a dementia diagno¬ 
sis in London and 
17,000 new cases 
being diagnosed 
each year, Innova¬ 
tive Aged Care has 
plans to continue 
expanding in Lon¬ 
don to service the 
growing demand of 
specialist memory 
care. 

Guy Geller, chairman of 
Chelsea Court Place, said: "We 
have created a beautiful home 
and concept that doesn't re¬ 
strict the freedom of our resi¬ 
dents. 

"There will be ample staff to 
ensure members are able to go 
for a walk outside and enjoy 
the beautiful surroundings as 
well as sleep, eat and bathe at 
their leisure. 

"We encourage our residents 
to retain their independence 
and mobility and our devoted 
team will be on hand to support 
them, every step of the way." 

Chelsea Court Place is being 
run on a day-to-day basis by 
general manager Dr Christine 
Bunce and managing director 
James Cook. 
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We Care For You 


FREE CONSULTATION & LEGAL ADVICE 
AVAILABLE FOR YOU 


• Asylum & Immigration 

• New Point Based System 

• Settlement Application (ILR) 

• European Law 

• Nationality & Travel Documents 

• Human Rights Applications 

• High / Court Appeals 

• Family Matters and Divorce 


Benefit with very competitive rates, tailored 
advice & service to suit your specific needs, 
24 hour response to all online enquires and our 
many years of experience. 


Switching Visas 
Over Stayers 
Legacy Case 
Work Permits 
Visa Extensions 
Judicial Reviews 
Tribunal Appeals 
Student Appeals 



Contact us today... 

190 Merton High Street, Wimbledon, London SW19 1AX 

1 min walk from South Wimbledon Tube Station 

Tel: 02085 401 666 Fax: 02085 430 534 
www.rashidandrashid.co.uk Email: Iaw786@live.com 
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Politicians unite to oppose 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

POLITICAL adversaries will 
put down their swords and 
stand shoulder to shoulder this 
week as Londoners form a 
united front against the Gov¬ 
ernment’s “outrageous” deci¬ 
sion to back a third runway at 
Heathrow airport. 

Town Hall chiefs in Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham - from 
both the Labour and Conser¬ 
vative ranks - are leading the 
charge against expansion as 


former foes join forces for the 
battle ahead. 

Giants of London’s political 
battleground are also expected 
to unite in opposition to a third 
runway this week, with the 
prospect of Mayor Sadiq Khan 
and his predecessor Boris 
Johnson sharing a platform. 

The closing of ranks was 
triggered last week by the Gov¬ 
ernment’s momentous deci¬ 
sion to publically support the 
creation of an extra runway at 
the UK’s largest airport. 

It prompted a series of envi- 
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The Government has decided to publically support the creation of an extra runway at Heathrow 


ronmental organisations, 
pressure groups and local 
councils to threaten legal ac¬ 
tion in a bid to block the ex¬ 
pansion. 

Now, after years of wran¬ 
gling over the need for extra 
capacity, Londoners are gear¬ 
ing up for an almighty strug¬ 
gle to stop the capital becom¬ 
ing a “city of planes”. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
council’s Labour leader 
Stephen Cowan stood united 
with Conservative opposition 
leader Greg Smith against the 
plan. 

Cllr Cowan said: “This ad¬ 
ministration is thoroughly 
opposed to Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s decision to 
progress the Heathrow third 
runway option. 

“I do, however, agree with 
what Mrs May said in 2009 
when she advised all of us 
that A third runway will re¬ 
sult in thousands of addi¬ 
tional flights, increased noise 
and more pollution for thou¬ 
sands of people’. That’s not a 
price the residents of Ham¬ 
mersmith & Fulham should 
pay. 

“The government must 
show leadership and pursue 
other, more environmentally 
positive, options.” 

Cllr Smith said: “Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham Conserva¬ 
tives have always opposed 
the expansion of Heathrow 
airport and will continue to 
do so.” 

In a strongly-worded at¬ 
tack, Sadiq Khan accused the 
Government of “running 
roughshod over Londoners’ 
views” and warned of a “dev¬ 
astating” impact on air qual¬ 
ity and noise pollution for 
those living under the new 
flight paths. 

He added: “I will continue 
to challenge this decision and 
I am exploring how I can best 
be involved in any legal pro¬ 
cess over the coming months. 

“Most urgently, the Gov¬ 
ernment must set out how it’s 
possible for Londoners not to 
suffer from the additional air 
and noise pollution that we 
know will be created by an 
additional runway at 
Heathrow. 

“They also need to guaran¬ 
tee that they will fully fund 
the billions of pounds needed 
to improve road and rail con¬ 
nections to Heathrow - Lon¬ 
doners cannot be expected to 
pick up the bill for this.” 

Conservative political 
heavyweights were also 
queuing up to criticise the de¬ 
cision last week as Foreign 



Zac Goldsmith, whose 
resignation has triggered a 
by-election in Richmond Park, 
said he would stand again as 
an independent, promising to 
make the campaign a 
'referendum on Heathrow' 

Secretary Boris Johnson de¬ 
clared the third runway “un¬ 
deliverable” and ex-Tory may- 
oral candidate Zac Goldsmith 
resigned as the MP for Rich¬ 
mond Park. 

Mr Johnson said the “hell 
of aircraft noise” would lead 
to an “unacceptable erosion” 
of Londoners’ quality of life. 

“No other city would 


dream of subjecting so many 
hundreds of thousands of peo¬ 
ple to more noise pollution in 
the way that a third runway 
would,” he told the BBC. 

“What I worry about is 
that, down the line, if and 
when a third runway were to 
be built, there would be an 
overwhelming clamour to 
build a fourth runway as 
soon as it was completed and 
then what would London be 
like? You would have New 
York - the city of skyscrap¬ 
ers; Paris - the city of light; 
and London - the city of 
planes. Is that really what we 
want for our fantastic capital 
city?” 

Mr Goldsmith, whose res¬ 
ignation has triggered a by- 
election in Richmond Park, 
said he would stand again as 
an independent, promising to 
make the campaign a “refer¬ 
endum on Heathrow”. 

He also claimed the com¬ 
plexity of legal questions and 
costs would ultimately pre¬ 
vent a third runway from get¬ 
ting off the ground. 

Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham’s resident-led Airports 
Commission concluded 
nearly two years ago that 
Heathrow expansion would 
have a severe detrimental im¬ 
pact on quality of life for peo¬ 
ple living in the borough. 

Heathrow said the decision 
would “keep Britain grow¬ 
ing” at the heart of the global 
economy, while delivering 
competition and choice for 
passengers. 



Town Hall chiefs in Hammersmith and Fulham - from both the 
Labour and Conservative ranks - are leading the charge against 
Hathrow expansion as former foes join forces for the battle ahead 
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third runway at Heathrow 


For and against: 
the Heathrow view 

London MEP Syed Kamall 

London could have had a 
new airport for the future, 
rather than this expensive 
stop-gap solution. 

Last year, I gathered to¬ 
gether people from Fosters & 
Partners with sovereign 
wealth funds representing 
over a trillion dollars and 
they told me that if the Gov¬ 
ernment gave the go ahead, 
London would get a new air¬ 
port, probably somewhere on 
the Thames estuary. 

They told me that the UK 
was a reliable investment, a 
global hub of trade and com¬ 
merce, and from their point 
of view, a safe bet. 

Heathrow expansion is 
merely a sticking plaster and 
won’t solve the long-term de¬ 
mand for airport capacity. 

If Britain is to thrive, we 
need to be sending out a bold 
message to the world that we 
are a forward-thinking na¬ 
tion, looking to the future. 
Not a place where we just 
stick a plaster over the 
cracks. 

Heathrow is going to reach 
capacity again within a few 
years. The Department for 
Transport’s own figures 
show 50 per cent more people 
will travel through UK air¬ 
ports by 2030, so if we expand 
Heathrow with one runway 
or two, where do we build af¬ 
ter that? Do we bulldoze 
Windsor or Southall, or go 
south? 

And then there are the ob¬ 
vious safety concerns of 
large airliners flying over 
London too. It doesn’t take a 
scientist to work out that 
noise and pollution will in¬ 
evitably increase over large 
parts of London, despite im¬ 
provements in both. 

If there was no alternative 
then I could understand - but 
there is an alternative. Why 
waste money now on a stop¬ 
gap when we could be build¬ 
ing for the future? 

Our economy needs a new 
airport for the future. We 
must lead the world. We have 
a solution but this announce¬ 
ment is ignoring it. 

Charlie Mullins, Pimlico 
Plumbers founder 

I am calling on the Govern¬ 
ment to grant immediate per¬ 
mission for a new runway to 
be built at Gatwick, in addi¬ 
tion to Heathrow, for the 
sake of the UK economy. 

We’ve been kicking the 
idea of an additional runway 
around since the 1970s and 
it’s about time someone fi¬ 
nally made a decision. 

The fact is that we need ex¬ 
tra capacity at our airports 
otherwise the economy will 
not fulfil its potential. 

This, however, is only the 
first step to solving our prob¬ 
lem. It shouldn’t have been 
an ‘either or’ decision - we 
need an extra runway at both 
Heathrow and Gatwick. 

In the wake of the referen¬ 
dum result, the UK needs to 


show to the world it is open 
for business and politicians 
cannot afford to sit around 
and talk for another 10 years. 

If both runways were to be 
built it would provide a huge 
boost to local employment, 
although due to our struc¬ 
tural skills gap we may need 
to pick up the phone to the 
Chinese if it is to be com¬ 
pleted this side of the cen¬ 
tury. 

Deidre Wells OBE, chief 
executive of tourism trade 
association UKinbound 

UKinbound is delighted that 
a decision has been made by 
the Government and that the 
building of a new runway at 
London Heathrow will now 
move forward. 

Seventy-one per cent of in¬ 
bound visitors fly to this 
country and the expansion 
of our global gateway - Lon¬ 
don Heathrow - is crucial to 
the UK’s future growth. 

We would like to congrat¬ 
ulate London Heathrow and 
also urge the airport to 
swiftly move forward with 
the development of a third 
runway. 

With overseas visitor 
spending accounting for £22 
billion in export earnings 
and tourism the UK’s third 
biggest employer, it’s imper¬ 
ative that work to expand the 
UK’s airport capacity faces 
no further delays. 

The UK’s tourism industry 
is predicted to continue its 
rapid growth as a key desti¬ 
nation for leisure and busi¬ 
ness travellers. 

Given this, we ask the 
Government to develop a 
transport infrastructure to 
match demand and that a 
second runway at London 
Gatwick not be dismissed in 
the long-term. 

Dale Keller, chief executive 
of the Board of Airline 
Representatives in the UK 
(BAR UK) 

We welcome that a decision 
has finally been made to al¬ 
low an additional runway at 
Heathrow - and yet for us 
this is simply the beginning 
and the real work starts now. 

We look forward to engag¬ 
ing closely with the Govern¬ 
ment and Heathrow Airport 
Limited during the public 
consultation and National 
Policy Statement process 
that follows, to ensure that 
the new capacity can be fi¬ 
nanced without pre-funding 
by today’s passengers and be 
delivered on-time and at a 
cost that is affordable to air¬ 
lines and the travelling pub¬ 
lic. 

The new runway will de¬ 
liver further vital connectiv¬ 
ity for the whole of the UK’s 
economy in an increasingly 
globalised world. 

Caroline Russell AM, Green 
Party London Assembly 
Member 

The decision to choose 
Heathrow as the preferred 
option, depending on the fi¬ 
nal vote next year, has of¬ 
fered temporary relief for the 


people living under the new 
flight paths but prolonged 
their anguish as they wait 
another 12 months to find out 
their fate. Imagine a motor¬ 
bike zooming outside your 
front door from morning to 
night - this will be the new 
reality for west Londoners 
who will be blighted by more 
air pollution and intrusive 
noise because of this miser¬ 
able decision. 

This is a two-pronged 
problem for west Londoners. 
As well as contending with 
noisy flights, their local 
roads and public transport 
will be clogged with in¬ 
creased traffic, worsening 
their daily journeys and ex¬ 
acerbating air pollution. 

There is no way expansion 
should even be on the table 
when air pollution in 
Heathrow already exceeds le¬ 
gal limits. 

This is a bad decision that 
will accelerate climate 
change and makes a mock¬ 
ery of the Government’s an¬ 
nouncement to ratify the 
Paris Agreement. 

I am calling on the Mayor 
of London to influence the 
Government to make sure al¬ 
ternatives to yet more expan¬ 
sion are explored. 

Annually there are around 
10 million seats of unused ca¬ 
pacity on the Eurostar and a 
frequent flyer levy could help 
use existing runways more 
efficiently. 

The Mayor should, for ex¬ 
ample, convince the Govern¬ 
ment to renegotiate the cur¬ 
rent Eurotunnel fee 
structure that means both 
trains and passengers pay ar¬ 
bitrary fees and makes inter¬ 
national train travel so ex¬ 
pensive. 

Transport for London esti¬ 
mates that £18 billion of in¬ 
vestment will be needed to 
upgrade the transport infras¬ 
tructure around an expanded 
Heathrow with just £1 billion 
coming from Heathrow. 

The Mayor must explain 
how TfL’s finances will cope 
with the additional pressure 
if this does happen. 

He should also set out how 
he will ensure the clean air 
savings his Ultra-Low Emis¬ 
sions Zone might bring can 
be safeguarded against emis¬ 
sions from Heathrow expan¬ 
sion. 

Mike Cherry, national 
chairman of the Federa¬ 
tion of Small Businesses 

This decision on airport ca¬ 
pacity is a welcome boost for 
British business, which 
could deliver up to £211 bil¬ 
lion of extra economic 
growth, 180,000 jobs and dou¬ 
ble the apprenticeships at 
Heathrow to a total of 10,000. 

We now need to see bud¬ 
gets committed and shovels 
in the ground as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

The green light for a major 
infrastructure project like 
this is essential to increasing 
exports, jobs and growth 
throughout the UK, with 
more long-haul routes and 
double the capacity for 


freight. 

We have already worked 
closely with Heathrow to guar¬ 
antee small firms will play a 
major part in the huge £16bn 
procurement exercise to build 
the runway and associated 
works. 

When the runway is built, 
FSB members will want to see 
promises for increased re¬ 
gional connectivity delivered, 
in addition to new routes to 
overseas destinations - boost¬ 
ing freight exports and con¬ 
necting our world-beating 
businesses to new markets. 

At a time when FSB’s latest 
small business confidence in¬ 
dex shows 62 per cent of small 
firms view the domestic econ¬ 
omy as a barrier to growth, 
this is a clear signal Britain 
is open for business. 

John Holland-Kaye, chief 
executive, Heathrow Airport 

The team at Heathrow are 
starting the important work 
to deliver the vital new run¬ 
way that the UK needs to com¬ 
pete in the world. A new run¬ 
way will open trade routes and 
create jobs up and down the 
UK. Heathrow will play a key 
role in making our country 
stronger and fairer for every¬ 
one. 

We look forward to working 
with the Government, busi¬ 
nesses, airlines, the CAA and 
our local communities to de¬ 
liver an airport that is fair, af¬ 
fordable and secures the ben¬ 


efits of expansion for the 
whole of the UK. 

Stewart Wingate, chief 
executive, Gatwick Airport 

We are disappointed as we do 
not believe this is the right an¬ 
swer for Britain. Gatwick has 
put forward a credible fi- 
nanceable and deliverable 
plan for expansion. 

It is a plan that can guaran¬ 
tee growth and guarantee cer¬ 
tainty for Britain. We look for¬ 
ward to studying the full 
reasons behind the Govern¬ 
ment’s decision in detail. 

The challenges facing 
Heathrow have not changed. 
Our message today is that 
Gatwick stands ready to pro¬ 
ceed when the time comes. 

Sadiq Khan, London Mayor 

This is the wrong decision for 
London and the whole of 
Britain. The Government are 
running roughshod over Lon¬ 
doners’ views. 

Just five months ago I was 
elected as mayor on a clear 
platform of opposing a new 
runway at Heathrow - a posi¬ 
tion that was shared by the 
Conservative, Liberal Demo¬ 
crat, Green and UKIP candi¬ 
dates in that election. 

A new runway at Heathrow 
will be devastating for air 
quality across London - air 
pollution around the airport 
is already above legal levels of 
N02. 

Heathrow already exposes 


more people to aircraft noise 
than Paris CDG, Frankfurt, 
Amsterdam, Munich and 
Madrid combined. A third 
runway would mean an extra 
200,000 people impacted, ex¬ 
posing 124 more schools and 
43,200 more schoolchildren to 
an unacceptable level of noise. 

An expanded Gatwick 
would have boosted our econ¬ 
omy without causing these 
huge air and noise pollution 
problems and it could be built 
quicker and cheaper. 

I will continue to challenge 
this decision and I am explor¬ 
ing how I can best be involved 
in any legal process over the 
coming months. 

Most urgently, the Govern¬ 
ment must set out how it’s pos¬ 
sible for Londoners not to suf¬ 
fer from the additional air and 
noise pollution that we know 
will be created by an addi¬ 
tional runway at Heathrow. 

They also need to guarantee 
that they will fully fund the 
billions of pounds needed to 
improve road and rail connec¬ 
tions to Heathrow - London¬ 
ers cannot be expected to pick 
up the bill for this. 


What’s your view? 


Share your point of view on 
the controversial Heathrow 
expansion plans. Please email 
London Weekly News reporter 
Jack Dixon at this address - 
jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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Pictured: Labour MPs Heidi 
Alexander and Chuka Umunna 
with charity representatives - 
and copies of the South London 
Press campaign launch 
edition - in Westminster on 
Tuesday 


Less than a month ago, our 
sister paper, the South 
London Press, launched a 
campaign to tackle the 
stigma around mental health 
and raise important funds to 
pay for life-changing 
treatments. The response 
from readers, among them 
many who take the London 
Weekly News, has been 
staggering, with thousands 
of pounds being donated. 

We have teamed up with 
local charity Lambeth and 
Southwark Mind to shine a 
light on the hidden health 
problems in our community 
and make a real difference 
to thousands of lives. 

Our Change Is Possible 
appeal aims to banish many 
of the stereotypes and 
misconceptions that 
surround mental health. But 
we are also on a mission to 
raise tens of thousands of 
pounds for Lambeth and 
Southwark Mind, whose 
staff, trustees and volunteers 
work tirelessly every day to 
improve the health and 
wellbeing of some of south 
London’s most vulnerable 
people. Here, reporter Jack 
Dixon enlists the support of 
South London MPs to the 
Change Is Possible 
campaign 


IMMh arU 


CHANGE IS POSSIBLE 


MPs back campaign 
to expose hidden 
mental health crisis 


EXCLUSIVE 

BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

South London MPs pledged to 
take the fight for better mental 
health all the way to Westmin¬ 
ster this week, as senior politi¬ 
cians lined up to support the 
South London Press Change Is 
Possible campaign. 

A team of top politicians 
came forward to endorse the 
appeal, which aims to reduce 
the stigma around mental 
health in south London and 
raise vital funds for Lambeth 
and Southwark Mind. 

Labour MPs Heidi Alexan¬ 
der, Neil Coyle, Jim Dowd, 
Vicky Foxcroft, Helen Hayes 
and Chuka Umunna all signed 
up to support the campaign, 
standing shoulder to shoulder 
with charity representatives 
in Westminster on Tuesday. 

It is the first political en¬ 
dorsement for our appeal and 
comes as the fundraising total 
nears its next major milestone 
of £5,000. 

Heidi Alexander, who repre¬ 
sents Lewisham East and 


served as shadow health secre¬ 
tary until earlier this year, 
urged readers to support our 
“life-saving” campaign. 

“For too long mental health 
hasn’t been given the priority 
it deserves,” she said. 

“When you’ve got a broken 
leg, everyone sees it. When 
you’re suffering from poor 


mental health, the effects can 
be no less debilitating but all 
too often it’s not thought to be 
so serious. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

“I urge everyone to get be¬ 
hind the campaign. If you can 
give, please be as generous as 
you can. If you can’t, speak to 
a friend or neighbour and 


spread the word. It really 
could be life-saving.” 

Streatham MP Chuka 
Umunna said mental health 
was a “cradle to grave issue” 
that required closer attention 
within the NHS. 

He added: “While stigmati¬ 
sation around mental health is 
being challenged, far too many 
people in this country still feel 
as if they have to pretend they 
have something else wrong 
with them when they are 
struggling with a mental 
health condition. 

“By raising funds for new 
support groups, staff and facil¬ 
ities, Mind is playing an im¬ 
portant role in supplying vital 
services and tackling stigma 
around mental health in south 
London.” 

Mind has lobbied the Gov¬ 
ernment to commit to a series 
of strategies designed to im¬ 
prove the treatment of people 
with mental health problems. 

It has consistently called for 
parity of funding between 
mental and physical health 
problems, while pressing min¬ 
isters to improve access to 
talking therapies and crisis 
care. But we hope the support 
of our local MPs will now 
make a huge difference in 
driving mental health up the 
political agenda. 

South London Press direc¬ 
tors Philip Evans and Hannah 
Walker welcomed the endorse¬ 
ment as a key step forward in 
our campaign for change. 

They said: “We are delighted 
to see that so many of our local 
parliamentary representa¬ 
tives share our passion and we 
are sure they will do every¬ 
thing they can to promote the 
cause among their colleagues 
in Westminster.” 


soutNondonpres 



lives blighted hy 



Plea to help island 
horror crash victim 

Wa yr» CarnpMI tjW 


A GREAT WAY TO HELP 7 


Jim Dowd, 

Lewisham 
West and 
Penge 

“Mental health 
is often referred to as the 
‘Cinderella’ of the NHS both 
because of the huge number 
of people who suffer with 
these problems and that, 
compared to other areas of 
the health service, it 
receives proportionately 
much lower funding. One in 
four people will experience 
a mental health problem but 
barely a quarter of these 
will receive sufficient help. 
More needs to be done to 
tackle this issue.” 



Helen Hayes, 

Dulwich and 
West Norwood 

“Anyone can 
experience 
mental health problems but 
mental health services do 
not receive adequate 
resources and stigma sadly 
still means that we don’t 
talk about our mental 
health enough. That makes 
local services like Lambeth 
and Southwark Mind all the 
more important. They do 
such valuable work to 
improve the wellbeing of 
those struggling with 
mental health issues and 
they will be able to achieve 
even more with the money 
raised by the Change Is 
Possible campaign.” 



Vicky 
Foxcroft, 

Lewisham 
Deptford 

“The South 
London Press and Lambeth 
and Southwark Mind 
Change Is Possible 
campaign looks to be a great 
way to help tackle the 
stigma surrounding mental 
health. Raising awareness 
and hearing people talk 
openly about their stories 
can give vulnerable people 
the confidence to reach out 
and seek support.” 




Neil Coyle, 

Bermondsey 
and Old 
Southwark 

“My whole life 
has involved mental health 
awareness as my mum has 
schizophrenia. This shaped 
some of my earliest and 
most difficult memories but 
watching her and our wider 
family not get the help 
needed raised my 
awareness of how poorly we 
as a country treat mental 
health problems and their 
impact. Coalition and 
current Government cuts 
have hit mental health 
services badly and left south 
London with insufficient 
services, with the police 
often left to deal with the 
consequences. Raising 
awareness and seeking 
better support now should 
be a priority for us all.” 
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Hard up health workers 
forced to use food banks 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

HARD-pressed health service workers in 
London are turning to high-rate loans, pawn¬ 
ing their belongings and visiting food banks 
as they struggle to make ends meet, a leading 
union has claimed. 

Unison said financial hardship had led to al¬ 
most half of its members in the health service 
seeking help from friends and family in the last 
year alone. 

The shock findings were revealed in the 
union’s annual survey of health staff, underlin¬ 
ing the human cost of pay freezes over several 
years. 

It found that more than one in 10 workers had 
sold off possessions in order to ease their cash 
flow concerns while a similar proportion had 
leant on payday loans companies to help them 
cope. 

Many felt the financial squeeze so acutely that 
it affected their homes, with 15 per cent either 
moving to a less costly property or freeing up 
money by re-mortgaging. 

Just over one in eight had sought the help of a 
debt advice service to combat their money prob¬ 
lems. 

The union said the situation was now so dire 
that one per cent of members had even visited 
food banks to collect emergency supplies. 

Christina McAnea, Unison’s head of health, 
warned of an “exodus” of health workers unless 
the pay issue was addressed. 

“These figures paint a shocking picture of the 
effects of pay restraint on hardworking NHS 
staff,” she said. 


“They are having to sell or pawn their belong¬ 
ings, move house or ask relatives for financial 
help while doing critical and life-saving jobs in 
our health service. 

“NHS staff are now 14 per cent worse off than 
they were in 2010, NHS finances are tighter than 
ever, pressure and demand in the system con¬ 
tinues to grow, inflation is expected to rise - and 
something has to give.” 

She added: “The Government needs to act now, 
starting with a clear strategy for improving pay 
before the situation deteriorates even further 
and we are faced with an exodus of hard-work¬ 
ing, caring staff.” 

Unison said the “extreme difficulties” faced by 
many workers were underlined by the number 
that were supplementing their income with 
extra work. Almost one in five admitted to tak¬ 
ing on further work to top up their take-home 
pay. 

Worryingly, more than four fifths of health 
workers surveyed said they had considered 
leaving and over half said they were serious 
about quitting. 

One London worker who took part in the sur¬ 
vey said: “I am financially worse off now than 
seven years ago, as are most of my colleagues. 

“I can’t even afford to send my children to 
extra-curricular clubs like cub scouts and foot¬ 
ball. 

“I have never felt as demoralised and worth¬ 
less as I do right now.” 

Unison has called for a pay increase for health 
service workers in line with the cost of living, 
as well as the introduction of a UK-wide pay 
scale. 


Unhealthy diets storing up a major crisis 


AFTER years of health warnings about the risks 
of a junk food diet, new research reveals London¬ 
ers are still not eating the recommended five por¬ 
tions of fruit and vegetables a day. 

Major charities teamed up with a leading super¬ 
market this week to stress the benefits of a 
healthy diet amid rising levels of type 2 diabetes 
and heart disease. 

A major survey found that a shocking 85 per 
cent of adult Londoners were failing to get their 
five-a-day, despite worrying about how a poor 
diet could damage their health. 

Around 630,000 people in London are currently 
living with heart and circulatory disease, while 
tens of thousands more are saddled with type 2 
diabetes. Both conditions are associated with un¬ 
healthy diets. 

The National Charity Partnership - a collabo¬ 


ration between Diabetes UK, the British Heart 
Foundation and Tesco - is now stepping forward 
to urge Londoners to change their bad habits or 
risk developing killer conditions in the future. 

Babs Evans, head of prevention for the partner¬ 
ship, warned that the UK was heading for a 
“major health crisis” unless there were drastic 
changes in eating habits. 

“Many thousands of people in London already 
live with type 2 diabetes and heart and circula¬ 
tory disease. These conditions are potentially life- 
threatening - but also largely preventable,” she 
said. 

“If our eating habits don’t change to include 
more healthy options like fruit and vegetables, 
the UK as a whole could be heading towards a 
major health crisis.” 
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Andre Rieu in Maastricht 


5 days from £599 Flying direct from an airport near 
you, 7 & 14 July 2017 

This extended break includes an evening in the 
company of Andre Rieu and his Johann Strauss 
Orchestra, and visits to Amsterdam and the ‘Diamond 
Capital’, Antwerp. 

Tour highlights 

y/ A seated ticket to see Andre Rieu live in concert on the 
Vrijthof Square in Maastricht (ticket upgrades available) 
y/ Visits to Amsterdam, Maastricht and Antwerp 

Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 
y/ Four nights’ bed and breakfast hotel accommodation at 
a four-star standard hotel in the Eindhoven area, return 
flights and transfersan airport near you 
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Hollywood, Vegas & the 
Grand Canyon 

10 days from £1149 Flying from London Heathrow, 
May, September, October, November 2017, April & May 
2018 

Visits to two of America’s most famous cities and the 
chance to experience the awe-inspiring chasm that is 
perhaps nature’s greatest wonder. 

Tour highlights 

y/ Spend three nights close Los Angeles 
S Visit Holly wood 
y/ The awesome Grand Canyon 
y/ A four-night stay in Las Vegas 
y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 
S Eight nights’ room only carefully chosen touring hotel 
accommodation, return flights and transfers 
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Gain extra sales, introductions to 
new customer and a noticeable 
edge over your competitors by 
using Bartercard. Bartercard is 
business tool offering you many 
unique advantages, including 
guaranteed new customers, 
improved cash flow and reduced 
cash expenses. 


Call: 0800 840 6333 

or visit: www.bartercard.co.uk 


Call 0330 160 7747 quote SLP 
Visit www.newmarket.travel/slpl8874 


[ These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. 
ABTAV7812.AT0L protected 2325. Subject to availability. /7|\ |||ARTA 
Single supplements apply Standard phone charges Z-iwithc.nfid.nc. 


Call 0330 160 7747 quote SLP 
Visit www.newmarket.travel/slpl9148 


I These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. 

ABTAV7812.ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. /7}\ 0&ARTA 
Single supplements apply Standard phone charges _ ^HfLtn......... 
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Anxious times at Kensington 


T HESE must be anxious 
times at Kensington 
Palace, as William, Kate 
and Harry wait to see if 
their determined plan for 
a better way for dealing with mental 
health is going to go transatlantic or 
if it is going to be dashed back to a 
darker age. 

A bigger picture for mental health 
has been envisaged by the young roy¬ 
als and their plan is already gaining 
much support and a great deal of cov¬ 
erage as they strive to break down a 
fundamental misunderstanding that 
there is no difference between break¬ 
ing your leg and breaking your mind. 

For centuries, there has been a 
huge disparity in the difference in 
our attitudes to physical and mental 
health. For the former, we have 
funded much research into new 
medicines and cures for various dis¬ 
eases. But for the latter, our feeling 
has tended towards the resignation 
that it is somewhat incurable, best to 
just tranquilise its sufferers and in 
extreme cases lock them away. 

The fulcrum of the philosophy be¬ 
hind the Heads Together campaign of 
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
and Prince Harry challenges this 
thinking. Their view appears to be 
the wiser take, that illness of the 
mind is no more weird or stigmatis¬ 
ing than illness of the body. 

Prince William spelled this out re¬ 
cently when he, Kate and Harry 
hosted an awareness drive on World 
Mental Health Day. 

In a joint speech the royals made 
an impassioned plea for society to 
recognise the proliferation of mental- 
health problems, saying the sooner 
everyone reaches out to help the bet¬ 
ter. 

Prince William told guests that 
“we all have mental health like we do 
physical health, good or ill”. He said 
mental health isn’t “a dirty word”. 

He said: “Not seeking help at those 
times when it all seems too much, or 
we are depressed or anxious, can im¬ 
pact the rest of our lives. Put simply, 
the three of us want to make asking 
for help no longer a big deal.” 

Referring to his day job, Prince 
William said: “Personally, in my 
work at the air ambulance, I see how 
colleagues and families help each 
other through traumatic moments. 
The three of us have learned a lot in 
the past few months as we have met 
people. The conclusion we are com¬ 
ing to is that the more we all talk 
about this, the more collectively as a 
society we can do to support one an¬ 
other.” 

He was backed up by his brother, 
who said: “It’s not rocket science but 
most of us don’t know what to do if a 
friend or family member is suffering. 
Having some basic knowledge, and 
having the confidence to act on your 
knowledge, can make a huge differ¬ 
ence to those around us. 

“As William said earlier, we all 
have mental health, just as we all 
have physical health. Too often we 
think mental-health problems are 
things that happen to other people, 
not us. But we will all experience 
pressure on our mental health at 
some point during our life. The more 
we accept that, the better we can help 
each other. Catching it and recognis¬ 
ing it early saves lives.” 

The young royals are throwing 
every effort that they can make into 
affecting turning the tide of our atti¬ 
tudes against mental illness; from en¬ 
listing competitors to run in support 
of mental-health charities in next 
year’s London Marathon - on which 
platform Prince Harry says: “If you 
are already running, or planning to 
run for another great cause, there 
will be lots of other ways to show 
your support and help make it the 



The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
and Prince Harry have a determined 
plan for a better way to deal with 
mental health - and will no doubt be 
hoping Hillary Clinton, who is a fan 
of their thinking, beats Donald 
Trump in the race for the White 
House this month 

marathon for mental health; to¬ 
gether, we can start the biggest ever 
national movement to end stigma on 
mental health and change the conver¬ 
sation for everyone” - to Kate pen¬ 
ning the foreword for a new book of 
puzzles created by the code-breakers 
of GCHQ in aid of Heads Together. 

The Duchess writes: “William, 
Harry and I are very grateful that 
this book is supporting our Heads To¬ 
gether campaign. I hope it will not 
only amuse and challenge readers 
but help to promote an open discus¬ 
sion of mental-health problems, 
which can affect anyone regardless of 
age or background. 

“Together, we are aiming to 
change the national conversation 
around mental health from stigma 
and fear to openness and understand¬ 
ing. Those who buy this book and 
support the Heads Together cam¬ 
paign will be playing a part in help¬ 
ing people get the important 
mental-health care they deserve.” 

Kate writes of the “national con¬ 
versation” but she, William and 
Harry know that to truly effect a dif¬ 
ference in our attitude to mental 
health then it needs to be made an in¬ 
ternational effort. 

And, as is the way with most 
things from the motor car to the com¬ 
puter, if you want to make improve¬ 
ment then you have to get America 
behind it - because like it or not the 
American way has the greatest influ¬ 
ence on the thinking of the planet. 

Which brings us back to the anx¬ 
ious times at Kensington Palace, as 
they wait alongside the rest of us for 
the result of the presidential election. 

Prince Harry has already made 
great advances in steering the USA 
around to his thinking on the matter 
of mental health, most especially 
with how it afflicts those who, like 
him, are veterans of the war zones. 

In May, at the start of Harry’s In- 
victus Games, the worldwide sport¬ 
ing event that celebrates wounded 
veterans, he stressed that war 
wounds can be mind wounds when 
he went on television to speak with 
first lady Michelle Obama about the 
importance of seeking help for psy¬ 
chological disorders like post trau¬ 
matic stress disorder. 



“Mental illness is not a life sen¬ 
tence,” Prince Harry said during an 
appearance with Mrs Obama on 
Good Morning America. “If you open 
up and speak about it and get the 
right help as soon as possible, then 
you can find coping mechanisms and 
you can get your life back on track. 

“A lot of veterans have never had 
a chance to really talk about their 
feelings and their emotions. The 
worst thing when you’re in the 
Forces is trying to talk about your is¬ 
sues and people not accepting them 
and people not understanding it. It’s 
a hidden injury. Mental health is a 
sensitive subject among a lot of peo¬ 
ple - but it doesn’t need to be. We 
need to talk to about it more, get ret 
rid of the stigma.” 

Harry’s stand in the US has won 
applause from influential thinkers. 
The mighty Huffington Post com¬ 
mented: “He’s absolutely correct. The 
negative perceptions around mental- 
health conditions often prevent peo¬ 
ple from seeking treatment - but a 
greater, cultural conversation 
around them could help alleviate 
that. As many as 20 per cent of Amer¬ 
ican veterans who served in Opera¬ 
tions Iraqi Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom have PTSD. And nearly 20 
former service members die by sui¬ 
cide each day. 

“The prince’s advocacy couldn’t be 
more necessary during a time when 
veteran mental health is at the fore¬ 
front of the political narrative here at 
home. Ultimately, there needs to be 
more compassion toward veterans 
who may be dealing with a mental- 
health issue and awareness that ex¬ 
periencing one is not a weakness.” 

Another fan of Harry’s thinking 
and that of his brother and sister-in- 
law is Hillary Clinton. 

“I believe that together we can 
make sure that the next generation 


gets quality mental-healthcare — 
without shame, without stigma, with¬ 
out barriers,” Mrs Clinton says in a 
statement, on her campaign website, 
which echoes the attitudes of the roy¬ 
als. The Democrat candidate has pro¬ 
posed the most far-sighted agenda on 
improving mental health which has 
ever been thought of by any would-be 
president. 

Her spokesman said: “Hillary Clin¬ 
ton has announced her comprehen¬ 
sive plan to support Americans 
living with mental-health problems 
and illnesses - by integrating our 
healthcare systems and finally 
putting the treatment of mental 
health on par with that of physical 
health. 

“Nearly a fifth of all adults in the 
US, more than 40 million people, are 
coping with a mental-health problem. 
Close to 14 million people live with a 
serious mental illness such as 
schizophrenia or bipolar disorder. 
Moreover, many of these individuals 
have additional complicating life cir¬ 
cumstances, such as drug or alcohol 
addiction, homelessness, or involve¬ 
ment with the criminal justice sys¬ 
tem. 

“Veterans are in acute need of 
mental healthcare, with close to 20 
per cent of those returning from the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars experi¬ 
encing post-traumatic stress or de¬ 
pression. And the problem is not 
limited to adults: an estimated 17 mil¬ 
lion children in the US experience 
mental-health problems, as do one in 
four college students. 

“Americans with mental-health 
conditions and their families need 
our support. The economic impact of 
mental illness is enormous - at 
nearly $200 billion per year nation¬ 
wide in lost earnings - and the 
human cost is worse. 

“Too many Americans are being 


left to face mental-health problems 
on their own, and too many individ¬ 
uals are dying prematurely from as¬ 
sociated health conditions. 

“We must do better. To date in this 
campaign, Hillary set out policies 
that will direct support to individuals 
with mental-health problems and 
their families - including a detailed 
agenda to support military service 
members and veterans, an initiative 
to end America’s epidemic of drug 
and alcohol addiction, and a robust 
caregivers’ agenda. Now she is build¬ 
ing on those proposals with a com¬ 
prehensive agenda on mental 
health.” 

Mrs Clinton’s plan would: 

• Promote early diagnosis and inter¬ 
vention, including launching a na¬ 
tional initiative for suicide 
prevention. 

• Integrate mental and physical 
healthcare systems so that health¬ 
care delivery focuses on the “whole 
person,” and significantly enhance 
community-based treatment. 

• Improve criminal justice outcomes 
by training law enforcement officers 
in crisis intervention, and prioritis¬ 
ing treatment over jail for non-vio¬ 
lent, low-level offenders. 

• Enforce mental-health parity to the 
full extent of the law. 

• Improve access to housing and job 
opportunities. 

• Invest in brain and behavioural re¬ 
search and developing safe and effec¬ 
tive treatments. 

Mrs Clinton’s spokesman said: “As 
a down-payment on this agenda, 
Hillary will convene a White House 
conference on mental health during 
her first year as president. 

“Her goal is that within her time in 
office, Americans will no longer sep¬ 
arate mental health from physical 
health when it comes to access to 
care or quality of treatment. The next 
generation must grow up knowing 
that mental health is a key compo¬ 
nent of overall health and there is no 
shame, stigma or barriers to seeking 
out care.” 

This and the tens of thousands of 
other words on her website detailing 
the ambitious, thorough and 
widespread changes that Mrs Clinton 
wants to effect to better the life of 
those who are ill of the mind must be 
good news to the young British roy¬ 
als who would gladly welcome a 
transatlantic effort that would in 
turn influence and change world 
thinking on the problem. 

So where’s any reason for anxious 
times at Kensington Palace? 

It is in this: in his agenda on 
healthcare, besides arguing that Oba- 
macare must be repealed and com¬ 
plaining that “providing healthcare 
to illegal immigrants costs us some 
$11 billion annually”, Donald Trump 
offers just 53 words of non-specific 
thought on the subject on mental 
health: “We need to reform our men¬ 
tal-health programs and institutions 
in this country. Families, without the 
ability to get the information needed 
to help those who are ailing, are too 
often not given the tools to help their 
loved ones. There are promising re¬ 
forms being developed in congress 
that should receive bi-partisan sup¬ 
port.” 

One could argue that 53 words do 
not exactly constitute a much-consid¬ 
ered policy and that these 53 in par¬ 
ticular do not exactly imply a great 
commitment to the issue. 

While the royals pride themselves 
on not wanting to influence public 
opinion, let alone attempt to openly 
steer votes in a presidential election, 
one could easily understand if 
William, Kate and Harry with their 
Heads Together campaign hope that 
the vote goes a certain way. 
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Grandpa England 



T elevision chiefs are 
in a flap as the hunt is 
on for the next royal 
blockbuster. As “roy¬ 
als mean ratings” be¬ 
comes the new 

buzzphrase in meetings to brain¬ 
storm the big television hit, the 
smart money is going on the little- 
known story of the King whom the 
Queen used to call Grandpa Eng¬ 
land. 

From Friday, Her Majesty and 
Prince Philip will find themselves 
back in the unusual position of find¬ 
ing their lives dramatised for the 
fascination of millions as Netflix’s 
£100 million, seven-series saga The 
Crown begins to tell the “inside 
story” on the reign of our times. 

Although most homes don’t yet 
have the Netflix feed, the thinking 
of very smart and calculating men 
is that many will sign up for the US 
streaming system by the lure of The 
Crown in which Claire Foy plays 
the Queen from the time of her mar¬ 
riage up to now. 

The series has already attracted 
massive publicity and there will be 
loads more to come, not least if it is 
divulged by Buckingham Palace 
whether Her Majesty likes it or not. 

Either way, it is set to become a 
winner because audiences love a 
good royal story. The success of The 
Queen, in which Helen Mirren 
played Her Majesty in the dark days 
after the death of Diana, is evidence 
of that. 

So too was the reception, critical 
and financial, to The King’s Speech, 
in which Colin Firth played the 
Duke of York, later to become King 
George VI, as he battled to conquer 
a debilitating stammer. Made on a 
budget of £8 million, the movie took 
more than £250 million at box of¬ 
fices internationally. 

More recently, ITV’s Victoria has 
proved itself the royal television hit 
of the year and there is much more 
of Daisy Goodwin’s charming love 
story to come in coming years as 
ITV has quickly realised that it is 
on to a ratings winner and has com¬ 
missioned at least one more series 
and a Christmas special for 2017. 

Now, with The Crown set to be a 
global sensation, producers and 
writers are close to pulling their 
hair out in a fervid search to find 
another cracking royal saga. 

Nowhere is the hunt more intense 
than at the BBC, which has not had 
a good modern royal blockbuster for 
some time. Yes, BBC Two made a 
grand effort of Wolf Hall but that 
Tudor saga was centuries old and 
the ratings successes of the above 
indicate that it is the royal events of 
more recent times that get the best 
results. 

Obvious contenders like the 
Charles and Diana story and the life 
of the Duke of Windsor and “That 
Woman” are said to have been dis¬ 
counted as probably too controver¬ 
sial and the William and Kate story 
would run the risk of being savaged 
by critics as being too obvious a 
cash-in. 

But the life of George V has all 
the drama, heartache and eventful¬ 
ness to fit the bill. 

George Frederick Ernest Albert 
Saxe Coburg-Gotha, as his full name 
might have appeared on a driving li¬ 
cence had he needed one, was not 
born to be king. That destiny fell to 
his older brother, Prince Albert Vic¬ 
tor, Duke of Clarence and Avondale. 
But when Eddy, as he was known to 
his family, fell victim to the flu pan¬ 
demic at the age of 28, the prospect 
of becoming King-Emperor of the 
British Empire loomed for George. 

A good dramatist could make 


Above, King George V with his 
granddaughters. Princess Eliza¬ 
beth - now Queen Elizabeth II - and 
Princess Margaret. Right, George as 
a boy. Far right, the King visits one of 
the battlefields of the First World 
War 

compelling television series of the 
life of George. At the age of just 12 
he was sent from the palace to Dart¬ 
mouth to join the Navy as his father 
thought that this was the best possi¬ 
ble training for a boy. It would not 
take a great imagination to think up 
gripping scenes of a child confused 
and doubtless homesick having to 
endure learning the ropes at the 
HMS Britannia cadet training ship, 
with only his big brother and his 
status to protect him from in¬ 
evitable bullying. 

Then there’s the three years that 
the young royal boys spent at sea, 
touring the world and during which 
time George got a tattoo - of a red 
and blue dragon on his arm, inked- 
in on a visit to Japan - and the voy¬ 
age when both he and his brother 
reportedly sighted the mythical 
ghost ship The Flying Dutchman. 

There are strong love stories to 
also be in the plot. First, the forbid¬ 
den love between George and Marie 
of Edinburgh, his first cousin for 
whom he fell - only to see a union 
opposed and blocked by their moth¬ 
ers, on the grounds that his mum 
thought her family too pro-German 
and her mum disliking England. 

Then George found happiness 
with his brother’s fiancee, Princess 
Victoria Mary of Teck, known to the 
family as May, who grew close to 
her intended’s brother in the time 
when they were mourning Eddy’s 
early death. A year later, George 
proposed, with his grandmother 
Queen Victoria’s approval, and they 
became devoted to each other for 
the rest of their life. 

But it is the unique darkness of 
the time of the reign of George V 
which will make him attractive to 
dramatists, as he is the only king to 
have seen his kingdom twice ap¬ 
proach a world at war. 

When his father Edward VII died 
on May 6 1910, George wrote in his 
diary: “I have lost my best friend 
and the best of fathers. I never had a 



cross word with him in my life. I am 
heartbroken and overwhelmed with 
grief but God will help me in my re¬ 
sponsibilities and darling May will 
be my comfort as she has always 
been. May God give me strength and 
guidance in the heavy task which 
has fallen on me.” 

The “heavy task” wasn’t the half 
of it. King George was to watch in 
horror as relations between the na¬ 
tions deteriorated into the slaughter 
of the First World War and again, 
before his death in 1936, he was to 
foresee it happening once more as 
the storm clouds gathered for what 
was to become World War Two. 

As a television-producer friend 
commented: “A king whose reign 
saw the coming of two world wars? 
My cat could make write a good 
screenplay of that.” 

Besides world war and the rise of 
socialism, communism, fascism and 
Irish republicanism being more 
than enough to drag him away from 
his preferred occupations of collect¬ 
ing stamps and shooting things - 
the expert marksman once bagged 
more than 1,000 pheasants in six 
hours, a killing frenzy that even he 
was later to admit went a little too 
far - there was scandal too. 

Dramatists love scandal and it is 
not difficult to imagine the scenes of 
distress that could be created on the 
screen to replicate the time when a 
radical propagandist, Edward 
Mylius, published a lie that George 
had secretly married in Malta as a 
young man, and that consequently 
his marriage to Queen Mary-May 
was bigamous. 

The lie had first surfaced in print 
in 1893 but George had shrugged it 



off as a joke. But when it surfaced 
again as he took the throne, in an ef¬ 
fort to kill off rumours Mylius was 
arrested, tried and found guilty of 
criminal libel, and was sentenced to 
a year in prison. 

But it is the turbulent political 
times of his reign that will provide 
the greatest lure to screenwriters. 
First, the heated debate of home 
rule for Ireland, introduced - and 
opposed - in 1910. There is much 
drama to be made from the King’s 
desperate attempts to broker agree¬ 
ment among the angry sides as he 
tried earnestly to head off civil war 
in 1914. 

But a greater horror was to con¬ 
front him that year as Britain and 
France went to war with a Germany 
led by Kaiser Wilhelm II, the King’s 
first cousin. 

The nightmare of the slaughter of 
the battlefields was considerably 
worsened for the King by his Ger¬ 
man ancestry. With thousands 
dying each week on the Front, it 
didn’t exactly assist national morale 
that the King’s paternal grandfather 
was Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg 
and Gotha - nor that consequently, 
the King and his children bore the 
titles Prince and Princess of Saxe- 
Coburg and Gotha and Duke and 
Duchess of Saxony. 


Queen Mary, although British 
like her mother, was the daughter of 
the Duke of Teck, a descendant of 
the German Dukes of Wurttemberg. 
The King had brothers-in-law and 
cousins who were British subjects 
but who bore German titles such as 
Duke and Duchess of Teck, Prince 
and Princess of Battenberg, and 
Prince and Princess of Schleswig- 
Holstein. 

Goaded by public opinion crys¬ 
tallised by the comment of HG Wells 
that Britain had an alien and unin¬ 
spiring court, George - who fa¬ 
mously responded: “I may be 
uninspiring but I’ll be damned if I’m 
alien” - set about creating the mod¬ 
ern monarchy with a royal procla¬ 
mation that dumped the House of 
Saxe-Coburg in favour of the House 
of Windsor, ordering all of his fam¬ 
ily to give up their German titles. 

There is much drama also to be 
made from the anxiety at the palace 
of the Russian Revolution of 1917 
and its threat to George’s cousin 
Tsar Nicholas II - and a plot 
hatched by Mil, a branch of the se¬ 
cret service, to rescue the Tsar 
and his family from the revolution¬ 
aries who eventually executed 
them. 

And even my friend’s accom¬ 
plished cat could make a tear-jerk- 
ing episode out of the events of 1922, 
when George went to France and 
Belgium to tour the vast cemeteries 
that were being built by the Impe¬ 
rial War Graves Commission, an 
emotionally taxing visit immor¬ 
talised by Rudyard Kipling in his 
poem The King’s Pilgrimage, in 
which he wrote: 

“And there lay gentlemen from out 
of all the seas 

That ever called him King. 

‘Twixt Nieuport sands and the 
eastward lands where the Four Red 
Rivers spring, 

Five hundred thousand gentlemen 
of those that served their King. ” 

The events of his reign after the 
war would make gripping viewing 
of the televised life of George V too; 
the fighting in Ireland before parti¬ 
tion in 1922, fighting which so horri¬ 
fied the King that he repeatedly 
protested to Prime Minister David 
Lloyd George over government- 
sanctioned reprisals and killings, 
and the King’s human stand during 
the General Strike of 1926, when 
again he opposed the government, 
defending the strikers against accu¬ 
sations that they were revolutionar¬ 
ies by quipping: “Try living on their 
wages before you judge them.” 

On top of that you have George’s 
concern in his later years about the 
rise of Hitler in Germany and his 
warnings that he could see a war 
coming again, and his introduction 
in 1932 of the royal Christmas 
speech, an innovation that he ini¬ 
tially resisted but one which so 
made his popularity with the people 
that by the time of his silver jubilee 
in 1935, he was to typically comment 
on the roaring crowds: “I cannot un¬ 
derstand it - after all I am a very or¬ 
dinary sort of fellow.” 

A Very Ordinary Sort Of Fellow is 
a good name for a royal drama se¬ 
ries if ever there was one. But per¬ 
haps a more winning title would be 
a nick from his eldest granddaugh¬ 
ter, then Princess Elizabeth, now 
our Queen, and upon whom he ap¬ 
parently doted - creating her nick¬ 
name Lilibet, which we shall hear 
said a lot in The Crown. 

In return, she affectionately 
dubbed him Grandpa England. And 
if a good television dramatist can¬ 
not make a must-watch series out of 
that catchy title, then my pal’s cat is 
available now. 
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Teleman 

02 Forum, Kentish Town 
Tuesday November 1 

London indie-poppers who 
have toured with the likes of 
Suede, Franz Ferdinand and 
Belle & Sebastian in recent 
years. Finally making waves 
with high-energy tunes 
channelling 80s synth pop and 
rasping post-punk guitars. 
Fans may remember band 
members Thomas Sanders and 
Pete Cattermoul from doomed 
early 2000s group Pete & the 
Pirates. 



The Lumineers 

Eventim Apollo, Hammersmith 
Friday November 4 

Stadium rockers who 
slingshotted themselves to 
stardom with mega-hit Ho Hey 
in 2012, earning them a double 
Grammy award nomination. 
Now firm festival favourites, 
the foot-stomping Americana 
group are on tour with their 
follow-up album Cleopatra, 
released in April. Often 
compared to fellow folksters 
Mumford & Sons and Noah & 
the Whale. 



James Blake 

02 Academy, Brixton 
Saturday November 5 

Critically adored singer and 
producer whose low-key beats 
and breathy vocals have 
earned comparisons with 
Portishead. Scooped the 
Mercury Prize for his 2013 
album Overgrown and has 
gone from strength to strength 
ever since, with Grammy and 
Brit award nominations to 
boot. The 28-year-old 
Londoner is back in his 
hometown for a sell-out show 
at Brixton’s 02 Academy. 


Katie Melua is growing steadily more ambitious with her advancing years 


F ROM the opening notes, 
which are sung in 
Ukrainian, it’s clear 
there is something unex¬ 
pected about Katie 
Melua’s new album In Winter. 

The sound is created by 25 fe¬ 
male voices pooled from the Gori 
Women’s Choir in Georgia, Katie’s 
country of birth. 

Still best remembered for her 
early 2000s hits The Closest Thing 
To Crazy and Nine Million Bicycles, 
the maturing singer-song¬ 
writer is growing steadily 
more ambitious with 
her advancing years. 

Discovering a 
recording by the 
choir was the in¬ 
spiration for her 
latest work, which 
has been billed as 
an understated 
wintry wonder and 
an antidote to the 
gaudy festive singa- 
longs that tend to domi¬ 
nate the charts at this time of ^ 
year. 

“The idea came from a conversa¬ 
tion I was having with a friend of 
mine a few winters ago,” she re¬ 
veals. We were both lamenting the 
fact that there didn’t seem to be a 
go-to album out there for us to lis¬ 
ten to during the winter months - 
an album that would fill the house 
with wonderful, warm, poignant 
sounds rather than the usual jin¬ 
gle-bells pop songs. 

“So that’s how the album was 
born - out of necessity.” 


With a clear idea about how the 
record should sound, Katie flew to 
Georgia with 12 boxes of equipment 
and built a DIY studio in the small 
town of Gori. 

The journey took the 32-year-old 
back to her homeland, which has 
been a constant source of inspira¬ 
tion since her family moved to 
Northern Ireland and later London 
when she was a girl. 

There were many unknowns. 

Katie was producing her own 
material for the first 
time, she had built 
the studio from 
scratch - and 
the choir had 
never even 
V used head- 
1 phones be- 
I fore. 

I But de- 
f spite all the 
obstacles in 
her path, the 
JT album, Katie’s 
^ seventh, slowly 
began to take shape. 

In Georgia, she recorded 
the first four tracks, including a 
100-year-old Ukrainian carol sung 
in the traditional Slavic tongue. 

An interpretation of Nunc Dimit- 
tis from Rachmaninoffs All Night 
Vigil also makes an appearance on 
the album. 

“I had to have it on the album,” 
Katie says. 

“It took me close to the mythical 
notion I have from my youth of the 
Russian forest, frozen and covered 
in snow, and of my Grandad’s tales 


of escaping from a Siberian labour 
camp.” 

Katie then returned to London to 
complete the record, which is in¬ 
fused with her nomadic culture. 

But she says the winter months 
remained the overriding theme: “I 
feel the stillness of the winter sea¬ 
son really causes us to reflect on 
our lives and relationships, won¬ 
dering if our loved ones share the 
same feelings when it comes to 
growth and the fear of change.” 

Despite Katie’s globetrotting en¬ 
deavours to create the album, it 
was a London bookshop in which 


she found inspiration for the cover 
artwork. 

Thai illustrator Niroot Puttapi- 
pat’s hand-drawn design became 
the icing on Melua’s cake. 

Mesmerised by the Gori choir’s 
tone and sonic richness, Katie has 
invited the singers to join her on a 
tour of Europe to celebrate the 
album’s release. 

She will make her return to Lon¬ 
don’s Theatre Royal just as the 
Christmas tills start ringing. 

Katie Melua will perform at the 
Theatre Royal on November 27. The 
new album In Winter is out now. 


a 


Previewing 
Katie Melua at 
Theatre Royal 

by Jack Dixon 



Thrill-a-minute trip back Christmas special marks 
in time for Genesis fans ^ ame Shirley’s milestones 


GIANT sunflowers. Bat wings. Dou¬ 
ble-necked guitars. Gladiators. It 
can only mean one thing - the re¬ 
turn of prog pioneers Genesis. But 
not quite as we know them. 

The sounds of the 70s legends’ 
biggest hits have been ringing out 
in London this week, performed by 
premier tribute act The Musical 
Box. 

Having entertained close to 1,000 
audiences in the guise of their 
heroes, the Canadian group have 
built a fan base among the biggest 
in the world for a covers band. 

Costumes, props and lighting 
from the original 1974 Genesis tour 
Selling England By The Pound 
were used to bring the band’s ec¬ 
centric performances back to life at 
the Hammersmith Apollo on Mon¬ 
day. 

The Halloween spectacular took 
fans on a thrill-a-minute ride back 
in time, reliving the legendary 
stage shows that billed Genesis the 
most inventive and theatrical per¬ 
formers in rock. The group’s set 
featured guest appearances from 
ex-band members Steve Hackett 



and Phil Collins, who claimed: 

“The Musical Box play it better 
than we did.” 

Topping off a nine-date UK tour - 
their first for seven years - the 
Montreal-based band have even 
been given the seal of approval 
from hard-to-please Genesis archi¬ 
tect Peter Gabriel. 

The Musical Box formed in 1993 
with the express intention of com¬ 
memorating the tour’s 20th an¬ 
niversary. Two decades later and 
they have recreated the feat. 

“They’re not a tribute band,” 
says Collins. “They have taken a 
period and are faithfully reproduc¬ 
ing it in the same way that some¬ 
one would do a theatrical 
production.” 


AT least it will make a welcome 
change from the embarrassing non¬ 
sense of Mrs Brown’s Boys, as BBC 
One prepares for us to spend Christ¬ 
mas this year with Dame Shirley 
Bassey. 

In January, Dame Shirley reaches 
her milestone 80th birthday. In cele¬ 
bration of her phenomenal career, 
BBC One is aiming for viewers to 
join her for a Christmas Day night 
of entertainment from the singing 
icon. The event will be hosted by 
one of her biggest fans, comedian 
David Walliams. 

The one-off special will feature a 
lavish mix of entertainment, com¬ 
edy, surprises and live music, with 
Dame Shirley performing some of 
her biggest and best-loved classics 
backed by a live studio orchestra. 

Dame Shirley said: “This will 
mark two very special milestones 
for me - an occasion not to miss. We 
just need to work out how to fit a 60- 
year career into 60 minutes.” 

David said: “As a lifelong fan of 
Dame Shirley I am thrilled to be 
making a television special with her. 
It really is a dream come true. 
Whenever Dame Shirley and I are 
together we laugh a great deal, so I 



am hoping this will be a hugely en¬ 
tertaining show.” 

Kate Phillips, controller, enter¬ 
tainment commissioning, said: 
“Dame Shirley’s first BBC television 
special aired in 1970 and we’re 
thrilled to welcome her again for a 
truly fabulous night.” 

David will interview Dame 
Shirley in a candid walk through 
her career, from little-known stories 
to highlights from her music career 
to date. He will talk to her about 
how the little girl from Tiger Bay 
grew up to became one of the most 
celebrated and iconic voices of the 
past 60 years. Thanks to hard graft 
and talent, she went from a teenager 
singing in working men’s clubs to 
signing her first artist contract at 16 
and breaking America before The 
Beatles and performing for royalty. 
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S TARRING as the charmless so¬ 
ciopath Vince in the little-known 
black comedy 15 Storeys High, 

Sean Lock carved out the dour 
comic persona that would charac¬ 
terise his future career. 

Alongside his bumbling housemate Errol, 
swimming-pool instructor Vince sneered at 
his council-flat neighbours and concocted 
fiendish plots to avoid the day-to-day duties 
of adult life. 

But while Vince wallowed in his decrepi¬ 
tude, Sean picked up the world-weary, grum¬ 
bling anti-socialite tag and ran with it, 
adopting the frustrated maverick identity 
for a string of well-received stand-up shows. 

Now 53, the Surrey-born comic can claim 
to have succeeded where countless others 
have failed. In translating his unique brand 
of dark, surrealist humour for a popular au¬ 
dience, Sean has brought a fringe style 
crashing into the mainstream. 

While he makes it all look so effortless, 
Sean says writing gags is anything but a 
joke. 

“I spend a lot of time achieving nothing - 
days go by sometimes,” he said in a recent 
interview ahead of his latest tour Keep It 
Light. 

“I have to be at my office in case some¬ 
thing comes along. It’s like fishing. If you 
don’t sit at the riverbank with a fishing rod, 


a line, a hook and a worm on it, you’re never 
going to catch any fish. If I do this for a 
whole day then something will slot into 
place. People perhaps assume that you just 
walk into a room and make this stuff up but 
jokes are very hard to come by.” 

Best known today as the team captain on 
Channel 4’s 8 Out Of 10 Cats, Sean is now 
well established among the panel-show elite. 

A veteran of stand-up stomping grounds 
QI, Have I Got News For You and They Think 
It’s All Over, he has also hosted Dave’s com¬ 
edy jaunt Argumental as well his own Room 
101- style television review show TV Heaven 
Telly Hell. 

It’s on stage, however, that Sean is at his 
most fluent. Cracking wise about politics, re¬ 
lationships and popular culture, he puts a 
bitter slant on the mainstream observa¬ 
tional style. 

His latest stand-up tour, which comes to 
the Hammersmith Apollo in May, features 
snippets on the perils of avoiding a mid-life 
crisis, shopping for glasses and calling out 
James Bond: “I find the very notion of him 
ridiculous - the thought that one man can 
save the world is so childish.” 

Sean’s life has not always been so laugh-a- 
minute, though. In fact, had it not been for 
an eagle-eyed woman called Tina with whom 
he shared a one-night stand, he might never 
have made it this far. 



Sean Lock says writing gags is hard work 


“She said there was something weird on 
my back,” he recalls. “I asked her what it 
looked like and she said it was a patch of 
skin which was black, misshapen, with a 
crusty texture and about the size of a lOp 
piece. I had no idea how long it had been 
there.” 

Doctors at Guy’s Hospital in South Lon¬ 


don diagnosed the mark as a malignant 
melanoma. 

If he hadn’t acted when he did, the cancer 
would likely have spread to his lymphatic 
system and reached an incurable stage. 

Sean would later recall his younger days 
working shirtless on a building site as the 
source of his health problems. 

“Some of the guys had very pale Irish skin 
and were so red they must have been in 
agony,” he told the Daily Mail. 

“But they would never admit it, probably 
because they didn’t want to be thought of as 
soft. You could hardly ask a big Irish fore¬ 
man ‘Please could you rub some Ambre So- 
laire on my back?’.” 

It’s now more than two decades since 
Sean became the first comedian ever to per¬ 
form at Wembley Arena - he was a support 
act for comedy poster boys Robert Newman 
and David Baddiel at the time - but his place 
in the pantheon of great stand-ups is already 
assured. 

That gig in 1993 at the then-12,000-capacity 
venue was seen as a watershed moment for 
the medium. 

Sean Lock has been as good an ambas¬ 
sador as any for carrying the comedy flag in 
the 23 years since. 

Sean Lock will perform Keep It Light at the 
Eventim Apollo in Hammersmith on May 5 
and 6 201 7. 


Every song’s a Maserati 
on new album to drive to 


as*? 

WyW MosourrcH 
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IN his day job in Montreal, 
Dan Moisan is one of the most 
creative minds in the adver¬ 
tising industry of Canada. 

At night, he becomes the 
best songwriter to have come 
out of that land since Neil 
Young. 

Not a lot of people have yet 
heard of his band Mosquito-B, 
despite them touring the UK 
six times. 

But those who have are die¬ 
hard enthusiasts for the 
pumping, memorably- 

melodic, dance-inciting rock 
pop that sounds like it has the 
tunes of Macca, the killer riffs 
of Keef and many would-be 
hits that Queen would have 
liked to have written. 

Nowhere is this hidden tal¬ 
ent better revealed than on 
Use Less U, the new record 
from the big-sound band 
which is only Dan (lead vocal 
and bass), demon guitarist 
Stephanie Gagnon and boom¬ 
ing drummer Jean-Michel 
Perrier. 

And you can now buy the 
album for just a quid. A 14- 
track record for only £1 - is it 
a dud? Very much not - and 
according to Moisan, “per 
album sold, it represents 
more than the amount made 
by an artist who is signed 
with a label. Are artists un¬ 
derpaid in our digital era? 


Yes. But Mosquito-B is re¬ 
thinking the business model 
with a real game-changer - 
you buy directly from the 
sweatshop. No middlemen, no 
pushers, no streamers, no dis¬ 
tributors. Just you and the 
artist, period.” 

With thumping songs that 
ear-worm you after just one 
listen, led by vocals which 
sound like Cat Stevens would 
have done if he had bought a 
Stratocaster, Mosquito-B are 
set to become the band of 
choice for connoisseurs of 
class. 


Songs like Neon Riders, I 
Don’t Know and Abel & Cain 
would be much-prized, take- 
the-roof-off numbers in the 
sets of many stars, if they had 
this exceptional talent to 
make them. 

Mixed at London’s Air Stu¬ 
dios, Use Less U is a five-star 
triumph of spirit-raising rock. 

Highly recommended to be 
played loud in the car. Buy it 
- at mosquito-b.com - in 
preparation for their London 
tour dates next year. Every 
song is a Maserati. 

GB 
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Pupil Calder Douglas with his Rumpelstiltskin mask 
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Pupils put life into 
Grimm’s fairy tales 


PUPILS at Portland Place 
School showed guests the ex¬ 
tent of their creativity dur¬ 
ing a series of performances 
which exhibited their hard 
work over the first half of the 
term. 

Staff and parents the school 
enjoyed an evening of “The 
Grimm’s Fairy Tales” to cel¬ 
ebrate half term. The event 
was a culmination of the 
pupils’ cross-curricular pro¬ 
ject throughout design and 
technology, art, music and 
drama. 

Three shows were per¬ 
formed continually through¬ 
out the evening in different 
rooms so guests could step in 
and out of fairy tales. 

The stories of Little Red 
Riding Hood, Rumpelstilt¬ 
skin and Hansel and Gretel 
were played out using props, 


atmospheric music and act¬ 
ing skills which the pupils 
all designed and worked on 
themselves. They created the 
artefacts in design and tech¬ 
nology and decorated them 
in art. The savvy pupils also 
composed the spooky music 
whilst learning the lines for 
each play. 

The year 7 choir also 
stepped in throughout the 
night to sing the Evening 
Prayer from Hansel and Gre¬ 
tel during the interludes. 

Pupil Calder Douglas, 11, 
played the deceptive 
Rumpelstiltskin. 

He said: “It was a lot of fun 
working on The Grimms 
Fairy Tales throughout the 
term and it was great that 
our parents could come and 
watch us showcase what we 
have been doing at school.” 


Music teacher and Head of 
Year 7, Christina Boyle or¬ 
ganised the show. 

She said: “We are really 
pleased with how it went. 
The pupils have been work¬ 
ing towards this throughout 
the half term so it was bril¬ 
liant to finally see all their 
hard work come together. 

“It was great that they 
could share what they have 
been doing with their par¬ 
ents and it was a fantastic 
evening.” 

Portland Place School is an 
independent co-educational 
school for children aged 8 -18, 
located directly in the heart 
of the City of Westminster. 

For more information on 
the school visit: www.port- 
land-place.co.uk or call 020 
7307 8700. 


High calibre talent on 
show at college concert 



Jonathan Henreich voted best overall performance at the 
DLD College talent show 


AN outstanding collection 
of performing arts were 
showcased during DLD 
College London’s annual 
talent show last week. 

An eclectic mix of 
singers, musicians and 
dancers delighted the audi¬ 
ence with their incredibly 
abilities in the atrium of 
the Westminster Bridge- 
based college. 

Following 14 beautiful 
performances by students 
and teachers, a poll was 
created so the guests could 
select their overall winner. 

The final decision was 
tight due to the high cali¬ 
bre of performances but it 
was GCSE student 
Jonathan Henreich, 16, 
who took the title “Best 
Overall Performance” with 
his rendition of Hall of 
Fame, the Script on the 
Piano. 

Last year’s winner, singer 
Alessandra Lato, 18, also 
won an award for best 
singer after her solo perfor¬ 
mance of “If I Ain’t Got 
You” received a roaring ap¬ 
plause from the audience. 

Peter Hopkins, Head of 
Creative Arts and Director 
of Music organised the pop¬ 
ular event. 

He commented: “The 
amount of talent witnessed 
at this latest show was ex¬ 
ceptional. It really was a 
close call but Jonathan is a 
very skilled and brilliant 
pianist who really pleased 
the crowd with his perfor¬ 
mance. 

“It was another wonder¬ 
ful event held here at DLD 
and we love to give our stu¬ 
dents creative outlets such 
as this event to boost their 


confidence and showcase 
the superb talent we have 
here.” 

Founded in 1931, DLD Col¬ 
lege London is one of the 
oldest and most prestigious 
colleges in the UK, and 
since its foundation has 
built a strong reputation 
amongst students, parents, 
schools and universities. 

In September 2015, DLD 
College London relocated 
to new, purpose-built 
premises at 199 Westmin¬ 
ster Bridge Road, overlook¬ 
ing Westminster and the 


River Thames. 

The college offers stu¬ 
dents the chance to study a 
wide range and flexible 
combination of A-Levels, 
GCSEs, International 
Foundation courses and 
BTEC courses. 

As part of the Alpha Plus 
Group, DLD College aims 
to maintain a 'gold stan¬ 
dard 1 of educational qual¬ 
ity. Classes are small, 
enabling students and 
teachers to focus on the 
most effective ways of 
learning. 
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WineS dine 



The London Steakhouse, Chelsea, is the perfect place for a special meal with friends and is fabulous for a date night 

Exquisite dining 


F OR an exquisite dining 
experience within opu¬ 
lent and relaxing sur¬ 
roundings, the London 
Steakhouse Company in 
Chelsea will provide the perfect 
platform for an elegant evening 
out, writes Nicky Sweetland. 

Opened in 2008, the award-win¬ 
ning London Steakhouse Co City 
restaurant was the first and origi¬ 
nal Steakhouse to bear superstar 
celebrity chef Marco Pierre 
White’s name and was followed a 
year later by London Steakhouse 
Co Chelsea. 

I went along with a friend on a 
rainy Wednesday and my spirits 


were immediately lifted by the ex¬ 
cellent service and stunning cui¬ 
sine. 

The restaurant was surprisingly 
busy for an early evening midweek 
in autumn but we were treated 
with the utmost care and given ex¬ 
pert advice on the extensive menu. 

Within the stylish dining rooms, 
we first sampled a bite-sized mush¬ 
room and spinach risotto with a 
cherry tomato, topped with Parme¬ 
san, which was creamy, light and 
tangy. 

A pair of starters then enthralled 
us, with my companion munching 
on a delightfully rich crab salad 
served with red apple, mint and 


lime and, in an attempt to consume 
as much meat as is humanly possi¬ 
ble, I guzzled the beef short ribs, 
with a barbecue glaze, served with 
a velvety coleslaw. 

For the main, we were advised to 
try the special porterhouse steak; a 
thick and yet beautifully succulent 
serving to share, including fillet 
and sirloin off the bone and served 
with a selection of sauces. 

We had some divine potato cro¬ 
quets (cooked in truffle oil), some 
crispy fries, a little green salad and 
some seasonal vegetables to fulfil 
our ravenous desire. 

In addition we had a crisp, fresh 
glass of 2015 Pinot Grigio delle 


Venezie IGT, Veritiere, and felt like 
we had been thoroughly spoiled. 

We also sampled some of the de¬ 
mure and delectable deserts, with 
my companion enjoying the tradi¬ 
tional British sticky toffee pudding 
and my tastebuds tingled by a won¬ 
derfully prepared creme brulee. 

The London Steakhouse, 
Chelsea, is the perfect place for a 
special meal with friends - or if 
you want to impress that certain 
someone, it is fabulous for a date 
night, offering an astonishingly 
good dining experience, with fabu¬ 
lous cuisine and excellent service. 

For more information, visit 
londonsteakhousecompany.com. 


A traditional 
feel, stunning! 

I WAS tipped off before my first 
visit to Royal China, Fulham, that 
the traditional and fully authentic 
Cantonese restaurant is known to 
serve the best dim sum in London 
- and I wasn’t disappointed, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

Prepared on a daily basis by the 
team of dedicated dim sum chefs 
using the best available ingredi¬ 
ents, the dim sum are freshly 
steamed or fried to order. 

So we thought, before we stuffed 
our faces on the other delights 
available from the extensive 
menu, we had better sample the fa¬ 
mous dumplings. 

My companion tried the mixed 
dim sum (five pieces with three 
prawn and two pork, £15) and I 
stuck to just the pork version (£16). 
The succulent envelopes were 
beautifully prepared and melt in 
the mouth, and served with dip¬ 
ping sauces to make a fulsome 
starter. 

We then decided to embark on 
something of an oriental feast and 
endeavoured to gain a real feel for 
the menu by ordering a variety of 
dishes to share, under the expert 
advice of the attentive and knowl¬ 
edgeable waiting staff. 

First in line was a classic crispy 
duck (£25.80) served with pancakes 
and hoisin sauce, which was 
meaty and hugely gratifying. 

We then sampled some crispy 
noodles with beef (£9.80), which 
were bitingly spicy and comple¬ 
mented with some colourful stirfry 
mix vegetables. 

For a bit more of a British take 
on the menu we tucked into 
chicken fillet in curry sauce 
(£10.80) - and although we tried 
our best, we were grateful to be of¬ 
fered some takeaway containers 
on our departure so we could con¬ 
tinue feeding when we felt a little 
less replete. 

A fantastic restaurant, with a 
traditional feel and simply stun¬ 
ning dim sum, Royal China is per¬ 
fect for an evening of wholesome 
cuisine within relaxing surround¬ 
ings. 

For more information, visit 
theroyalchina.co.uk. 
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Talk of the town 
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A GEING spinster Dr Evadne 
Hinge makes her operatic 
comeback this month in 
comic opera The Dowager’s 
Oyster at The So & So Arts 
Club. Best known for per¬ 
forming with her cabaret partner Dame 
Hilda Bracket (now deceased), Dr Hinge is 
dusting off the old tiara and giving it one 
last whirl in Louis Mander’s rip-roaring 
Carry On-style kiss-me-quick whodunit 
comic opera, which had a first outing at the 
Areola Theatre this year. 

Cynthia and her aged mother, the dowa¬ 
ger, are holidaying on the French island of 
Oleron. 

Cynthia’s fiance can’t join them - he’s on 
his own journey of discovery with a secret 
gay lover in Morocco. 

But when Cynthia and the dowager 
bump into old friends, gossip abounds and 
confusion ensues. 

Hinge and Bracket, in their heyday, were 
the darlings of the London cabaret circuit. 

But it was their 1974 Edinburgh Fringe 
show that took them from the likes of the 
Royal Vauxhall Tavern into the glittering 
West End. 

This was followed by national tours, 
radio and television performances as well 
as their own BBC2 show, Dear Ladies. 





DrEvadne 
Hinge 

_ THE 
DOWAGER’S 
OYSTER 




Composer Louis 
Mander studied 
at the Royal 
College of 
Music and 
the Uni¬ 
versity of 
Birming¬ 
ham. 

His inau¬ 
gural dou¬ 
ble bill The 
Mariner and 
The Clown Of God 
was well reviewed at 
its premiere in Islington in 2011 

Scenes from his full-length opera The 
Life To Come, to a libretto by actor and 
writer Stephen Fry based on an EM Forster 
short story, were performed to consider¬ 
able acclaim at the Britten Theatre, Lon¬ 
don, in July 2013. 

Louis provided the soundtrack for the 
film My Beautiful White Skin, by award¬ 
winning director Stuart Gatt, for 6th Inter¬ 
national Films in summer 2014. 

The Dowager’s Oyster premiered at the 
Grimeborn Festival at the Areola Theatre 
this August and will play at The So & So 
Arts Club from November 22 to November 
26. 


Dr Evadne Hinge 
makes her operatic 
comeback this 
month in The 
Dowager's 
Oyster 
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Austrian Tyrol 
& Lake Garda 


8 days from £719 Flying direct from an 
airport near you, May, June, July, August, 
September & October 2017 
A picture-postcard-perfect ‘lakes and mountains’ 
holiday choice. 

Tour highlights 

yf Three nights close to Garda’s shores 
y/ A full-day tour of the lake and its glories 
y/ A scenic journey brings you into the beautiful 
Austrian Tyrol 

y/ Spend four nights in delightful Fugen, in the 
sunny Zillertal valley 
y/ Explore Innsbruck, Tyrolean capital 
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y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced 
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Tour highlights 

y/ Enjoy a guided tour of the Russian capital 
y/ Take in the Kremlin, onion-domed St Basil’s and 
the famous Bolshoi Theatre 
y/ Spend three nights in St Petersburg 
y/ Enjoy a tour of the ‘Venice of the North’ 

Visit the Hermitage Museum 
y/ Daytime train journey from Moscow to 
St Petersburg 

y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour 
manager 

y/ Six nights’ carefully chosen bed and breakfast 
accommodation, return flights and transfers 


Call 0330 160 7747 slp 
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Wolf Hall star returns to 
West End in Albee classic 



DAMIAN Lewis, pictured, will 
return to the West End next 
year in a new production of 
Edward Albee’s The Goat, or 
Who Is Sylvia? which will 
open at the Theatre Royal 
Haymarket in April. 

Ian Rickson will direct the 
darkly comic and disturbing 
view on the collapse of famil¬ 
ial relationships. 

The play has all of Albee’s 
characteristically witty tones 
as well as being a deeply 
tragic portrayal of a couple 
and their teenage son in crisis 
when the father embarks on 
an improbable and impossible 
love affair from which there is 
no return. 

Widely regarded as Albee’s 
late masterpiece, the play is 
brought back to the London 
stage following his recent 
death. 

Lewis was last seen on the 
London stage in a production 
of David Mamet’s American 
Buffalo - he now returns to 
play Albee’s central character 
Martin. G 

Golden Globe- and Emmy 
Award-winning Lewis is best 
known for his roles on screen 
in Homeland and Wolf Hall 
and most recently Billions. He 
has also regularly returned to 
the stage performing at the 
National Theatre and the 
Almeida as well as in the West 
End. 


Ian Rickson is a prolific and 
multi-award-winning director 
whose recent work includes 
Evening At The Talk House 
and The Red Lion at the Na¬ 
tional Theatre, Jerusalem, 
Mojo, Old Times and Betrayal 
in the West End and Hamlet at 
The Young Vic. 

The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia? 
will begin previews at the 
Theatre Royal Haymarket on 
March 24. For more informa¬ 
tion, visit thegoatplay.com. 

• ARTHUR Miller scored his 
first great Broadway success 
with All My Sons in 1947, a pro¬ 
duction which sealed his rep¬ 
utation as one of the most 


influential play¬ 
wrights of the 20th 
century. The Rose 
Theatre, Kingston, 
is presenting the 
work as part of its 
American season. 

The story fol¬ 
lows Joe Keller, a 
thriving business¬ 
man who, during 
the Second World 
War, knowingly 
supplied the 

American air 

force with defec¬ 
tive engines, lead¬ 
ing to the death of 
innocent pilots. 

To avoid the 
blame, he let his 
business partner 
take the fall. But 
on a Sunday afternoon Joe is 
confronted by the conse¬ 
quences of his moral actions 
as a visitor arrives to reveal a 
secret that will rip his family 
apart. 

Billed a compelling story of 
love, guilt and the corrupting 
power of greed, the show won 
a handful of Tony awards and 
was last performed in the 
West End in 2010, starring Zoe 
Wanamaker and David 
Suchet. 

All My Sons runs at The 
Rose Theatre until November 
19. For more information, visit 
rosetheatrekingston.org. 
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A DAM Rothenberg - star of 
BBC One’s Ripper Street and 
New York stage favourite - is 
making his London theatrical 
debut, having joined the cast 
of Sam Shepherd’s Fool For Love at 
FoundllL 

The actor, who plays Captain Homer 
Jackson on the hit television programme, 
which is set in East London, will be part of 
the final show at the pop-up performance 
venue on Charing Cross Road and is ex¬ 
cited by being a part of the West End the¬ 
atre scene. 

Adam said: “I’ve performed a lot on stage 
in New York but I really see London as the 
gold standard. I spent some time in the city 
when I was filming Ripper Street and I re¬ 
ally love it.” 

The darkly humorous Fool For Love 
shows the story of two people who just 
can’t live without each other. 

May is hiding out at an old motel in the 
Mojave Desert when Eddie, an old flame 
and childhood friend, finds her there and 
threatens to drag her back into the life 
from which she had fled. Reality and 
dream, truth and lies, past and present 
mingle in an explosive, emotional experi¬ 
ence. 

Adam said: “My character’s called Eddie 
and he’s a rodeo stuntman and at the begin¬ 
ning of the play he’s in a hotel room in the 
Mojave Desert. He’s trying to get back with 
his ex-lover who he wasn’t a great guy to 
and the story sort of starts from there.” 


Sam wrote Fool For Love shortly after 
breaking up with his wife O-Lan to be with 
Jessica Lange. In a letter to his friend and 
virtuoso collaborator Joe Chaikin, he de¬ 
scribed his play as “the outcome of all this 
tumultuous feeling I’ve been going through 
this past year - it’s a very emotional play 
and in some ways embarrassing for me to 
witness but somehow necessary at the 
same time.” 

The play is the fourth and final produc¬ 
tion to be staged at Foundlll, following the 
hugely successful Unfaithful, The Dazzle 
and Bug. 

Based at the site of the original Central 
St Martins School of Art at 111 Charing 
Cross Road, right in the heart of Soho, 
Foundlll is a versatile temporary venue, 
provided by Soho Estates, that continues 
the site’s vibrant history as a contempo¬ 
rary hub of creativity. The intimate perfor¬ 
mance space adds a valuable immersive 
dimension to the audience experience - 
and with Fool For Love set within a small 
room, provides the perfect backdrop for the 
delightfully claustrophobic account. 

Adam said “The performance area at 
Foundlll is about as big as a motel room, 
so it’s really perfect.” 

Olivier award-nominated Lydia Wilson 
(King Charles III, Blasted, Star Trek Be¬ 
yond) plays May and the cast also includes 
Joe McGann and Luke Neal. 

Fool For Love is running at Foundlll 
until December 17. For more details, visit 
foundlllco.uk. 


Penguins at Criterion for 
magical Christmas season 



A NEW family musical will 
have its West End premiere 
this year when Mr Popper’s 
Penguins opens at the Crite¬ 
rion Theatre for a magical 
Christmas season. 

Mr and Mrs Popper and 
their remarkable family of 
performing penguin puppets 
come to London direct from a 
UK tour and US premiere at 
New York’s renowned New 
Victory Theatre. 

Painter and decorator by 
day, Mr Popper dreams of 
Antarctic adventures. He is 
astounded when one day a 
packing crate arrives, out of 
which waddles a penguin. 

With original music and 
lyrics, and a family of per¬ 
forming penguins brought 
vividly to life through the 
magic of puppetry, this de¬ 
lightful musical adaptation of 
Richard and Florence At¬ 
water popular book - also 
made into a Hollywood film 
starring Jim Carrey - is 
brought to you by the pro¬ 
ducer of Hetty Feather 
(Olivier Award nominee). 

The cast includes Lucy 
Grattan (Greta/Admiral 


Drake), Scott Jones (under¬ 
study/ASM), Toby Manley 
(Captain Cook/Mr Green- 
baum), Russell Morton (Mr 
Popper) and Roxanne Palmer 
(Mrs Popper). 

The musical is directed by 
Emma Earle and designed by 
Zoe Squire with puppetry de¬ 
sign by Nick Barnes, co¬ 
founder of London’s Blind 
Summit. 

Mr Popper’s Penguins fea¬ 
tures lyrics by Richy Hughes 
(Stiles & Drewe Prize winner, 
2015) and music by Luke Bate¬ 
man. 

Mr Popper’s Penguins will 
run at the Criterion Theatre 


from December 15 
to December 31 For 
more information, 
visit pinsand- 
needlesproduc- 
tions.co.uk. 

• THIS Christmas, 
The Fitzrovia 
Radio Hour take 
over The Vaults 
Theatre in Water¬ 
loo for a four-week 
run with their 
unique take on 
Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol. 

The festive classic is 
reimagined as a 1940s-style 
radio drama, which broad¬ 
casts live with a studio audi¬ 
ence across the British 
Empire. 

Fighting off visitations 
from more ghosts than they 
bargained for, can the multi¬ 
tasking cast keep the sounds 
and varied inhabitants of Vic¬ 
torian London alive for the 
duration of the broadcast? 

A Christmas Carol will play 
at The Vaults Theatre from 
December 6 to December 31 
For more information, see 
christmascarollondon.com. 
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Jolly production 
fails to enthral 



Ragtime 

Charing Cross 
Theatre 

**** 

I DON’T normally 
read other people's 
reviews before I 
see a show - but as 
I couldn’t make it 
to the official Press 
night and I can’t 
seem to extricate 
myself from social 
media for more 
than 24 hours, I 
couldn’t help but 
notice the flurry of 
five-star reviews 
attributed to 
Ragtime at Charing 
Cross Theatre. I 
have to say, there¬ 
fore, that I was 
slightly bemused 
and more than a 
bit disappointed 
when I did get to 
visit, writes Nicky 
Sweetland. 

Thom Souther¬ 
land directs the 
musical, which is 
based on EL Doc- 
torow’s 1975 novel 
and is set at the 
turn of the 20th 
century. 

The tale of per¬ 
petual prejudice 
highlights the 
plight of a Jewish 
immigrant whose 
dreams of a new 
life in America fall 
short, a man of 
colour determined 
to get justice after 
his fiancee’s mur¬ 
der and a well-to- 
do white woman 
who exercises an 
independent streak 
after her husband 
embarks on an 
overseas voyage, 
leaving her in 
charge of the fam¬ 
ily’s affairs. 

With Stephen 
Flaherty’s rhyth¬ 
mic score played 
entirely by the on¬ 


stage performers, 
audiences are 
transported back 
to a period in 
American history 
when corruption is 
rife and immi¬ 
grants are seen as 
a threat to social 
stability. 

The plot has ob¬ 
vious relevance to 
issues we are fac¬ 
ing in society 
today - yet this 
production feels 
staid and old fash¬ 
ioned. 

The stage is at 
times too busy - 
and with so much 
to look at, the plot 
is difficult to fol¬ 
low. 

That’s not to say 
there aren’t some 
magical perfor¬ 
mances, with Jen¬ 
nifer Saayeng’s 
Your Daddy’s Son a 
real highlight of 
Act 1 and the rous¬ 
ing chorus number 
‘Til We Reach That 
Day giving a much- 
needed crescendo 
to an otherwise 
fairly mundane 
collection of songs. 

This is a well- 
performed and 
jolly evening of 
music. 

But the dis¬ 
jointed story and 
apparent need to 
fill the stage with 
as many musical 
instruments as 
possible make con¬ 
centration difficult 
and the production 
lacks the light and 
shade needed to en¬ 
thral. 

Ragtime is play¬ 
ing at Charing 
Cross Theatre until 
December 10. For 
more information, 
visit charingcross 
theatre.co.uk/ 
theatre/ragtime. 



Trevor Dion Nicholas leads the finale of Disney Broadway Hits at the Royal Albert Hall 


Disney Broadway Hits 

Royal Albert Hall 


F or many fans of musicals, the first 
foray into a world where break¬ 
ing into song is the norm is 
through Disney films. Over the 
years, some of the most acclaimed 
movies have been made into stage musicals, 
with smash hits like The Lion King and Al¬ 
addin watched by millions on Broadway, 
the West End and across the globe. And on 
October 23 a cast of stars was gathered to 
celebrate some of the very best Disney the¬ 
atrical productions in a glittering concert 
performance at the Royal Albert Hall, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

After a gorgeous medley of songs from 
Beauty And The Beast to open proceedings, 
the audience of more than 5,000 people was 


introduced to the top cast of performers, 
which included MC John Barrowman. 

Lesser-known songs from shows like 
Newsies and Aida were showcased alongside 
the well-known classics from Mary Poppins 
and The Little Mermaid and all were per¬ 
formed with absolute aplomb by the 
renowned group of Disney musical alumni. 

Accompanied by the BBC Concert Or¬ 
chestra and a large choir made up of stu¬ 
dents from the Royal Academy of Music and 
Arts, the concert concentrated on the music 
rather than trying to replicate the spectacle 
we have all come to associate with Disney’s 
theatrical productions. 

The performances from the stellar cast - 
Scarlett Strallen {Mary Poppins, West End), 
Ashley Brown {Mary Poppins, Broadway), 
Alton Fitzgerald White {The Lion King, 
Broadway), Merle Danridge {Tarzan, Broad¬ 
way), Josh Strickland {Tarzan, Broadway) 


and the host, British stage and television 
favourite John Barrowman - more than 
made up for the lack of effects. 

Highlights included Ashley Brown 
singing what is widely agreed to have been 
Walt Disney’s favourite number, Feed The 
Birds from Mary Poppins, and a very spe¬ 
cial moment, when eight-time Academy 
Award-winning composer Alan Menken 
took his place at the piano for a rendition of 
Proud Of Your Boy from Aladdin. 

It was the London cast of Aladdin that re¬ 
ally raised the rafters, however, with an 
amazing finale led by the effervescent 
Trevor Dion Nicholas. 

For London fans, the superb concert was a 
chance to hear songs from shows that have 
yet to make it across to this side of the Pond. 

And with the glorious Royal Albert Hall as 
a backdrop, the show was an evening of magi¬ 
cal delight. 


Cult 1990s work feels spookily prophetic 


Shopping And F***ing 
Lyric Hammersmith 

**** 

IN a time when, for many of us, 
the internet has almost become 
a part of our very being and the 
title of this play includes two of 
the main reasons for us 
scrolling on our handheld de¬ 
vices, Mark Ravenhill’s cult 
1990s work Shopping And 
F***ing at the Lyric, Hammer¬ 
smith, feels spookily prophetic, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

For the play’s 20th anniver¬ 
sary, director Sean Holmes has 
taken the essence of the original 
production, which caused a stir 
when it was first performed at 
the Royal Court in 1996, while 
cleverly highlighting the rele¬ 
vance to our modern-day world. 


The dystopia he creates is a 
world in which everything has a 
price tag and ordering up your 
next sexual conquest is just as 
easy as buying an item from 
eBay. 

The play follows three discon¬ 
nected young adults who feel as 
if their life has been reduced to 
a series of transactions as they 
drift through a type of moral 
vacuum. 

With pot noodles and DayGlo 
T-shirts used as part of the back¬ 
drop to create the feeling of 
1990s malaise, Holmes has in¬ 
fused nods to the growing real¬ 
ity-television culture with tinny 
pop and a camera displaying 
every monologue on the big 
screen. 

The resulting tongue-in-cheek 
comment on growing con¬ 


sumerism in society is at times 
truly horrifying, with gruelling 
sexual content, a lot of gory 
fluid-throwing and grotesque 
games adding to the 
thought-provoking nature of the 
piece. 

After some singing, which is 
almost as horrific as some of the 
recent attempts by The X Factor 
glitterati, we are introduced to a 
dead ringer for Honey G, played 
with gusto by Ashley McGuire, 
whose guru without morals 
preaches that civilisation is 
money and whose demonic ram- 
blings give a threatening sub¬ 
text. 

Alex Arnold and Sophie Wu 
fend off impending ruin by sell¬ 
ing their body, while Sam Spru- 
ell attempts to dispel his 
growing need for personal affir¬ 


mation, only to fall foul of a de¬ 
spicable desire when a new play¬ 
thing is delivered (David 
Moorst) in a cardboard box. 

Performances are of a very 
high standard and Holmes’ di¬ 
rection, within the modified au¬ 
ditorium, includes a fair bit of 
uncomfortable audience inclu¬ 
sion to make the performance of 
a semi-immersive nature. 

For a youth living in post- 
Brexit financial uncertainty and 
the drifting young unemployed 
desperate for a purpose, Shop¬ 
ping And F***ing is darkly sub¬ 
versive and infinitely germane 
to our current social climate. 

Shopping And F***ing is play¬ 
ing at the Lyric Hammersmith 
until Saturday. 

For more information, see 
lyric.co.uk. 
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Classified 



Jobs 



DRIVERS WANTED 

7.5T and HGV 2 for multi drop, 
multi temperature deliveries throughout 
London & SE. Good rates, early starts, 
modern vehicles & uniform provided. 

For an application form 
Contact opsadmin@leathams.co.uk 
or ring 0207 635 3118 


Catering / 
Hotel / Bar 


CAFE COOK 

Bermondsey Area SE16 
Full time position 
07.30am start 
Wages negotiable 
Possible part time 
available 
07837 890 176 


Articles for 
Sale 


Wanted DVD or Cd Free of 
charge or cat/dog food FREE 
can pick up. 07990 743738 

Mens 3/4 Dark Beige Coat 

ploy/cotton with warm innis, 
concealed hood, new, size XL 
only £12.00. Call 020 7733 
0623 

POLISHED STAINLESS 
STEEL KITCHEN SINK UNIT. 

BRAND NEW. Single bowl. RH 
drainer. Waste kit. Holes for 2 
taps. Overall size L=950mm, 
W=508mm, D=250mm. £35. 
020 8249 9898 

SALTON ELECTRIC COOKER 

TWO HOT PLATE RINGS WITH 
OVEN SEE THROUGH DOOR 
UNUSED NEW £175 NOW £75 
/ONO TELEPHONE 0208 540 
1294 

Large bag of ladies clothes 

over 40 items £10 

Large box of bricks-a-brac 

house hold items £10 

Large vintage Gladstone bag 

brown leather£50 

Metal frame glass top table and 

4 chairs £25. 0208 8558824 

Victorian Wardrobe light oak, 
mirror inlaid at front on door, 
also pattern right hand side, 
excellent condition, size 77" 
high x 46" wide x 20" deep, 
buyer collects £79.00 - Call 
07749 006743 or 01634 409626 


Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 


Home services 


Building 


Articles for 
Sale 


Collectors Items: (or Bargain 
Buys) Sections All things Cat. 
Cat Books - Fiction and None- 
fiction. from £1.00, to hard - 
back (large and small) bought 
for £16 M&S, sell from £3.00. All 
good condition. Cat ornaments 
(including Siamese) £8-10 All 
things Esotiric - Collectors 
Esotiric Books.- Astrology, 
numerology, Feng Shui, Tarot 
etc., Top authors, eg Golden 
Dawn (A. Crowley) soft and 
hard-backs (all with protective 
plastic jackets) from £3.00. 
Most in very good condition. 
Collectors Items. Butterflies. 
Hair clips, brooches, Metal 
book Marks from £3.00 Shoes & 
Footwear Evening shoes - 
Ladies Black patent shoe,s 
Sarah Medway- 2" heels size 6. 
Transparent Black/cream lace 
shoes, Roland Cartier- 1 1/2" 
heels size 6. Wallis- open gold 
strapless shoes size 39/40 
£5.00 pair. Kitchen and 
Bathroom Brand New. Still 
Boxed Halogen-Spot Light. 
(Halogen bulbs included) Fully 
adjustable head. Nickel plated 
metal. Operating Intructions 
and fixing materials included 
£8.00 Four attractive breakfast 
bar stools (or any bar) all match¬ 
ing . Wooden legs, brown seats. 
£5 each 24 piece cutlery hang¬ 
ing set. On silver metal base. 
Attractive/Compact. Unused. 
Handles, dark green colour. £10 
ono 07986 381934 


ONE FON DU SET WITH 
STAINLESS STEEL POT 
SERVES 6 WITH PLATE BURN¬ 
ER SPLATTER COVER 
STRONG WIRE RACK ALL 
UNUSED ACCEPT £9 ONLY, 
PLEASE CONTACT 0208 540 
1294 

Glass bath shower screen 

complete with attachments, 
rounded at the top, hardly used, 
size 55" high x 32" wide - £59 
Buyer collects. 01634 409626 



ESTIMATE ME 

The Complete Building Service 
We estimate we can beat any quote by 20% 
on building the shell & loft extensions. 

New build, Referb, Loft extension, garden walls, 
Patios & drives. Over 35 yrs experience. 

estimatemeuk.com - estimatemeuk@aol.com 
07967326541 -02084626186 


ALL PLASTERING 
And Small 
Building work 

All areas covered 

Please call Jeff on 

07597 663 838 


To advertise 
in thie 
section* 
please call 


Gardening 
(Home Serv) 


EXPERIENCED 
GARDENER 

for maintenance advice 
and all gardening needs 
Competitive Rates 

J7971 590 4 


Building 

Repairs 


House 

Clearance 


Cljiijese 

Builder 

Roofing, 
Brickwork, 
Plastering, 
Electrics, 
Carpentry, 
Kitchens, Interior 
Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, 
Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop 
Fitting, Decorating 
and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 
No Job Too Big 
Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 


South 

Removals 

Clearance 

Flats, Houses & 
Offices, Fully Insured, 
Professional 
Service Same Day 

07494 119 611 


Pest 

Control 


The Council offers a chargeable, 
borough-wide pest control service to 
residents and local businesses. 

Pests, such as rats, mice and 
cockroaches pose a risk to health when 
they infest premises and they can also 
cause damage to your property. 

If you find you have a problem with 
pests and would like a competitive 

price. Please give us a call i- 

on 020 8753 1081 


h f 


Plumbing & Heating 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
_ / Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 

www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk MM 



ESTIMATE ME 

Boilers, Central Heating, Break Down, 
Power Flush, Leaks 
and Emergency repairs. 

All work guaranteed. 

estimatemeuk.com - estimatemeuk@aol.com 
07967326541 -02084626186 


Roofing & Guttering 


ALL ROOFING 


ALL QUOTATIONS ARE OFFERED FREE OF CHARGE WITH NO OBLIGATION. 
U.P.V.C FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING, NEW ROOFS, PITCHED AND FLAT 
ROOFS, MOSS REMOVAL, GENERAL REPAIRS CHIMNEYS, LEAD WORK. 

WE ARE FULLY INSURED TO CARRY OUT THE WORK THAT WE DO & PROVIDE. 
A GUARANTEE WITH ALL NEW WORK CARRIED OUT AND ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED. BEEN AROUND FOR 25 YEARS 



[SEASONS GUTTER 
H CLEANING 

Get your 
gutters ready 
for spring 


Gutter cleaning UPVC cleaning 
■ Moss removal Gutter & Fascia repairs 
• Gutter & Fascia installation 
Fully qualified & insured 
• No job to small 24/7 
• Free estimates 

07768 233 015 



ESTIMATE ME 

Cromer registered, GRP flat roofing , 
roof repairs, new roofs, flat roofs, uPVC 
soffits, facias & guttering, fibre glass flat 
roofs, scaffolding availible. 

Over 35 yrs experience. 


estimatemeuk.com - estimatemeuk@aol.com 
07967326541 -02084626186 


Storage & Removals 


MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


Storage & Removals 


VAN 6 
2 MEN 

WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING 
ANYTIME. 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


WASTE NO TIME 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 

7 Days a week 
We will beat any 
quote. 

Call Wayne 

07493 355 345 


Roofing & Building 


D. BRAKER & SONS 
ROOFING SPECIALISTS 
07811 449 7371020 8764 4747 
Flat Roof Specialists 

New Roofs, Roof Repairs, UPVc, Guttering & Fascias 
All Types of Lead Work and Chimneys ■ Free Estimates 

davidbraker@hotmail.co.uk 


T “■ XT WEEKLY 

London News 




7 




j. 


5 



To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . /\ATM^^N 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
c Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 









































































































22 LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER 1 2016 


Homes 


Public Notices 


Property Wanted 


Property to Let 


CASH BUYER 

ANYTHING CONSIDERED 

S M. 

■ 1 WILL BUY 
[ PERSONALLY 
f AND 1 CAN 
BUY TODAY! 

LAND • HO 
Call Bob 0 

USES • FLATS 
7967 460001 


ALL FLATS SW16 
STREATHAM COMMON NEAR BR 

Ground floor double bedroom flat, refurbished/ 
highly decorated, separate living/dining room, 
separate large kitchen, shower/bath/wc, c/h, 
d/g, quarterly gas/electric meters. 

£1200 pcm 

Self-contained single bedroom studio flat. 
Living/kitchen/dining, shower/wc, d/g, c/h. 
Suits single persons only. Available now. 

ONLY £900 pcm 
CALL 020 3489 4811 


YOUR PROPERTY 

SOLD TODAY! 

NO OBLIGATION CASH OFFER 



✓ We buy any property, anywhere 

✓ Highest prices paid 

✓ Same day CASH offer 

✓ Totally confidential sale 

✓ Release your equity TODAY 

✓ No fees to pay 


Jumble Sales 


Motors 


ST JOHNS 
TABLM TOP 
SALS 

Every Wednesday, 
Friday & Saturday 

Weather permitting 
8am-3pm 

Fulham/North End Road 

Bookings phone: 

Paul 07590 048 511 

www.stjohnstabletop.co.uk 


ANCHOR GROUP 
JUMBLE SALE 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
CHURCH HALL 

Trent Road, Brixton Hill 
Saturday 

29th October 2016 
2pm-4pm 
Entrance 50p 
Children Free 


Vehicles Wanted 


JUMBLE 

SALE 

All Saints Church 
West Dulwich 
Lovelace Road SE21 8JY 
Saturday 5th 
November, 2.15pm 
(in the Crypt) 
Admission 5Op 
In aid of the church 


To advertise in 
the 

services 

section 

Please contact 

020 

8768 

4920 


VAN BREAKERS 

• Transit • LDV • Mercedes 
• New used parts 

• Repairs & Servicing ■ Pre MoT’s 

• Vans for sale • Recovery service 

WANTED: DAMAGED & NON RUNNERS 
0208 293 1892 
07961 988 439 


► In th la a 


. pU 


020 8768 4919 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (WAITING AND LOADING 
RESTRICTION) (CONSOLIDATION) AMENDMENT (No. 63) 
ORDER 2016 

THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (PARKING PLACES, ZONE 
“B/C/CC”) (AMENDMENT No. 11) ORDER 2016 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (PARKING PLACES, ZONE “E”) 
(AMENDMENT No. 7) 

ORDER 2016 

THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (PARKING PLACES, ZONE “A”) 
(AMENDMENT No. 36) 

ORDER 2016 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham made the above- 
mentioned Orders under the powers granted by sections 6, 45, 46, 49 and 124 of, and Part IV of 
Schedule 9 to, the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended. 

2. The general effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham (Waiting and Loading Restriction) (Consolidation) 
(Amendment No. 63) Order 2016 will be to further amend the Hammersmith and Fulham (Waiting and 
Loading Restriction) (Consolidation) Order 2009 so that waiting and/or loading restrictions would be 
amended in certain lengths of Controlled Parking Zones B, C, CC and E to reflect the change in 
parking controls as amended by the Parking Place orders described in this notice. 

3. The general effect of the above proposed Parking Places Zones A Order will be to further amend the 
Hammersmith and Fulham (Parking places, Zone A) Order 2008 in so far that Lily Close and More 
Close are included in Controlled Parking Zone A for the purpose of applying for a resident permit. 

4. The general effect of the above proposed Parking Places Zones B/C/CC Order will be to introduce: 

a) a new Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) “BB” which will operate as CPZ”B” currently does from 
Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm; 

b) Controls in Zone “’B” will extend to Monday to Sunday 9am to 7pm with a maximum stay period 
for ‘Pay and Display’ parking of up to 2 hours;; 

c) CPZ “B/C/CC” resident and business permits will be valid in CPZ “’BB”; 

d) CPZ “BB” permit holders will be permitted to park in CPZ “B”, "C” and “’CC” 

e) Any visitors wishing to park in CPZ “BB” will only be permitted to do so by displaying an 
activated and valid CPZ “BB” SVP or a valid ‘Pay and display’ ticket; 

f) CPZ “B” and "BB” residents can apply for a maximum of 1 SVPs with no charge applied on 
Sundays. 

5. The general effect of the above proposed Parking Places Zones E Order will be to further amend the 
the Hammersmith and Fulham (Parking places, Zone E) Order 2008 in so far that: 

a) that Lily Close and More Close are removed from the Hammersmith and Fulham (Parking places, 
Zone E) Order 2008 for the purpose of applying for a resident permit. 

6. A copy of the proposed Orders, the Councils statement of reasons for proposing to make the Orders 
and documents giving more detailed particulars of the proposed Orders, can be inspected during 
normal office hours on Mondays to Fridays inclusive until the end of a period of 6 weeks beginning 
with the date on which the Orders are made, or as the case may be, the Council decides not to make 
the Orders. 

7. Any person wishing to object to the proposed Orders or make other representations should send a 
statement in writing to the following address: 

Transport and Technical Services Group, Highways and Engineering Division, Environment Department, 
Town Hall Extension, King Street, Hammersmith, W6 9JU 
until the expiration of 21 days from the date on which the notice is published. 

Dated this 27th day of October 2016 
Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 
Chief Transport Planner 
Transport and Highways 


To advertise 
in this 
section, 
please call 

020 8768 4919 
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Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (PARKING PLACES, ZONE “E”) 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
(PARKING PLACES, ZONE “EE”) ORDER 201* 

THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
(WAITING AND LOADING RESTRICTIONS) (AMENDMENT NO.*) 

ORDER 201* 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham propose to make the above-mentioned Orders under the powers granted by sections 6, 
45, 46, 49 and 124 of, and Part IV of Schedule 9 to, the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. 

2. The general effect of the above-mentioned Orders would be to split the existing Controlled 
Parking Zone “E” into two separate areas as follows - 

(a) the area closer to Olympia (to remain zone “E”) would have - (i) new extended hours of 
control, namely 9am to 8pm on Mondays to Sundays inclusive (all week) and; (ii) a 2 hour 
maximum stay period in the “pay & display” parking places; 

(b) the western area - see list of streets in the Schedule to this Notice (to be zone “’EE”) 
would, although smaller, basically remain the same, with the hours of control being 9am to 
8pm on Mondays to Saturdays and no maximum stay period in the “pay & display” parking 
places. 

Notes: (i) whether you live in zone “E” or zone “EE” your permit would be valid for both 
zones; and (ii) visitors’ permits would be available for use in both zones. 

3. A copy of the proposed Orders, the Councils statement of reasons for proposing to make the 
Orders and documents giving more detailed particulars of them, can be inspected during 
normal office hours on Mondays to Fridays inclusive, until the end of a period of 6 weeks 
beginning with the date on which the Orders are made, or as the case may be, the Council 
decides not to make the Orders, in the offices of the Transport and Highway Department at the 
address stated in paragraph 4 below 

4. Any person wishing to object to the proposed Orders or make other representations should 
send a statement in writing to that effect and, in the case of an objection, stating the grounds 
thereof, to the following address: 

Transport and Highways, Environmental Service, Town Hall Extension, King Street, Hammersmith, 
W6 9JU until the expiration of 21 days from the date on which this Notice is published. 

Dated this 20th day of September 2016 
Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 
Chief Transport Planner 
Transport and Highways 

SCHEDULE 

Zone EE consists of the whole lengths of - 

Auriol Road, Edith Road, Gliddon Road, Gunterstone Road, Glazbury Road, Gwendwr Road and 
Trevanion Road. 
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Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE A4 GLA ROAD (BROMPTON ROAD, ROYAL BOROUGH 
OF KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA) (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF STOPPING) ORDER 2016 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that it has made the 
above named Traffic Order under section 14( I), (5), (7) and 15(2) 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and is satisfied that 
these works will last in excess of I 8 months for the purpose 
specified in paragraph 2. The effect of the Order is summarised 
in paragraph 3. 

2. The purpose of the Order is to enable redevelopment works 
to take place at Nos.27 to 83 A4 Brompton Road. 

3. The effect of the Order will be to prohibit any vehicle: 

(1) from stopping in the loading bay outside Nos. 33-37 A4 
Brompton Road; 

(2) except authorised vehicles from stopping on the south-east 
side of A4 Brompton Road outside Nos.5-19 to load or 
unload materials. 

For the purposes of the Order authorised vehicles are those 
vehicles being used in connection with the redevelopment of 
Nos.27-83 Brompton Road. 

The Order will be effective at certain times from 12:01 AM on 
the 2nd November 2016 until the works have been completed. 
The prohibition will apply only during such times and to such 
extent as shall from time to time be indicated by traffic signs. 

4. The prohibitions will not apply in respect of: 

(1) any vehicle being used for the purposes of those works or 
for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes; 

(2) anything done with the permission or at the direction of a 
police constable in uniform or a person authorised by 
Transport for London. 

5. The Order will be revoked upon completion of these works. 

Dated this I st day of November 2016 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager, 

Road Space Management - Operations, 

Transport for London, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, 
London, SEI 8NJ 


MAYOR OF LONDON 



TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
SECTION 247 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (HAMMERSMITH ROAD) 
(STOPPING UP) ORDER 2016 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham being satisfied that 
it is necessary to enable development to be carried out in accordance with Part III of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 hereby gives notice that they made an 
Order under section 247 of that Act. 

2. The Order will authorise the stopping up of a section of footway on the north side of 
Hammersmith Road, semi-circular in shape and bounded on its straight, 
nothernmost side by the southernmost wall of No. 174 Hammersmith Road and 
having a diameter of approximately 2.30 metres, the centre point of that length being 
approximately 22.50 metres east of the eastern kerb-line of Rowan Road. The area 
to be stopped up is shown on the plan attached to the proposed Order (Drawing 
number: 82080/14). 

3. The Order is made, the stopping-up of footway will be solely authorised to enable 
the development described in the Schedule to this notice to be carried out in 
accordance with planning permission granted to Kier Property on 21st December 
2012 under planning number 2011 /03262/FUL and varied on 18th November 2014 
under planning number 2014/05478/VAR. 

4. Copies of the Order which will come into operation on 01 November 2016 and of 
documents giving more detailed particulars of the Order can be inspected during 
normal office hours on Mondays to Fridays inclusive, at: 

TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, TOWN 
HALL EXTENSION, KING STREET, HAMMERSMITH, W6 9JU. 

Dated this 27th day of October 2016 
Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 
Chief Transport Planner 
Transport and Highways 

SCHEDULE 

The development 

174 Hammersmith Road London W6 7JP: The erection of a part seven storey, part four 
storey building (plus basement) providing 6,450 sqm of office (B1) floorspace, with 9 off 
street parking spaces at basement level. 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
SECTION 247 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (WOOD LANE) 
(STOPPING UP) ORDER 2016 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham being satisfied that it is 
necessary to enable development to be carried out in accordance with Part III of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 hereby gives notice that they made an Order under section 247 of 
that Act. 

2. The Order will authorise the stopping up of two sections of footway situated on the east side of 
the footway and to the east of the carriageway of Wood Lane: 

(a) one extending north of the northern kerb-line of the Access Road to Nos. 54 and 56 Wood 
Lane, extending northward for approximately 5 metres and with a width of approximately 
0.6 metres; and 

(b) one extending south of the southern kerb-line of the Access Road to Nos. 54 and 56 Wood 
Lane, extending southward for approximately 45 metres and with a width of approximately 
1.8 metres. 

The areas to be stopped up are shown on the plan attached to the proposed Order (Drawing 
number: 82080/13). 

3. The Order is made, the stopping-up of footway will be solely authorised to enable the 
development described in the Schedule to this notice to be carried out in accordance with 
planning permission granted to St James Group Limited on 16th December 2015 under 
planning number 2014/04726/OUT. 

4. Copies of the Order which will come into operation on 01 November 2016 and of documents 
giving more detailed particulars of the Order can be inspected during normal office hours on 
Mondays to Fridays inclusive, at: 

TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, TOWN HALL 
EXTENSION, KING STREET, HAMMERSMITH, W6 9JU. 

Dated this 27th day of October 2016 
Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 
Chief Transport Planner 
Transport and Highways 

SCHEDULE 

The development: 

Land North of Westfield Shopping Centre, Wood Lane London 

Demolition of all existing buildings and structures and the redevelopment of the site for residential 
and mixed uses comprising the erection of new buildings (ranging from 11 to 30 storeys, use 
classes A1-A5, B1, D1 &D2), the provision of new publicly accessible open space, new pedestrian 
and vehicle routes, accesses and amenity areas, basement level car park with integral servicing 
area and other associated works. 
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Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


h&f-'' 

putting residents first 


PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT 1990 

I give notice that applications 
have been made to the Council 
of the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE CHARACTER 
OR APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 
Flat Basement 54 Milson Road 
London W14 OLB 

2016/04483/FUL 
Excavation of the front garden in 
connection with the enlargement of 
the existing basement and front 
lightwells; erection of a new external 
staircase from basement to ground 
floor level and extension of existing 
metal railings to the front elevation; 
installation of a new pedestrian 
entrance gate fronting Ceylon Road 
elevation. 

147 Claxton Grove London 
W6 8HB 2016/04337/FUL 

Replacement of all existing timber 
windows and doors to all elevations 
of the property to uPVC 
windows and doors. 

96 Minford Gardens London 
W14 0AP 2016/04232/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension, 
involving an increase in the ridge 
height; installation of two rooflights 
in the front roofslope; erection of a 
rear extension at first floor level, on 
top of the existing back addition in 
connection with the conversion of 
the existing 2 bedroom flat into 1 x 1 
bedroom flat and 1x2 bedroom flat. 
103 Claxton Grove London 
W6 8HB 2016/04338/FUL 

Replacement of all existing timber 
windows and doors to all elevations 
of the property to uPVC windows 
and doors. 

90 Cardross Street London 
W6 0DR 2016/04496/FUL 

Erection of a part one, part two and 
part three storey plus-basement 
single family dwellinghouse; 
provision of 1 off street car parking 
space at the side of the hours; 
associated landscaping. 

401 - 403 King Street London 
W6 9NJ 2016/04292/FUL 

Replacement of the defective 
cladding to the plant room at roof 
level. 

867A And 869B And 87IB And 
873B Fulham Road London 
SW6 5HP 2016/03447/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level and erection of rear extensions 
at third floor level, on top of existing 
back additions to each property. 

26 - 28 Hammersmith Grove 
London W6 7HA 

2016/04535/FUL 

Erection of extensions at second 
floor level to the northern and 
western elevations of the building to 
provide 120sqm of additional 
(Class B1) office floorspace. 

The Butcher’s Hook 477 
Fulham Road London SW6 1HL 
2016/03988/FUL 
Use of part of the public footpath 
outside the premises for outdoor 
seating to accommodate 6 tables 
and 24 chairs, enclosed with 900mm 
high hoarding barriers, in connection 
with the existing public house. 

7 Marville Road London 
SW6 7BB 2016/04458/FUL 
Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, on top of the 
existing back addition; excavation of 
the front and rear garden to form 
lightwells in connection with the 
creation of a new basement. 

98 Masbro’ Road London 
W14 0LP 2016/04584/FUL 

Installation of 6no. solar panels on 
flat roof at roof level. 

198A New King’s Road London 
SW6 4NF 2016/04582/FUL 

Replacement of existing timber 
windows and uPVC windows to front 
elevation at first and second floor 
levels with new double glazed timber 
sash windows. 

4B Waldemar Avenue London 
SW6 5NA 2016/04306/FUL 

Installation of new double glazed 
doors and windows to replace the 
existing at first floor level to the front 
elevation. 

12 Orchid Street London 
W12 0SY 2016/04597/FUL 

Erection of a single storey extension 
at first floor level to side of main 
building. 

44 Racton Road London 
SW6 1LP 2016/04351/FUL 

Amendments to previously approved 
planning permission ref: 
2016/03368/FUL granted 8th 
September 2016 for the ‘Demolition 
of the existing building with the 
exception of the front facade and 


party walls, erection of a part one, 
part two, part four storey plus- 
basement single family 
dwellinghouse; formation of a roof 
terrace at second floor level to the 
rear elevation.’ Amendments to 
include alterations to the front 
lightwell. 

16 Ravenscourt Avenue London 
W6 OSL 2016/04562/TPO 

Pruning of 4no Lime Trees ((T1, T3, 
T4, T5) and felling of 1 no Lime Tree 
(T2) in the rear garden, subject to 
Tree Preservation Order 
TPO/165/6/9. 

49 New King’s Road London 
SW6 4SE 2016/04124/FUL 

Installation of new doors and 
creation of bike and refuse storage 
at ground floor level within the 
existing retail unit (Class A1), in 
connection with the approved 
residential units (ref: 
2015/05179/FUL, granted 21st 
December 2015) at first and second 
floor level (Amended description) 

153 Hammersmith Road 
London W14 OQL 

2016/03714/FUL 
Retention of additional excavation of 
the basement to that approved 
under application 2012/01183/FUL. 
153 Hammersmith Road 
London W14 OQL 

2016/03715/LBC 
Retention of additional excavation of 
the basement to that approved 
under application 2012/01183/FUL. 
153 Hammersmith Road 
London W14 OQL 

2016/03885/FUL 
Extension to the existing basement. 
153 Hammersmith Road 
London W14 OQL 

2016/03886/LBC 
Extension to the existing basement. 
10-12 North End Crescent 
London W14 8TQ 

2016/04474/FUL 
Erection of 2 metre high metal 
railings on the boundary on the side 
elevation fronting Mornington 
Crescent, replacing the existing 
vehicle access gates; erection of a 2 
metre high brick wall to the rear 
boundary matching the existing alley 
way wall; relocation of existing 
refuse area from the side of the 
property to the rear; and erection of 
a secure and covered cycle storage 
area to the rear of the property. 

Flat B 13 Poplar Grove London 
W6 7RF 2016/04526/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, on top of the 
existing back addition; formation of 
a roof terrace at third floor level to 
the rear elevation; installation of 3no 
rooflights in the front roofslope. 

61 Chesson Road London 
W14 9QS 2016/04529/FUL 

Erection of a lower ground floor rear 
extension, to the side of the existing 
back addition; Erection of a first floor 
rear extension, on top of the existing 
back addition; Conversion of the 
existing dwellinghouse into 2x self- 
contained flats. 

Elsinore House 77 Fulham 
Palace Road London W6 8JA 

2016/03964/AD V 
Display of 1 no internally illuminated 
fascia sign to West Elevation to 
Fulham Palace Road, 1 no internally 
illuminated fascia sign to North 
Elevation, Ino internally illuminated 
sign to bike store on the South 
Elevation, Ino internally illuminated 
fascia sign to North Elevation of 
Undercroft-South Block and Ino 
internally illuminated fascia sign to 
East Elevation of North Block and 
Ino internally illuminated sign to 
West Elevation entrance to 
pedestrian footpath at the northern 
boundary of the site. 

66A Paddenswick Road London 
W6 0UB 2016/04576/ADV 

Display of 1 no stainless steel halo 
illuminated (letters to be illuminated 
only) fascia sign. 

66A Paddenswick Road London 
W6 0UB 2016/04575/FUL 

Installation of a new shopfront; 
installation of timber cladding to 
front elevation including covering 
front parapet wall, alterations to the 
existing external staircase to the 
front elevation; alterations to partially 
lower the front boundary walls. 
Hammersmith Apollo Queen 
Caroline Street London W6 9QH 
2016/03908/FUL 
Removal of existing external steel 
access steps; Installation of new 
external access gantry and ladders; 
Installation of new acoustic louvre 
screen; Installation of 3 new air 
handling units, 2 air chiller units and 
associated external duct work, and 1 
boiler unit and flue. 


Ground Floor 9 Wendell Road 
London W12 9RS 

2016/04561/FUL 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension, to the side of the existing 
back addition; installation of French 
doors to replace two windows to 
rear elevation at ground floor level, 
installation of two new windows in 
side elevation at ground floor level 
and installation of new metal gates 
to replace existing on the Rylett 
Road elevation. 

50-51 Shepherd’s Bush Green 
London W12 8PS 

2016/04380/FUL 

Demolition of existing single storey 
storage outbuilding at the rear of the 
property and the erection of a part 
single, part two storey rear extension 
at basement and ground floor level 
to existing detached single storey 
breakfast room to provide an 
enlarged breakfast room for use by 
hotel guests. 

15 Bowfell Road London 
W6 9HE 2016/04580/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side of the existing 
back addition; and installation of 
4no. rooflights in the front roofslope. 
13 Dolby Road London 
SW6 3NE 2016/04587/FUL 
Excavation of the front garden and 
part of the rear garden to form 
lightwells, in connection with the 
creation of a new basement. 

6 Steeple Close London 
SW6 3LE 2016/04520/FUL 
Conversion of garage at front of 
property into a habitable room; 
replacement of existing garage door 
to the front elevation at ground floor 
level with a new garage door with 
high level glazing; replacement of a 
door in the rear elevation at second 
floor level with a window; installation 
of a door in the rear elevation at 
second floor level to provide access 
to the existing roof terrace; 
installation of a 1100mm high 
cantilevered glass balustrade to the 
rear edge of the roof terrace to the 
rear elevation at second floor level; 
and replacement of existing door 
and windows to the rear elevation at 
ground floor level with bi-folding 
French doors. 

1 Romney Court Shepherd’s 
Bush Green London W12 8PY 

2016/04516/FUL 

Erection of a single storey glazed 
extension to the front of the existing 
Barbers shop, including the 
installation of an extended part 
curved/part flat roof canopy; 
alterations to the rear store room at 
ground floor level including 
replacement of the pitched roof to a 
flat roof and alterations to openings. 
35 Lime Grove London 
W12 8EE 2016/04566/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof extension; 
installation of double doors to rear 
elevation at first floor level to replace 
existing door; demolition of the 
existing single storey rear extension 
to the back addition and the erection 
of a single storey rear extension, to 
the side and rear of the existing back 
addition; reinstatement of the 
existing railings around part of the 
flat roof at first floor level in 
connection with its use as a terrace: 
erection of a timber bin store in the 
front garden including excavation of 
part of the front garden. 

St Katherines Church 
Westway London W12 OSD 

2016/04379/FUL 
Re-modelling and refurbishment of 
the disused hard standing Asphalt 
Sports Court into a new hard 
standing play area to include the 
provision of new play equipments at 
the grounds of St. Katherine’s 
Westway Church; erection of new 
4m high chain link fence with 2no 
lockable gates around the perimeter 
of the Asphalt Sports Court; 
associated landscaping. 

93 - 95 Gunterstone Road 
London W14 9BT 

2016/04628/VAR 
Variation of condition 2 to allow 
minor amendments to previously 
approved planning permission ref: 
2013/05368/FUL granted 11th 
February 2014 for the ‘Alteration to 
the front entrances of both 
93 and 95 Gunterstone Road; 
alterations to form new dormer 
windows on the main rear roof slope 
of 93 Gunterstone Road; erection of 
a single storey rear extension at 
lower ground floor level to 93 
Gunterstone Road, with the 
formation of a roof terrace on top 
with glazed balustrades and external 
alterations.’ Amendments to the 
design of the fences and increasing 
the height of fences to either side of 
the new ground floor terrace. 


57 Sherbrooke Road London 
SW6 7QJ 2016/04560/FUL 

Amendments to previously approved 
planning permission ref: 
2016/01702/FUL granted 14th June 
2016 for the ‘Erection of a rear roof 
extension involving an increase in 
the ridge height by 300mm; erection 
of a single storey rear extension, to 
the side and rear of the existing back 
addition; excavation of the front and 
rear garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the enlargement of 
the existing basement; conversion of 
the existing dwellinghouse into 3 x 
two bedroom self-contained 
flats; associated external 
alterations.’ Amendments to include 
the formation of a roof terrace at first 
floor level to the rear elevation. 

The Gateway Site White City 
Place 201 Wood Lane London 
W12 2016/04452/COMB 

Demolition of existing car park and 
temporary public open space to 
facilitate comprehensive phased 
redevelopment of the site, to erect: 
three buildings to provide a total of 
up to 100,043sqm (GIA) of Office 
(Class B1); 904sqm (GIA) Retail 
(Class A1), and up to 2,579sqm (GIA) 
of Restaurant (Class A3) floorspace; 
hard and soft landscaping works, 
and alterations to existing 
vehicular/pedestrian routes/ access 
and associated works. Planning 
Permission is sought in detail for the 
erection of a building of between 6 
and 23 storeys (including plant) with 
a maximum height of 109.40m AOD, 
with 1 basement level, comprising 
63,181 sqm (GIA) Office (Class B1); 
904sqm (GIA) Retail (Class A1), and; 
1,298 sqm (GIA) Restaurant (Class 
A3); hard and soft landscaping 
areas, and; alterations to existing 
vehicular/pedestrian routes/ access 
and associated works. Planning 
Permission (with all matters to be 
reserved) is sought for the erection 
of a building of between 4 and 12 
storeys (including plant) with a 
maximum height of 60.50m AOD, 
with 1 basement level, and a 
building of 3 and 4 storeys with a 
maximum height of 30.00m AOD, 
comprising combined floor areas of 
up to 36,862 sqm (GIA) Office (Class 
B1) and up to 1,281 sqm (GIA) 
Restaurant (Class A3); hard and soft 
landscaping areas, and; alterations 
to existing vehicular/pedestrian 
routes/ access and associated 
works. 

Flat C 455 Fulham Palace 
Road London SW6 6SU 

2016/04571/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level; formation of a roof terrace to 
the front elevation at new roof level; 
raising of the existing front parapet 
wall to a height of 1100mm; and 
raising in height of existing chimney 
at roof level. 

Suite 5 Burlington Lodge 
Studios 48 Rigault Road 
London SW6 4JJ 

2016/04598/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level, including an extension up to 
the front gable; and replacement of 
windows and entrance door to the 
front elevation. 

402 North End Road London 
SW6 1LU 2016/04614/VAR 

Variation of Condition 1 Application 
Reference 2015/03487/VAR granted 
22nd October 2015 for the stores 
servicing and delivery times to vary 
for a temporary period from 07:00am 
to 23:00pm for 18 months from date 
of decision; variation sought to make 
the change of servicing and delivery 
times permanent. 

8 Epirus Mews London 
SW6 7UP 2016/02929/FUL 
Change of use of the ground floor 
from office (Class B1) into residential 
(Class C3); conversion of the ground 
and first floor level to be used as 1 x 
one bedroom self-contained flat. 

70 Emlyn Road London 
W12 9TD 2016/04617/FUL 
Erection of new brick front and side 
boundary walls with railings on top 
following the demolition of existing 
boundary wall; installation of a 
pedestrian access gate to the front 
elevation. 

10 Rylett Crescent London 
W12 9RL 2016/04625/FUL 

Excavation of part of the front 
garden to form a lightwell in 
connection with the enlargement of 
the existing basement; erection of a 
single storey rear extension to the 
side of the existing back addition; 
erection of a new boundary wall with 
railings on top at the front elevation; 
installation of new doors to replace 
the existing doors at ground floor 
level to the rear elevation; relocation 


of the existing window to the side of 
rear back addition at first floor level; 
installation of a new rooflight in the 
side roofslope. 

62 Lakeside Road London 
W14 OD 

2016/04593/FR3 

Replacement of all existing timber, 
aluminium and PVCu windows to the 
rear elevation with double-glazed 
UPVc windows. 

64 - 80 Lakeside Road London 
W14 0DY 2016/04594/FR3 

Replacement of all existing timber, 
aluminium and PVCu windows and 
doors to the rear elevations with 
double-glazed UPVc windows. 

84 - 104 Lakeside Road London 
W14 0DY 2016/04595/FR3 

Replacement of all existing timber, 
aluminium and PVCu windows and 
doors to the rear elevations with 
double-glazed UPVc windows. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION WORK) 
FOR LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT 

153 Hammersmith Road 
London W14 OQL 

2016/03715/LBC 

Retention of additional excavation of 
the basement to that approved 
under application 2012/01183/FUL. 

153 Hammersmith Road 
London W14 OQL 

2016/03886/LBC 

Extension to the existing basement. 

Hammersmith Apollo Queen 
Caroline Street London W6 9QH 
2016/03909/LBC 

Removal of existing external steel 
access steps; Installation of new 
external access gantry and ladders; 
Installation of new acoustic louvre 
screen; Installation of 3 new air 
handling units, 2 air chiller units and 
associated external duct work, and 1 
boiler unit and flue 
FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING OR 
CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 

691 Fulham Road London 
SW6 5UJ 2016/04544/VAR 

Minor amendments to planning 
permission ref: 2015/06043/FUL 
granted 7th April 2016 to allow the 
variation of condition 2 in connection 
with the amendments to the 
approved drawings to include: 
installation of a new high level 
window to the side elevation at 
lower ground floor level, installation 
of 1 no French doors with a Juliet 
balcony at first floor level and 2no 
French doors with Juliet balconies at 
upper ground floor level to the rear 
elevation in place of the windows. 
153 Hammersmith Road 
London W14 OQL 

2016/03714/FUL 
Retention of additional excavation of 
the basement to that approved 
under application 2012/01183/FUL. 
153 Hammersmith Road 
London W14 OQL 

2016/03885/FUL 
Extension to the existing basement. 
Hammersmith Apollo Queen 
Caroline Street London W6 9QH 
2016/03908/FUL 
Removal of existing external steel 
access steps; Installation of new 
external access gantry and ladders; 
Installation of new acoustic louvre 
screen; Installation of 3 new air 
handling units, 2 air chiller units and 
associated external duct work, and 
1 boiler unit and flue. 

6 Steeple Close London 
SW6 3LE 2016/04520/FUL 
Conversion of garage at front of 
property into a habitable room; 
replacement of existing garage door 
to the front elevation at ground floor 
level with a new garage door with 
high level glazing; replacement of a 
door in the rear elevation at second 
floor level with a window; installation 
of a door in the rear elevation at 
second floor level to provide access 
to the existing roof terrace; 
installation of a 1100mm high 
cantilevered glass balustrade to the 
rear edge of the roof terrace to the 
rear elevation at second floor level; 
and replacement of existing door 
and windows to the rear elevation at 
ground floor level with bi-folding 
French doors. 

1 Romney Court Shepherd’s 
Bush Green London W12 8PY 

2016/04516/FUL 

Erection of a single storey glazed 
extension to the front of the existing 
Barbers shop, including the 
installation of an extended part 
curved/part flat roof canopy; 
alterations to the rear store room at 
ground floor level including 
replacement of the pitched roof to a 
flat roof and alterations to openings. 
Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 


applications should do so by 
22nd November 2016. See below for 
ways of commenting on 
applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 
The Gateway Site White City 
Place 201 Wood Lane London 

W12 2016/04452/C0MB 
I give notice that Whitewood 
Gateway GP Ltd is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission to 
carry out the following development: 
Demolition of existing car park and 
temporary public open space to 
facilitate comprehensive phased 
redevelopment of the site, to erect: 
three buildings to provide a total of 
up to 100,043sqm (GIA) of Office 
(Class B1); 

904sqm (GIA) Retail (Class A1), and 
up to 2,579sqm (GIA) of Restaurant 
(Class A3) floorspace; hard and soft 
landscaping works, and alterations 
to existing vehicular/pedestrian 
routes/ access and associated 
works. Planning Permission is 
sought in detail for the erection of a 
building of between 6 and 23 storeys 
(including plant) with a maximum 
height of 109.40m AOD, with 1 
basement level, comprising 63,181 
sqm (GIA) Office (Class B1); 904sqm 
(GIA) Retail (Class A1), and; 1,298 
sqm (GIA) Restaurant (Class A3); 
hard and soft landscaping areas, 
and; alterations to existing 
vehicular/pedestrian routes/ access 
and associated works. Planning 
Permission (with all matters to be 
reserved) is sought for the erection 
of a building of between 4 and 12 
storeys (including plant) with a 
maximum height of 60.50m AOD, 
with 1 basement level, and a 
building of 3 and 4 storeys with a 
maximum height of 30.00m AOD, 
comprising combined floor areas of 
up to 36,862 sqm (GIA) Office (Class 
B1) and up to 1,281 sqm (GIA) 
Restaurant (Class A3); hard and soft 
landscaping areas, and; alterations 
to existing vehicular/pedestrian 
routes/ access and associated 
works. 

The Council note that: 

The application is accompanied 
by an Environmental Statement 
(E.I.A.) 

The proposed development is a 
major development. 

The proposed development is 
within a conservation area and 
may affect its character or 
appearance. 

The proposed development 
adjoins conservation areas and 
may affect their character or 
appearance. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 22nd 
November 2016. See below for 
ways of commenting on 
applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 

Executive Director for Transport 
and Technical Services on behalf of 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL 

You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their 
progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning . Click on 
the ‘Planning Online’ logo on the 
Planning Home Page. 

You can also E-mail comments to: 
plancomments@lbhf.qov.uk 

You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at our 
office RECEPTION FIRST FLOOR 
HAMMERSMITH TOWN HALL 
EXTENSION KING STREET 
W6 between 9.00am and 
5.00pm, Monday to Friday, 
excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments on 
applications please E-mail them 
through our website or post them to 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE ENVIRONMENT 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
TOWN HALL KING STREET 
W6 9JU by the date shown above. 
Please include the application 
reference number and the name of 
the planning officer. We will try to 
consider any representations 
received after the date indicated but 
this cannot be guaranteed so please 
reply promptly. For initial enquiries 
call our information and reception 
service on 020 87531081 or 
020 8753 1082. 


@ 


ning 

Online ^ 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 


Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 
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Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(RAVENSCOURT PARK AND BISHOP’S PARK 

FIREWORKS DISPLAYS) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that to 
prevent the likelihood of danger to the public and to prevent the roads listed in the schedules to 
this notice becoming thronged or obstructed it intends to make an Order the effect of which 
would be to impose restrictions on vehicular traffic as detailed in the schedules 1,2,3 and 4 to 
this notice. 

2. The Order would come into operation on the 4th November 2016 and will be in force for a 
maximum of 18 months. 

3. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far as 
it is practical and for any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance 
purposes, the execution of the event, and anything done with the permission or at the direction 
of a police constable in uniform. 

Dated this 11th day of October 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 

Schedule 1 

The following restrictions will apply from 5pm to 10pm on the 4th November 2016 and from 5pm to 

10pm on the day of the 2016 Ravenscourt Park Fireworks Display. 

(a) RAVENSCOURT GARDENS, closed, from its junction with Ravenscourt Park to its junction 
with Goldhawk Road. (No alternative route available). 

(b) RAVENSCOURT PARK, closed, from its junction with King Street to its northern extremity. 

(No alternative route available). 

(c) RAVENSCOURT ROAD, closed, between the junction with King Street and 19 Ravenscourt 
Road. (No alternative route available). 

(d) RAVENSCOURT AVENUE, closed from its junction with King Street to the Ravenscourt Park 
entrance (No alternative route available). 

(e) HAMLET GARDENS, closed at the junction with Ravenscourt (diversion via Westcroft 

Square on to Hamlet Gardens) 

Schedule 2 

A no waiting or loading at any time restriction will apply to the lengths of road below from 5pm to 
10pm on the 4th November 2016 and 5pm to 10pm on the day of the 2016 Ravenscourt Park 
Fireworks Display. 

(a) KING STREET, the north side, from its junction with Dalling Road to its junction with the 
north to south arm of Hamlet Gardens. 

(b) PADDENSWICK ROAD, the south-west side, from its junction with Goldhawk Road to a 
point opposite the northern kerb-line of Dorville Crescent. 

(c) GOLDHAWK ROAD, the east side, from a point 16.00 metres north of the northern kerb-line 
of Ravenscourt Gardens to a point 10.00 metres south of the southern kerb-line of 
Ravenscourt Gardens. 

Schedule 3 

A no waiting or loading at any time restriction will apply to the length of road below from 9am on the 
31st October 2016 to 5pm on the 10th November 2017 and from 9am on the fifth calendar day prior 
to the day of the 2016 Ravenscourt Park Fireworks Display to 5pm on the fifth calendar day after 
that event. 

RAVENSCOURT PARK, from the northern party wall of Ravenscourt Park Hospital and No. 20 
Ravenscourt Park to a point 62.00 metres south of that party wall. 

Schedule 4 

A no waiting or loading at any time restriction will apply to the length of road below from 9am on the 
30th October 2016 to 5pm on the 9th November 2017 and from 9am on the fifth calendar day prior 
to the day of the 2016 Bishop’s Park Fireworks Display to 5pm on the fifth calendar day after that 
event. 

STEVENAGE ROAD, the west side, between its meeting point with Bishop’s Park Road to its 
junction with Doneraile Street. 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(DEVONPORT ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate tower crane operations to be carried out in the above named road; it 
intends to make an Order the effect of which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of 
the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a section of Devonport 

Road between its junctions with Goldhawk Road and Devonport Mews. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Scott’s Road and 

Godolphin Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 22nd November 2016 and would be valid for 
a maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 22nd November 2016 and last for 2 
days. Back up dates are scheduled for either the 29th/30th November, 6th/7th or 

13th/14th December 2016. The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes 

only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 24th day of October 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 



LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(ROSTREVOR ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate carriageway improvement works to be carried out in the above named 
road, it made an Order the effect of which prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the 
above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a section of Rostrevor 

Road at its junction with Fulham Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be provided. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 2nd November 2016 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Wednesday 2nd November 2016 and last for 2 
days. The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may 
extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 11 th day of October 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 



LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(BEADON ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate crane operations to be carried out in the above named road, it made 
an Order the effect of which prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the above named 
road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a section of Beadon Road 
between its junction with Glenthorne Road and 50 meters south east of that junction. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Glenthorne Road and 
Hammersmith Grove. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 19th November 2016 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Wednesday 19th November 2016 and last for 2 
days, Wednesday 26th November 2016 and last for 2 days and a provisional backup date 
scheduled for Saturday 3rd December 2016. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 11th day of October 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(WOOD LANE) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate gas mains repair works to be carried out in the above named road; it 
intends to make an Order the effect of which would suspend the northbound bus lane in a 
section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, the 
northbound bus lane outside the former BBC Television Centre shall be suspended. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 9th November 2016 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Wednesday 9th November 2016 and last for 

21 days. The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works 
may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 24th day of October 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 

























26 LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER 1 2016 


Public Notices 


TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING ACT 1990 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 - TOWN 
AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2015 
Proposed Development at: The Clearings, 
Draycott Avenue, London. SW3 2NA 
Take notice that an application is being made 
by McGrove Developments Ltd under Section 
73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
(1990) for a minor material amendment to 
planning permission PP/16/01795. 

Any owner* of the land or tenant** who wishes 
to make representations about this application 
should write to the Council at Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea, Department of 
Planning and Borough Development, Town 
Hall, Hornton Street, London, W8 7NX within 
21 days beginning with the date of publication 
of this notice. 

Signed: DP9 Ltd 

On behalf of: McGrove Developments Ltd 
Date: 28th October 2016 

* "owner" means a person having a freehold 
interest or a leasehold interest the unexpired 
term of which is not less than seven years, or, in 
the case of development consisting of the 
winning or working of minerals, a person 
entitled to an interest in a mineral in the land 
(other than oil, gas, coal, gold or silver). 

** "tenant" means a tenant of an agricultural 
holding any part of which is comprised in the 
land. Statement of owner's rights The grant of 
planning permission does not affect owner's 
rights to retain or dispose of their property, 
unless there is some provision to the contrary in 
an agreement or in a lease. Statement of 
agricultural tenant's rights The grant of 
planning permission for non-agricultural 
development may affect agricultural tenant's 
security of tenure. 


LADDAWAN S0RECK (otherwise 
Laddawan Chongphaisal) 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above named, 
late of 78 Oakley Street, London, SW3 
5NP, UNITED KINGDOM, who died on 
23/08/2016, are required to send written 
particulars thereof to the undersigned on 
or before 09/01/2017, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to the claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

Armstrong Private Client Solicitors, 
143 Stoke Newington Church Street, 
London N16 0UH. 

Ref: SOR2/4 
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LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE 

NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT Ceru 
Restaurants Ltd has applied to 
Kensington and Chelsea Borough 
Council on 27th October 2016 to vary 
the premises licence at Ceru, 7-9 Bute 
Street, London, SW7 3EY for an 
application to seek authorisation for the 
sale of alcohol for consumption off 
the premises and the provision of late 
night refreshment outdoors within the 
existing permitting hours. The proposed 
off sales of alcohol will be in sealed 
containers and ancillary to takeaway 
meals only. The primary reason for the 
application is to allow deliveries to take 
place via companies such as Deliveroo, 
as more particularly set out in the 
application. 

Any person who wishes to make a 
representation in relation to this 
application must give notice in writing 
to: Licensing Department, 37 
Pembroke Road, London, W8 6PW 
to be received by no later than 24th 
November 2016 stating the grounds for 
making said representation. 

A record of the application can be 
inspected on the Council’s website 
www.rbkc.gov.uk or at the above 
address during office hours. The 
register can be viewed at the above 
address during office hours. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the 
Licensing Act 2003, to knowingly or 
recklessly make a false statement in or 
in connection with an application for a 
premises licence and the maximum 
fine on being convicted of such an 
offence is £5,000. 

Thomas & Thomas Partners LLP, 

38a Monmouth Street, 

London WC2H 9EP 
www.tandtp.com 


Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

THE GLA ROAD (GREAT CUMBERLAND PLACE, CITY OF 

WESTMINSTER) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

ORDER 2016 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that it has made the above 
named Traffic Order under section 14( I) of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 for the purpose specified in paragraph 2. The effect of the 
Order is summarised in paragraph 3. 

2. The purpose of the Order is to enable junction modernisation works to 
take place on Marble Arch at the junction of Great Cumberland Place. 

3. The effect of the Order will be to prohibit any vehicle from entering, 
exiting or proceeding on Great Cumberland Place between the 
junctions of Marble Arch and Bryanston Street (local access only 
between Upper Berkeley Street and Bryanston Street). 

The Order will be effective at certain times from 9:00 PM on the 4th 
November 2016 until 5:00 AM on the 19th December 2016 or when the 
works have been completed, whichever is the sooner. The prohibition will 
apply only during such times and to such extent as shall from time to time 
be indicated by traffic signs. 

4. The prohibitions will not apply in respect of: 

(1) any vehicle being used for the purposes of those works or for fire 
brigade, ambulance or police purposes: 

(2) anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform or a person authorised by Transport for 
London. 

5. At such times as the prohibition is in force an alternative route will be 
indicated by traffic signs. 

[For vehicles wishing to travel south along Great Cumberland 
Place] Upper Berkeley Street, Edgware Road onto normal route of 
travel 

[For vehicles wishing to enter Great Cumberland Place from 
Marble Arch] Oxford Street, Portman Street, Upper Berkeley Street 
onto normal route of travel 

Dated this I st day of November 2016 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager, 

Road Space Management - Operations, 

Transport for London, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, 

London, SEI 8NJ 


MAYOR OF LONDON 
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Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE GLA ROADS AND GLA SIDE ROADS (WESTMINSTER) RED 
ROUTE CONSOLIDATION TRAFFIC ORDER 2008 A302, A3217 AND 
A3214 GLA ROADS (VICTORIA STREET, BRESSENDEN PLACE AND 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD) VARIATION ORDER 2016 
THE GLA ROADS (CITY OF WESTMINSTER) (BUS PRIORITY) 
CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2009 A302 AND A3214 GLA ROADS 
(VICTORIA STREET AND BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD) VARIATION 
ORDER 2016 

THE A3214 GLA SIDE ROAD (BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD, CITY 
OF WESTMINSTER) BANNED TURN ORDER 2016 
THE A302 GLA ROAD WESTMINSTER BRIDGE (CITY OF 
WESTMINSTER) PRESCRIBED ROUTE TRAFFIC ORDER 2016 

1. Transport for London, hereby gives notice that it intends to make the 
above named Orders under section 6 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984. 

2. The general nature and effect of the Orders will be to: 

(1) remove the City of Westminster controlled paid for parking bay 
on Bressenden Place adjacent to The Stag public house and 
replace it with double red lines (No Stopping at Any Time): 

(2) relocate the solo motor cycle parking bay outside The Stag public 
house Bressenden Place 2 metres south-eastwards: 

(3) remove the loading, unloading and disabled persons' bay at the 
northern kerb-line of Victoria Street and replace it with double 
red lines (No Stopping at Any Time): 

(4) relocate the loading and unloading bay outside Nos. 205 to 207 
Victoria Street to outside Nos. 91 to 99 Buckingham Palace Road 
reducing its length to 10.5 metres: 

(5) reduce the length of the loading and unloading bay outside Nos.6 
and 8 Buckingham Palace Road by approximately 1.5 metres: 

(6) remove the loading and unloading only bay outside No.I 81 
Victoria Street and replace it with double red lines (No Stopping 
at Any Time): 

(7) remove the section of single red line (No Stopping Monday to 
Saturday 8am to 7pm) at the northern kerb-line of Victoria Street 
between Bressenden Place and Allington Street and replace it 
with double red lines (No Stopping at Any Time): 

(8) consolidate the double red lines (No Stopping at Any Time) on 
Buckingham Palace Road between Victoria Street and Bressenden 
Place to accommodate a new road lay out; 

(9) remove the bus lanes on Victoria Street between Bressenden 
Place and Buckingham Palace Road; 

(10) reduce the length of the southbound bus lane on Buckingham 
Palace Road between Bressenden Place and Victoria Street by 7.5 
metres: 

(11) Introduce a no left turn restriction from the southbound 
carriageway of Buckingham Palace Road into Bressenden Place, 

(12) prescribe that all vehicles in lane one of the eastbound 
carriageway A302 Bridge Street turn left at its junction with 
A32 I I Victoria Embankment onto its main northbound 
carriageway. 

(13) prescribe that all vehicles in lane two of the eastbound 
carriageway A302 Bridge Street proceed straight ahead at its 
junction with A32 I I Victoria Embankment onto A302 
Westminster Bridge. 

3. The roads which would be affected by the Orders are A302 Victoria 
Street, A32 I 7 Bressenden Place, A32 14 Buckingham Palace Road and 
A302 Westminster Bridge. 

4. A copy of the Orders, a statement of Transport for London's reasons 
for the proposals, maps indicating the location and effect of the 
Order and copies of any Order revoked, suspended or varied by the 
Order can be inspected during normal office hours at the offices of: 


► Transport for London 
Streets Traffic Order Team 
(RSM/PI/STOT) 

Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road 
London, SE I 8NJ 


West One Infrastructure Services 
10th Floor 

Westminster City Hall 
64 Victoria Street 
London, SWIE 6QP 
5. All objections and other representations to the proposed Orders 
must be made in writing and must specify the grounds on which they 
are made. Objections and representations must be sent to Transport 
for London, Streets Traffic Order Team, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, 
London, SEI 8NJ quoting reference RSM/PI/STOT/TRO, 

GLA/2016/0079-81 &523, to arrive 2 I st November 20 16. Objections 
and other representations may be communicated to other persons 
who may be affected. 

Dated this I st day of November 2016 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager 
Road Space Management - Operations, 

Transport for London, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, 

London, SEI 8NJ 


MAYOR OF LONDON 
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QPR observed a minute's silence on Friday, their last home game before Remembrance Sunday. 


Pictures: Rob Newell 


Friday fright night 


Queens Park Rangers feel the pain in West London derby clash 



OUTCLASSED and out-thought 
- there really were no positives 
for Queens Park Rangers to take 
from their embarrassing 2-0 
home defeat at the hands of 
their near-neighbours Brent¬ 
ford. 

Rangers were distinctly sec¬ 
ond-best against the Bees in W12 
last Friday, with a goal in each 
half - from Josh Clarke and Ro- 
maine Sawyers - doing the dam¬ 
age in full view of the live 
television cameras. 

In truth, QPR could not have 
complained had Bees - winless 
in their four previous games - 
won this West London derby by 
a margin of five or six goals. 

Rangers’ beleaguered boss 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink said: 
“They won deservedly, no ques¬ 
tion about it. 

“Tonight is a massive step 
backwards for us. We were sec¬ 
ond-best and it hurts. 

“We started all right in the 
first half but then they took 
over, through a mixture of 
counter-attacks and our mis¬ 
takes. 

“As painful as it is, you have 
to be honest enough and admit 
we just weren’t good enough. 

“We started the second half 
well but we have to score when 
we are on top, especially at 
home. We didn’t do that and 
they took advantage.” 

The statistics only rubbed 
salt into gaping QPR wounds. 
This was only Brentford’s first 
league win at Rangers since Oc¬ 
tober 9, 1964 - another Friday 
fright night. 

The only brief respite on an 
otherwise miserable night for 
home fans among the below-ca- 
pacity 16,888 crowd - including 
around 2,700 Brentford fans - 
was the generous applause, in 
the 10th minute, for Rangers’ 
legendary former striker Stan 
Bowles. 

Watching the game on televi¬ 
sion from his daughter’s home 
in Manchester, where he is suf¬ 
fering from Alzheimer’s, Bowles 
would have been heartened by 
the warmth of the crowd, if not 
the quality of Rangers’ inept, 
rudderless display. 

Like Bowles, Mark Lazarus 
played for both QPR and Brent¬ 
ford - but the latest ex-player to 


be inducted into the Forever R’s 
Club had to endure Rangers’ in¬ 
effectual performance from the 
Loftus Road stands. Ironically, 
Lazarus scored Bees’ third in 
that 3-1 victory at Rangers 52 
years ago. 

Responding to his side being 
booed off at the end, Hassel¬ 
baink said: “I am very disap¬ 
pointed for the fans. We did not 
do ourselves justice tonight and 
it’s a very painful night, a 
painful result and a painful per¬ 
formance to take. 

“I know it’s very painful for 
the supporters, too, and we have 
to put our hands up and say 
sorry and try to put it right. 

“There is expectation for us 
when we play at home - that’s 
normal and we have to live with 
it. It’s up to us to keep on work¬ 
ing and change around our for¬ 
tunes at home. 

“I’m not the kind of person to 
make excuses - tonight wasn’t 
good enough and we deservedly 
lost the game.” 

The scoreline flattered 
Rangers. Dean Smith’s Brent¬ 
ford, much superior in terms of 
intelligent movement and 
counter-attacking cunning, 
looked like they had a clear plan 
and knew how to execute it. 


Time after time they got in 
behind QPR’s back four and this 
was as easy a 2-0 away win as 
you will ever see. 

It’s difficult to see where 
Rangers’ goals will come from. 
The club’s three main strikers, 
Idrissa Sylla, Sebastian Polter 
and Conor Washington, have 
mustered only five in the Cham¬ 


pionship between them in the 
first 15 matches of this season. 
Two centre-backs, Nedum On- 
uoha and Steven Caulker, have 
shared three goals, while mid¬ 
fielder Tjaronn Chery is top- 
scorer with four - three of 
which were penalties and the 
other a cracking free-kick. 

QPR have managed to score 
at least twice in a game on only 
three occasions this campaign, 
finding the net in just seven of 
eight home fixtures and conced¬ 
ing 13. Nine goals from the last 
12 matches tells its own story 
about their lack of creativity, 
movement off the ball, position¬ 
ing and finishing power. 

In the build-up to the Brent¬ 
ford debacle, Hasselbaink urged 
his forwards to show more 
imagination. 

He said: “We need to show a 
little more imagination in the 
final third. I want us to play 
with that freedom. 

“What’s important is that the 
forward players know they are 
allowed to try things. You have 
to take certain risks - you have 
to dare to do things. And if it’s 
the right risk to take, I will al¬ 
ways support that." 

Hasselbaink will be looking 
for a response on Saturday at 
Nottingham Forest, where QPR 
have a poor record. 

Tony McDonald 


BETTTNE BANTER 

CHELSEA are genuine title contenders under Antonio Conte and 
I wouldn’t rule them out as Premier League champions. 

The visit of Everton to SW6 on Saturday should hold no fears 
for Conte and his men. I’ll take Blues to win this one in front of 
the BT Sport cameras, although I’m not bold enough to wager 
too much on them keeping a fifth straight clean sheet in the Pre¬ 
mier League. You might fancy odds of 9/4 on Chelsea to win and 
both teams to score. 

Verdict: Chelsea to beat Everton 2-0 or 2-1 (both 8/1). 

What can we expect from Fulham at Brentford in front of the 
Sky cameras on Friday night? Your guess is as good as mine. 
Looks a no-bet game to me but if push came to shove, a few quid 
on the draw might not be the worst punt in the world. 

Verdict: Brentford v Fulham draw (5/2). 

Brentford made very light work of QPR last Friday and even 
die-hard Hoops will not travel to Nottingham Forest on Saturday 
brimming with optimism. But the travelling fans should find 
hope in the stat that reveals Forest have not kept a clean sheet in 
15 consecutive matches. 

Verdict: Forest v QPR draw (5/2). 

Tony McDonald 


Matic reveals past 
torment at Chelsea 


From Page 28 

“But I don’t want to talk 
too much because football 
fortunes seem to go week 
by week these days. One 
day I’m captain and we 
have kept a clean sheet, 
the next day I’m moving 
on.” 

One major change has 
been the removal of Mour- 
inho and the introduction 
of Conte. Was Cahill wor¬ 
ried, before the Italian’s 
arrival, about the new 
manager’s reputation as 
someone who ensures 
players are always run¬ 
ning and a bit of a slave- 
driver? 

“As a group we thought 
things would be differ¬ 
ent,” he said. “The way he 
likes to work is different 
to what I have had before. 
But when something like 
that happens, it’s impor¬ 
tant the lads buy into it. 
Change can sometimes be 
a good thing or a bad 
thing but you have to buy 
into it and work hard on 
what he wants. 

“He’s had success in the 
past and has brought his 
ideas that he strongly be¬ 
lieves in to our club. It’s 
about the attitude of the 
players to buy into what 
we are doing. Yes, it’s dif¬ 
ferent. 

“It was difficult. I have 
been there before where 
pre-season has been very 
tough and this was the 
same. But also the way 
that we work in terms of 
tactics, analysis of games 
and things like this, along¬ 
side the fitness work, it’s 
something you have to 
buy into.” 

And has he adjusted to 
it? 

“I heard the manager 
speak the other day and 
he said that when you get 
the results it gives you be¬ 
lief that it is working and 
you’re going in the right 
direction. For me it’s been 
different but enjoyable. 

“As a player you take 
the best out of every man¬ 
ager and learn that to 
move forward. We have 
had a lot of great man¬ 
agers at this club. 

“We are seeing the re¬ 
sults on the pitch. It’s a 
long season but it’s impor¬ 
tant we stay among the 
front-runners.” 

Two players ensuring 
that the goals are going in 
at the other end are Eden 
Hazard and Diego Costa, 
the Premier League’s top- 
scorer with eight, who 
have netted 13 between 
them already this season, 
including the two that de¬ 
feated Southampton. 

“They are playing fan¬ 
tastic,” said Cahill. “In a 
club like Chelsea it is im¬ 
portant to have these big 
players, individuals who 
can change a game. 

“You could see against 


Southampton that we 
were trying hard defen¬ 
sively to keep a clean 
sheet, we worked hard on 
keeping the shape and we 
were 1-0 ahead. 

“But everyone knows 
that in the Premier 
League, it’s very tight 
when you’re just a goal 
up. 

“But then all of a sud¬ 
den Diego turns and 
whips it into the top cor¬ 
ner. That is sometimes the 
difference in players at 
this level and those we are 
blessed to have at this 
club. 

“It is not just those two, 
though - we have many 
(match-winners) at 
Chelsea. But it’s impor¬ 
tant that we have game- 
changers that can do 
something different, like 
Eden and Diego.” 

Cahill is happy to keep 
the ball out of Blues’ net 
but equally pleased to 
notch one or two at the 
other end. He scored in 
the dying seconds of last 
Wednesday’s 2-1 League 
Cup fourth-round defeat 
at West Ham United but is 
he a game-changer? 

“Over my career I have 
scored a few. John (Terry) 
and (Branislav) Ivanovic 
have and, at 30, my tally of 
39 goals is something I am 
pleased with. I presume it 
will be up there with some 
other (defenders).” 

Blues host sixth-placed 
Everton at Stamford 
Bridge on Saturday 
(5.30pm). 

• CHELSEA won 2-0 at 
home against Leicester 
City at Cobham in the 
Under-18 Premier League 
on Saturday. 

Martell Taylor-Cross- 
dale nabbed both goals in 
the second half. 

That brace keeps Jody 
Morris’ young Blues third 
in the table. 

Skipper Josh Grant, 18, 
said: “We set ourselves up 
with a game-plan to use 
our two strikers up front 
to keep their back four oc¬ 
cupied and to create the 
space for our full-backs to 
get forward. 

“We dominated the 
game and that’s what we 
wanted to do. 

“Unfortunately, we did¬ 
n’t get as many goals as 
we’d hoped for but we’re 
very pleased with three 
points and a clean sheet.” 

• CHELSEA Ladies will 
be playing in the Champi¬ 
ons League again next sea¬ 
son after securing the two 
points they needed to fin¬ 
ish second in the Women’s 
Super League - courtesy 
of a 3-2 victory over Read¬ 
ing on Sunday evening. 

Hot-shot winger Eniola 
Aluko notched a brace, 
with left-back Ana Borges 
popping up to get Blues’ 
third. 
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Left, Chris 
Martin scores 
Fulham's 
fourth goal 
against 
Huddersfield, 
from the 
penalty spot, 
on Saturday. 
Picture: Rob Newell 


Right, 
Nemanja 
Matic has put 
last season's 
traumas 
behind him at 
Chelsea 



Matic reveals past torment 


Blues midfielder suffered Jose humiliation 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


By Paul Lagan 

CHELSEA midfielder Nemanja Matic is 
a man on a mission - to erase the shame 
of finishing 10th in the Premier League 
last season and to prove that he is a 
player to be reckoned with this time out. 

Two of his personal lows last season 
were the ignominy of coming on as a 
substitute against last weekend’s oppo¬ 
nents Southampton, and then being 
hauled off by manager Jose Mourinho. 
Chelsea went on to lose that game 3-1 at 
home. The other low came closer to the 
end of that disastrous campaign, when 
he scored at Sunderland and refused to 
celebrate. He declined to explain his rea¬ 
sons at the time. 

But after Sunday’s impressive 2-0 win 
against the Saints at St Mary’s, the 6ft 
4in midfielder from Serbia spilled the 
beans on those personal torments. 

Of that day, October 3, 2015, when he 
was the sub who was subbed, he said: “I 
felt terrible. I am a man first of all. First, 
I felt bad in that moment but I did not 
react. I am very professional first of all, 
I respect this club and this shirt which 
I wear every week and that’s why I 
didn’t react. But normally some players 
react and maybe make some problems. 
But as you saw I did not react, I showed 
respect for my coach and my team.” 

How hard was it to take? He said: 
“Very hard. You have to play and see 
how you feel when it happens to you.” 

Subbing the sub is often viewed in 
football as the ultimate humiliation and 
the worst thing to happen to a player - 
but Matic doesn’t necessarily agree. 

“There are many things worse in 
life,” he said. “But in football, the worst 


is being injured. But you have to cope 
with that, to show respect for coach and 
team.” 

And his reaction to that humiliation, 
or lack of it, was proof of his ultra pro¬ 
fessionalism and respect for the Blues. 

“I knew that I did the right thing. 
When I went on to the bench I remem¬ 
ber it. I counted to 10. I knew I did the 
right thing and I am proud of that.” 

Echoing his frustration and desire to 
succeed, Matic explained that no-show 
of emotion at the Stadium of Light on 
May 7, when Blues won 3-2. 

“When your team’s target is to finish 
first, second or third, it’s hard to cele¬ 
brate when you finish 10th in the table,” 
he said. “It was good to score a goal and 
I was happy with that but our target was 
not 10th.” 

Chelsea, on the back of four Premier 
League wins on the spin with no goals 
conceded in that time, have hauled 
themselves into title contention - fourth 
place and a point off leaders Manchester 
City. It’s a position Matic is very com¬ 
fortable with - and much of that is down 
to head coach Antonio Conte. 

“Obviously we have improved a lot, 
game by game, but that’s normal,” said 
Matic. “We had a new coach at the be¬ 
ginning of the season and every day we 
work on that to see what he wants from 
us. We take it step by step, and we are 
getting better and better in training and 
are showing this on the pitch. I think 
that’s four wins in a row and we are in 
a good way. Individually, I feel that ev¬ 
eryone is one step better than before 
and that is good. 

“I feel very good. Physically, I feel 
that I am ready. It’s difficult to know if I 
am fitter than last year, when the team 
was not doing well. 

“Of course, everyone feels good when 
you win games. I always try to give my 
best and work hard. And this season, 
with better results, I feel better and 
more confident.” 


Another player showing excellent 
form after a shaky spell is centre-back 
Gary Cahill - and he issued a warning 
to any detractors: “Don’t write me off.” 

Like Matic, he is delighted with the 
revival of form following heavy defeats 
to Liverpool and Arsenal that did not 
feature some of Cahill’s better perfor¬ 
mances. The upturn in fortune has co¬ 
incided with the introduction of a 
three-man central defence, supported by 
athletic wing-backs. Is he happy? 

“Yes, it is back to where we want to 
be,” he said. “We knew we were letting 
a few goals in early in the season. We 
have worked on that in training - every 
player has worked hard on what the 
manager has brought across. We have 
bought into the formation and worked 
hard on mastering that. It’s gone really 
well. Ultimately there is a shape but you 
need the personality in every player to 
go out, be committed to work to that 
shape and give a performance like we 
did at Southampton.” 

What has been the hardest part of this 
process? Cahill, 30, said: “I feel like I do 
more running. I have to come inside as 
well as go outside when we move out 
wide, so I’m covering more ground. But 
I am enjoying it and, ultimately, it is 
working for us as well. The last four 
games have been brilliant.” 

So how much mental toughness has 
he shown to bounce back from that 3-0 
Arsenal drubbing at The Emirates? 

“Don’t write me off,” was his spirited 
reply. “It’s easy to criticise someone 
after certain games and it’s fair enough. 
Sometimes you haven’t had a good 
game. People are very quick to write 
people off but if you are at the top level 
you have to be mentally strong. For me, 
it was a matter of time before I turned 
the corner and got back to the perfor¬ 
mance levels that I should be at. The last 
four games I’m back to where I should 
be, I’m playing well, I feel good. 

“It was a nice feeling to score last 


week and getting a few clean sheets and 
good results is good for confidence - not 
just for me but the whole team. 

“We talk about the character of the 
team but sometimes you have to show 
character yourself, and that’s what I feel 
I have done.” 

Some players have a bad game and it 
affects them, while others move on. 
What camp does the England central de¬ 
fender fall into? 

“I don’t brood,” he said. “I have learnt 
to deal with it better over the years. But 
I will never go away from a game hav¬ 
ing played badly and dust it off as if it 
doesn’t matter. That’s just not me. Ev¬ 
eryone deals with things differently but 
I certainly reflect. I sometimes beat my¬ 
self up but in terms of my frame of 
mind, when things don’t go well, I want 
to be there. 

“But the manager comes into this as 
well. There was a time, maybe after Ar¬ 
senal away, where I could have been 
pulled out of the side but he showed be¬ 
lief in me. 

“That is the most crucial time, be¬ 
cause when you have a bad spell or a 
poor game the first thing you want to do 
is play again. I’m not the kind of person 
to shy away and think ‘Things aren’t 
going well so I’ll take a back seat’. 

“I have turned the corner, produced 
performances in the last few weeks and 
I’m pleased.” 

Would he have said “Fair enough” if 
he had been taken out the team after 
Arsenal? 

“Yes,” was his honest reply. “But I 
would never accept what people were 
saying. 

“Criticism is one thing but to write 
someone off is very dangerous when 
you have a mindset as strong as mine, 
especially when I think I can work 
hard to turn the corner and come out 
again. 

Turn to Page 27 



Head coach 
thrilled by 
Fulham romp 


Focus on Craven Cottage 


FULHAM have the perfect 
opportunity to showcase their 
play-off credentials when they 
make the short trip to 
Brentford on Friday (7.45pm). 

Whites left themselves only 
three points off the 
Championship's top six with a 
5-0 hammering of Huddersfield 
Town at Craven Cottage on 
Saturday - their biggest home 
league victory since beating 
Norwich City by the same score 
in August 2012. 

And with the second-best 
away record in the division, 
Fulham go to Griffin Park 
determined to do themselves 
justice in front of the Sky Sports 
cameras. 

"Brentford play very good 
football," Fulham head coach 
Slavisa Jokanovic said. "I've said 
before, we need to believe in 
ourselves and this situation can 
encourage us to push hard. 

"Nothing is easy. Today we 
played against the third 
(placed) team in the 
Championship and we showed 
we can compete against them. 

"We played better football 
than they played, and a new 
chance is in front of us on 
Friday night. 

"With the energy, with the 
desire and with the personality 
we showed today, anything is 
possible." 

Brentford will be buoyed by 
their richly deserved 2-0 West 
London derby win at Queens 
Park Rangers, also screened 
live, last Friday. 

But Fulham produced the 
most outstanding Football 
League performance of the 
weekend by dominating 
promotion-chasing 
Huddersfield from the first 
whistle until the last, to claim 
their second win in 10 games. 

After a sluggish start to his 
loan spell in SW6, revitalised 
Chris Martin made it three 
goals in four matches when he 
put Whites ahead at the Putney 
end in the eighth minute. 

Martin, on loan from Derby 
County, netted his second of 
the game, from the penalty 
spot, in the 64th minute.Tomas 
Kalas (34, his first goal in 
England), Lucas Piazon (42) and 
Kevin McDonald (66) 
completed the rout. 

It was Fulham's first home 
win in seven attempts since 
they beat Championship 
pacesetters Newcastle United 
on the opening day of the 
season. 

"I am very happy with how 
my team played this game," 
Jokanovic said. "We made 
many important things and we 
were very good from the 
beginning to the end. 

"First of all, credit to my 
players. And for our fans, they 
deserve an afternoon to enjoy 
more than they maybe have 
done in the past. We showed a 
very good face and we have to 
keep going. 

"We are a team who have 
had to provide a reaction many 
times but our reaction started 
today from the first minute 
until the end. And from 
another side it's very important 
for us to believe in our work, 
our quality, and be ready for 
everything that is in front of us. 

"We are two-and-a-half 
months into the competition. 
After a very good start, we had 
a complicated situation where 
we didn't find a way to win the 
games, and today we played a 
very good football game. 

"The only thing I'm 
interested in now is to be ready 
for the next step." 

Tony McDonald 
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A ‘force for good’ in London 


By Geoff Baker 
and Jack Dixon 

T hey said it wouldn’t last - at a time 
when Online is king, when Tweeting is 
the rage and when newspapers are cut¬ 
ting back or shutting up shop all around the 
capital, to launch a new local and traditional 
print newspaper would be madness. 

Madness perhaps, but we’ve lasted - and 
this week the London Weekly News is proud 
to print its 100th edition for our tens of thou¬ 
sands of readers in Shepherd’s Bush, Ham¬ 
mersmith, Fulham, Chelsea, Kensington, 
Westminster and The City. 

Our thanks for helping us reach our cente¬ 
nary are entirely due to you. It’s you, our 
reader, who has made a reality of local press 
legend Sir Ray Tindle’s dream that in his 90th 
year the news entrepreneur could bring local 
papers back to the streets of West London 
again. 

From coffee morning sales for Kensington 
charities to the very cross railing against 
Crossrail in Chelsea, from what’s going on at 
the Westway to Westminster’s work for the 
homeless, from the terror threats to Poppy 
Day parades, the housing crisis, the poison 
air that we breathe, the not-exactly-blooming 
Garden Bridge, the shocking dangers of cy- 



Our first Kensington and Chelsea front page 


cling, the need for mental health awareness, 
fighting the development of Soho, the parades 
and the festivals, the royals, nursery closures, 
knife crime, basement builders, NHS fears, 
the pains of trains and transport, new homes 


for abandoned pets and much more, there is 
a home for everyone’s story in the London 
Weekly News and we are glad to tell them 
all. 

We may not be The Thunderer, but we will 
always try to give your cause or complaint a 
good shout, keeping it local because when a 
man is tired of local he’s tired of the rich mix 
of accents, attitudes and origins that makes 
the combined communities of this London 
the envy of the world. 

Humbling praise for our efforts has come in 
from this city’s great and the good. 

And indeed from the top - the Mayor of 
London, Sadiq Khan, said: “Local journal¬ 
ism is the lifeblood of the capital. My 
warmest congratulations to all those who 
work for the London Weekly News group. 
Here's to the next 100 editions!” 

Nick Paget-Brown, Leader of Kensington 
& Chelsea Royal Borough Council, com¬ 
mented: “When I was first elected to the 
Council the internet hadn't really got off the 
ground and Twitter, Facebook and the rest 
were the stuff of sci-fi. Instead we had three 
local papers each with two or three full time 
reporters. 

“Those papers were monitored carefully, by 
residents and by the Council. Letters to the 
editor were pored over. The coverage could 
be severe. But the reporters were mostly 


working to a code and would offer you a chance 
to comment and a chance to reply. A strong 
local press was a genuine bulwark for democ¬ 
racy. 

“For a long while, it seemed to me as if that 
kind of local press had died in Kensington and 
Chelsea but then up pops the News, a traditional 
newspaper doing its traditional job of reporting 
and providing a forum for debate. What a great 
antidote to too much social media with its 
anonymous trolls blessed with insights denied 
to the rest of us but strangely able to sum up 
complex and difficult issues with a venomous, 
if ill-informed, blast. Therapeutic for the au¬ 
thors maybe, but hardly a contribution to deep¬ 
ening knowledge. 

“As the leader of a council that has to some¬ 
times make difficult decisions, will once in a 
while upset people and which occasionally gets 
it wrong, it is not always comfortable having a 
strong local newspaper which residents actually 
read. In my view, the News, with its unerring 
focus on matters of interest to residents of Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea, has so far been a force for 
good, so congratulations Phil, Geoff, Tim and 
the team on notching up your first 100 editions; 
and here's to your first 1,000." 

Robert Atkinson, Leader of the Labour group 
on Kensington & Chelsea Royal Borough Coun- 
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32 LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


How London’s new paper was bom 


I T began, as many wild ideas tend to, with a 
phone call that sounded slightly panicked. 

"It's Pip", said Philip Evans, my old friend and my 
very first editor from our days of youth in the West 
Country, "I've just been talking to Sir Ray Tindle. He 
wants to launch something new and a bit daring in 
London." 

'A pint for under a fiver?' 

"No, a new weekly. Small team. I'm thinking me and 
Jackie (his wife) to sub it, Jack Dixon and you to write 
it. Nicky Sweetland to do the theatre, Tony MacDon¬ 
ald will do all the sport. What do you reckon?" 
'Crazy, I love it. Whereabouts in London?' 

"Central London. How soon do you reckon we could 
get it together?" 

'Now you're asking. I don't know, maybe three 
months, probably four.' 

'That's unfortunate 'cos we've got three weeks." 
'Are you on the sauce? What's it going to be called?' 
"The London Weekly News." 

'Good title, says what it is on the tin. Three weeks. 
You're asking a bit here, Evs, but, great, I'm in. Has 
anyone ever started a paper this quick before?' 

"Oh, and there's the other thing. It's not a 
paper, we're going to do four; covering 
Hammersmith and Fulham, Kensington 
and Chelsea, Westminster and Pimlico 
and a generic London Weekly News." 

'In three weeks?' 

"Yes." 

'You, me, Jackie, Jack, Nick and 
Tony?' 

"Yes." 

'You're f..' 

[We have edited the rest of this transcript as 
this is a family newspaper - Ed] 

Amazingly, we did it and have continued to do it 
now for these past 100 editions. Jackie - who went 
without weekends for the best part of two series of 
Downton - was later augmented on the back bench 
by the highly-experienced Tim Dixon, the Ron Wood 
of our band, and, frankly, we're all a bit chuffed to be 
still standing. 

To be honest, some days it has felt like 100 years as, 
supported by Karen McClean and her tireless adver¬ 
tising team and our indomitable circulationmanager, 
Hayley Bright, a bunch of hacks up from the shires 
dedicated themselves to going without any sem¬ 
blance of a normal life for the best part of these past 
23 months, working hours that would be illegal in 
Brussels, excessively-exceeding all smoking limits 
and growing a lot of beards because we haven't had 
much time for shaving. But now we're 100, and rather 
hoping for a telegram from The Queen. A 'well done 
for not pegging it'sort of thing. 

But what saved us from the defibrillator that our 
critics predicted, has been you. 

You, our reader; you, our communities, our schools, 
colleges, councils, City Hall, MPs, hospitals, the char¬ 
ities, the Royals, the cops, and the robbers, whose 
stories we have been happy to tell. 




By LWN News Editor 

GEOFF BAKER 


We've not always got it right. I for one am happy to 
own up to some utter howlers in my misunderstand¬ 
ings of the ways of Kensington and Chelsea, as I am 
sure that Councillor Tim Coleridge will testify. 

I also have no doubt that my bizarre attempts to be 
a royal correspondent cause the regular choking on 
many cornflakes at the Palace, sorry about that, 
Ma'am. 

But we will get it better, because the fire is in us. And 
the more you send us, the more we'll get it right. 

When we started out they kindly gave me, along 
with all the gin I can drink, this somewhat-presump¬ 
tuous title of News Editor. 

In truth, I basically news edit myself. But I do get to 
see everybody else's copy come onto my screen, know¬ 
ing that they'd take a pickaxe to me if I dared to touch 
it. 

And it's them, our columnists, the many voices 
of the LWN, who I think deserve the greatest 
thanks in this - Nick Paget-Brown, Stephen 
Cowan, Angela McConville, Syed Kamall, 
Charlie Mullins, Boris in his day (hey 
Sadiq, we're holding space), Robert 
Atkinson, Nicky Sweetland for her the¬ 
atre scene and Jack Dixon from his music 
gigs. And fanatical Blue Paul Lagan's 
Chelsea column. All good stuff. 

I may not always agree with what they 
write, I'm sure that you don't, but I admire how 
they write it and how they all add shade and 
thought to this paper. Thank you guys, there's a tab 
running at the bar for you, under the name of Evans. 

I have also admired the style and passion of our 
other contributors, those of you who have sent us let¬ 
ters and releases these past 100 weeks. Please keep 
them coming; we're your platform, use us. 

This is probably as unprofessional as some of my 
wilder front pages, but there are two more people who 
deserve the shout for this paper to have made it this 
far. 

One is local press legend Sir Ray Tindle, without 
whose investment and sheer sense of audacity nobody 
would even be reading this; it was his inspired dream 
to give West Londoners local papers again and it's 
good to have helped to make it happen. 

The other is Philip -'Pip'- Evans, the editor of all this. 
He will probably have this subbed out, which would be 
a shame because the best way of telling you how hard 
he has worked on this paper is to report that recently 
I wrote a story about some test or other that you could 
do to gauge your "heart age", i.e. how old you had 
over-worked yourself and had put your heart into it. 
Pip's heart age came in at 93. He's in his late-sixties. 
Just saying. 

Thank you reader, keep sending us your stories for 
the next 100; we really are here to be there for you. 


• Celebrate our 100th edition by trying to 
win a £100 prize. All you have to do is to 
write in no more than 100 words why you like 
the London Weekly News Group with titles in 
Kensington & Chelsea, Westminster and The 
City, Fulham, Hammersmith and Shepherds 
Bush. 


Email your entries to competitions@ london 
weekly news.co.uk 

The best answer judged by our editorial 
team, led by News Editor Geoff Baker, will win 
a £100 prize. Go on. Give it a go! Closing date 
for entries is Friday, November 18th. 

The Editor's decision is final. 


CMN 


The London Weekly News Group of newspapers is published by Capital 
Media Newspapers Limited. 

Chairman & Chief Executive - Philip Evans • Managing Director London - 
Hannah Walker# Editorial Director-Tim Dixon 
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Lady Victoria Borwick 
- Kensington MP 


'Essential reading for everyone’ 


■FROM PAGE ONE 

cil, added: “I am delighted to congratulate the 
London Weekly News on your astonishing feat 
of reaching your 100th birthday. In an age of in¬ 
creasingly specialised and instant communica¬ 
tions where more and more people focus only on 
things and topics that they already know about or 
which make us feel comfortable, it is splendid to 
have a general paper that covers areas and topics 
about our community that we know little about. 
I love to reach for the News and without fail dis¬ 
cover something new. Letters, articles and edito¬ 
rials that discomfit the powerful and empower the 
powerless. I look forward to another century of 
scoops and challenge. Well done.” 

From Victoria Borwick, MP for Kensington: 
“Many congratulations to everyone at the Lon¬ 
don Weekly News team on reaching their 100th 
edition. They work exceptionally hard to deliver 
a paper full of stories every week that has become 
essential reading for everyone in the local com¬ 
munity. I wish them all the best and look forward 
to reading the next 100 editions!" 

Mrs Borwick’s colleague Greg Hands added: 
“As MP for Chelsea and Fulham, I enjoy reading 
each week the various editions of the London 
Weekly News and congratulate all the team on 
their 100 the edition." 

Angela McConville, CEO of Westway Trust 
said: “Congratulations to London Weekly News 
on reaching their 100th edition. It’s great to have 
a local paper that covers the issues that really 
matter to people in Kensington and Chelsea. 

“A regular column in London Weekly News 
has been a fantastic way to update people about 
projects Westway Trust working on and to ask for 
community input, as well as a way to give a plat¬ 
form to other local voices. People regularly stop 
me to talk about issues I raise in the column so 
clearly the paper has become a must-read in 
North Kensington.” 

The founder of the London Weekly News Group, 
local press legend Sir Ray Tindle, added his con¬ 
gratulations. 

He said: “I am delighted that the London Weekly 
News group has reached its 100th edition and I am 
proud of how the small but dedicated team, led by 
Philip Evans and Hannah Walker, has reached 
this milestone. By reaching their 100th edition, 
they have proved that the people of central Lon¬ 
don want a local paper that records their achieve¬ 
ments and aspirations, and champions their 
community, and in doing so have demonstrated 
what I have always believed - that there is still a 
real future for local papers in London." 

Wow. Thank you all, you’re most kind. 

Over the last two years, London Weekly News 
has also proudly championed the great work car¬ 
ried out on a daily basis by the capital’s unsung 
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Rickesh Advani - 
tireless community 
worker in London 


Sir Ray Tindle 
founder of the 
London Weekly News 


heroes. The people operating behind the scenes, 
often without recognition, to keep London mov¬ 
ing. 

Rickesh Advani is just one of the thousands of 
tireless community servants who give up their 
time to improve the lives of others. 

Last Christmas, we put Rick’s story in the 
spotlight. After falling on hard times and spend¬ 
ing 18 months sleeping rough in the heart of 
London, he turned his life around and is now 
working to grow his own homelessness support 
charity, Never Leaving People, for Londoners 
who find themselves in the same situation. 

Rick’s story of personal development in the 
face of adversity demonstrated the depth of the 
poverty crisis in our city - but also its en¬ 
trepreneurial spirit and determination to suc¬ 
ceed, and which the LWN is keen to promote. 

“The London Weekly News has offered enor¬ 
mous praise and validation to the hard-working 
and dedicated efforts of our Never Leaving Peo¬ 
ple team of volunteers,” he said. 

“Recognition is not why we do our work. How¬ 
ever, it certainly is invaluable in broadening our 
community reach. The support and hands-on in¬ 
volvement has been beyond touching, and these 
efforts have helped to generate an increased de¬ 
mand for our services.” 

Happy birthday to us! 
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